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END OF SHUTDOWN IN SIGHT 


Senate GOP, Dems reach deal 


Furloughs led to cancellations, 
delays at overseas installations 


By Alan Fram, 

Andrew Taylor and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Congress sped to¬ 
ward reopening the government Monday 
as Senate Democrats dropped their objec¬ 
tions to a temporary funding bill in return 
for assurances from Republicans leaders 
that they will soon take up immigration 
and other contentious issues. 

Senate M^ority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell’s commitment to quickly tackle the 
issue of immigrant “Dreamers” was con¬ 
tingent on Democrats providing enough 
votes now for a stopgap spending measure 
lasting a little less than three weeks. The 


measure needed 60 votes, and Democrats 
provided 33 of the 81 it got. Eighteen sena¬ 
tors, including members of both parties, 
were opposed. 

Before the government can reopen, the 
Senate must vote on final passage, the House 
must approve it, in turn, and President Don¬ 
ald Trump must sign the measure. 

Democrats climbed on board after two 
days of negotiations that ended with new 
reassurances from McConnell that the 
Senate would consider immigration pro¬ 
posals in the coming weeks. 

Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schum- 
er lent his backing to the agreement during 
a speech on the chamber’s floor. 

SEE SHUTDOWN ON PAGE 7 


From staff reports 

Defense Department civilians over¬ 
seas began receiving furlough notices 
Monday morning as the federal govern¬ 
ment shutdown began impacting bases 
around the world. 

The furloughs — expected to include 
more than 50 percent of the DOD’s 
roughly 742,000 civilian personnel — 
meant that some base services and ac¬ 
tivities were curtailed or canceled until 
an agreement on federal spending is 
reached. 


Essential services like schools, over¬ 
seas commissaries and mental health 
counseling remained open, as well as 
revenue-generating services like base 
exchanges and other nonappropriated 
fund programs. 

However, services at libraries and at 
housing and other offices were delayed 
or closed at various bases due to staffing 
shortages. Extracurricular activities and 
high school sports were canceled, though 
some practices remain scheduled. 

SEE MILITARY ON PAGE 9 
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Navy leader retires early amid collisions fallout 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— The head of the Navy’s Surface Forces 
retired early from the service last week 
amid continuing fallout after a pair of ship 
collisions last year killed 17 sailors. 

Vice Adm. Thomas Rowden was re¬ 
placed Thursday by Vice Adm. Richard 
Brown during a low-key ceremony at SUR- 
FOR’s headquarters in San Diego. Rowden 
announced his early retirement last week 
in a statement to the fleet. 

“This was a difficult decision to make, 
but I make it with the best interest of the 
Surface Warfare community and the Navy 


in mind,” he said. “The 
Surface Warfare com¬ 
munity will be in good 
hands as [Brown] is a 
superb and talented 
naval officer.” 

Rowden’s retire¬ 
ment came as a result 
of an independent in¬ 
vestigation into the 
USS Fitzgerald and 
USS John S. McCain 
collisions by Adm. 
James Caldwell, according to a USNI news 
report. The probe recommended unspeci¬ 
fied disciplinary actions against Rowden 
that forced him to depart earlier than his 


planned retirement on Feb. 2. 

Brown previously led Navy Personnel 
Command and served as chief of naval 
personnel. 

“I am honored to assume command of 
Naval Surface Forces and command of 
Naval Surface Force, US. Pacific Fleet,” 
he said in a Navy statement. “I am hum¬ 
bled by the opportunity to lead the Surface 
Force and its brave Sailors.” 

Rowden is the latest leader to be fired or 
forced into early retirement after the fatal 
collisions. 

Last year, the Navy relieved the leaders 
of both ships as well as the head of the 7th 
Fleet. The leaders of Task Force 70 and 
Destroyer Squadron 15, which oversee the 


fleet’s destroyers and cruisers, were also 
relieved of their duties. 

Last September, Pacific Fleet Com¬ 
mander Adm. Scott Swift announced he 
would retire at an unspecified date after 
being told he would not be the Navy’s pick 
to take over Pacific Command after Adm. 
Harry Harris retires this year. 

Commanders of the Pacific Fleet, which 
oversees US. naval forces from Califor¬ 
nia to India, are often nominated to head 
PACOM. Swift took command of the 
Pacific Fleet in May 2015 after Harris’ 
promotion. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Heavy snow leads to closures at some US bases in Japan 



Children at Yokota Air Base play in the snow, which caused early 
closures at Camp Zama, Naval Air Facility Atsugi and \bkota on 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Some US. bases in and around 
Tokyo closed all but essential 
operations Monday after the 
heaviest snowfall in four years 
slammed the densely popu¬ 
lated area around the Japanese 
capital. 

At Camp Zama, the home of 
US. Army Japan in Kanagawa 
Prefecture, officials announced 


Correction 

A Jan. 19 Associated 
Press story about a Michi¬ 
gan meteor should have said 
scientists want to have a de¬ 
fensive system for asteroids 
larger than 165 feet. 


that normal base operations 
would cease at 11 a.m. in antici¬ 
pation of the snowstorm — the 
first of 2018. 

On-base day care centers 
stayed open only for the children 
of mission-essential personnel, 
and Zama American High School 
dismissed students at 11:20 a.m. 

Officials at nearby Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi announced a 1 
p.m. closure for all but mission- 
essential tasks and personnel. 

Significant amounts of snow 
had already fallen, and children 
were building snowmen by the 
time Yokota Air Base, in western 
Tokyo and home to the 5th Air 
Force and US. Forces Japan, an¬ 
nounced a 3 p.m. closure. 

The announcement covered 
all 374th Force Support Squad¬ 
ron and Army and Air Force 
Exchange facilities except one 
convenience store scheduled to 
close at 5 p.m. 


Monday. 

By Monday evening, more than 
5 inches of snow had fallen on 
central Tokyo, already surpass¬ 
ing the level of a February 2014 


snow. A Yokota weather advisory 
predicted 7 inches of snow would 
accumulate on the base by the 
time the storm passes early Tues¬ 


day. The accumulated snowfall is 
the first at some of the bases since 
Thanksgiving Day in 2016. 

Winter snows are routine and 
sometimes heavy in northern 
Japan and the mountains of the 
main island Honshu but are less 
frequent and intense in the Kanto 
Plain around the capital, one of 
the world’s most densely populat¬ 
ed regions and home to thousands 
of US. soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and Marines. 

Japan’s Kyodo news agency 
said airlines canceled about 250 
flights Monday, many of them to 
or from Tokyo’s Haneda airport. 

Rail service was curtailed and 
some bullet trains were operating 
at reduced speeds. The Rainbow 
Bridge at Tokyo Bay and several 
expressways in the capital were 
shut down after numerous col¬ 
lisions due to ice and reduced 
visibility. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 



Rahmat Gul/AP 

People try to escape from Hotel Inter-Continental Kabul after a weekend attack in Afghanistan. 


Survivors of Taliban attack on 
Kabul hotel recount their ordeal 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Survivors of the Taliban 
attack on Hotel Inter-Continental Kabul recounted 
on Monday the ordeal of the deadly, 13-hour week¬ 
end standoff that claimed 18 lives, including 14 
foreigners. 

The siege ended Sunday with Afghan security 
forces saying they had killed the last of six Taliban 
militants who stormed the hotel in suicide vests late 
the previous night looking for foreigners and Afghan 
officials to kill. 

More than 150 people were rescued or managed to 
escape, including 41 foreigners. Eleven of the 14 for¬ 
eigners killed were pilots and employees of KamAir, 
a private Afghan airline. A statement by KamAir 
later said some of its flights were disrupted because 
of the attack. 

Six Ukrainians, two Venezuelan pilots for KamAir 
and a citizen from Kazakhstan were among those 
killed in the attack on the hotel, 

Mohammad Humayun Shams, the telecommu¬ 
nications director of eastern Laghman province, 
who was visiting Kabul and staying at the hotel, 
said he was able to escape by jumping into a tree 
from a hotel window as the attackers roamed the 
hallways, killing people. 

“It was the worst night of my life,” Shams said, 
adding that as he ran, he didn’t know who were the 
police and who were the Tahban — they all had the 
same type of uniforms. 

Afghan authorities have not confirmed the attack¬ 
ers wore police uniforms. Security officials said 34 
provincial officials were at the hotel for a conference 
organized by the Telecommunication Ministry. 

On Monday, Afghan security forces remained po- 



Massoud Hossaini/AP 


A special forces soldier waves after the attack. 

sitioned on all the roads leading to the hotel, barring 
everyone from accessing to the area. 

Jawad Zia, the director of the hotel, which is not 
part of the InterContinental chain, said dozens of the 
hotel rooms were damaged in the attack. 

“We have damaged rooms in each floor of the 
hotel,” he told The Associated Press over the phone. 

Among Afghans killed in the attack was a telecom¬ 
munications official from western Farah province; 
Waheed Poyan, Afghanistan’s newly appointed consul 
general to the Pakistani city of Karachi; and Ahmad 
Farzan, an employee of the High Peace Council, a 
commission created to facilitate peace talks between 
the Afghan government and the Taliban and other 
opposition groups. 

Along with Shams, five other hotel guests, includ¬ 
ing a foreigner, managed to jump into the tree. From 
there, they chmbed down to the ground, and Shams 
called the pohce. 

They were told to stay put until the pohce came to 
take them away — hours later. 

“I am still in shock.... In fact, (I) can’t beheve I am 
alive” Shams said. 


Up to IK additional 
US troops might be 
sent to Afghanistan 


By Greg Jaffe 
AND Missy Ryan 
The Washington Post 

The U.S. Army is readying 
plans that could increase the 
total force in Afghanistan by as 
many as 1,000 U.S. troops this 
spring beyond the 14,000 already 
in the country, senior military 
officials said. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
has not signed off on the proposals 
for the new forces, which are part 
of a broader strategy to bolster 
Afghan forces so they can pound 
the Taliban during the upcoming 
fighting season. 

The possible increases have the 
support of the Army’s senior lead¬ 
ership, which has been working to 
determine the mix of troops re¬ 
quired to execute a strategy cen¬ 
tered on a new combat formation. 

The discussions at the Pentagon 
underscore the complex task the 
U.S. military faces as it prepares 
to deploy newly created combat 
advisory teams to some of the 
most violent, remote and heavily 
contested areas of Afghanistan. 

The Obama administration, as 
part of its plan to wind down the 
Afghanistan War in 2015, limited 
advisers to higher headquarters 
far from the fighting. The new 
strategy that President Donald 
Trump approved in August would 
push U.S. advisory teams to the 
battalion level, far closer to the 
front hnes. 

“This is a concept that got ac¬ 
celerated for Afghanistan, and it 
has been quite a process,” a senior 
military official said of the plan to 
send the U.S. Army’s first-ever Se¬ 
curity Force Assistance Brigade 
to Afghanistan early this spring. 
“It has been a roller coaster.” 

The official, who is involved in 
the troop planning, spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to discuss 
military planning. 

Mihtary officials said some 
troops, particularly at the head¬ 
quarters level, might come out of 


Afghanistan as new forces move 
into the theater and that they ex¬ 
pect the total force this spring to 
be about 15,000 troops. 

Trump’s plan for the war in¬ 
creased the number of troops 
from 8,500 when he took office to 
about 14,000 today. The president 
also lifted restrictions on U.S. 
warplanes, triggering a mqjor 
spike this winter in airstrikes 
aimed at Tahban formations and 
its leadership. 

A spokesman for Gen. John W. 
Nicholson Jr., the top U.S. com¬ 
mander in Afghanistan, said U.S. 
Forces Afghanistan had not spe¬ 
cifically asked for an increase 
in troop levels, suggesting the 
increase, if approved, would be 
considered an adjustment under 
the current plan rather than an 
increase associated with a shift 
in strategy. 

The White House might want to 
weigh in on any plan to send ad¬ 
ditional troops to Afghanistan, ac¬ 
cording to U.S. officials. 

Even as he signed off on the 
new war strategy. Trump has ex¬ 
pressed misgivings about sending 
more resources into a conflict that 
has been grinding on with few 
signs of progress. 

Senior administration officials 
said the president has been known 
to affect an Indian accent and imi¬ 
tate Indian Prime Minister Nar- 
endra Modi, who in an Oval Office 
meeting last year told him, “Never 
has a country given so much away 
for so little in return” as the Unit¬ 
ed States in Afghanistan. 

To Trump, Modi’s statement 
was proof that the rest of the world 
viewed the United States as being 
duped and taken advantage of in 
Afghanistan, these officials said. 

Despite those misgivings. 
Trump has largely left execution 
of the war plan to the Pentagon, 
with httle of the intense oversight 
that occurred during the Obama 
administration. 


Former defense chief Gates says he opposed Obama’s drawdown plan 


By Hal Bernton 
The Seattle Times 

SEATTLE — Former Defense Secre¬ 
tary Robert Gates said he argued against 
President Barack Obama’s Afghanistan 
War strategy that set dates for the draw¬ 
down of U.S. troops. He supports a deci¬ 
sion by President Donald Trump to end 
such timelines. 

In an interview with The Seattle Times, 
Gates said the policy “basically told the 
Taliban how long they had to wait. I think 
it was a big mistake.” He said a decision by 
Trump to deploy more troops in an open- 
ended engagement could eventually prompt 
the Taliban to negotiate. 

Gates’ comments offer a sharply different 
take than he expressed in his 2014 memoir. 


“Duty.” That book offers an often-harsh as¬ 
sessment of Obama but a resolute defense 
of the timeline policy that he helped to 
carry out as he sent troops off to war. 

In the book. Gates noted that Obama 
was much criticized by conservatives for 
disclosing that the Afghanistan surge that 
began in 2009 would end in 2011 and that 
combat troops would leave in 2014. But “I 
believe Obama was right in each of these 
decisions,” Gates wrote. 

He also writes that the policy “finally 
forced a narrowing of our objectives to 
those obtainable in that time frame. I was 
convinced that we could dramatically 
weaken the Taliban and strengthen the Af¬ 
ghan army during that period — and if not, 
then we probably never could.” 

Asked about the difference between the 




book’s account and his 
remarks to The Seat¬ 
tle Times, Gates said 
the book reflected his 
public pohcy state¬ 
ments while leading 
the Pentagon. 

T think you defend 
I things in public that 
you may disagree 
1 with in private,” 
Gates said. 

As a wartime de¬ 
fense secretary from 2006 to 2011, Gates 
had the rare experience of holding the 
top civilian Pentagon post under both Re¬ 
publican President George W. Bush and 
Democrat Obama. Under both presidents. 
Gates had the difficult duty of sending 


Gates 


servicemembers off to war. 

In his memoir, he wrote of weeping 
nightly as he wrote letters to the families 
of the deceased and of the emotional toll 
of going to cemeteries and to hospitals to 
visit the wounded. “This was the real face 
of war,” he wrote. “ I would do my duty, I 
would do everything I could for us to win in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. But I knew the real 
cost. And that knowledge changed me.” 

In Afghanistan, he supported a surge in 
troops under the Obama administration 
to help bolster the war effort. He found 
Obama unwilling to back such an increase 
without also setting a half-decade limit on 
combat troop deployments. 

“That was the decision he was going to 
make, take it or leave it, and I took it,” Gates 
told The Seattle Times. 
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China again fauits US for maritime tensions 


U.S. ship wantonly provoking trouble is reckless. ^ 

People’s Daily commentary 


By Emily Rauhala 
The Washington Post 

BEIJING — Beijing has a mes¬ 
sage for the Trump administra¬ 
tion: The more ships you send to 
the contested waters of the South 
China Sea, the more we will bol¬ 
ster our presence there. 

The warning, delivered in a Peo¬ 
ple’s Daily commentary published 
Monday, came days after the USS 
Hopper sailed within 12 nautical 
miles of Scarborough Shoal, a reef 
China seized from Philippine con¬ 
trol in 2012. 

“A U.S. ship wantonly provoking 
trouble is reckless,” it read. 

It is not the first time Beijing 
has tried to blame Washington 
for maritime tensions — it’s a bit 
of a recurring theme — but the 
ship’s operation and the blustery 
response may signal an ominous 
shift in U.S.-China ties. 

In his first year in office. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump was focused 
on getting China to rein in North 
Korea and said little on the South 


China Sea. But many analysts pre¬ 
dicted his administration would 
take a tougher line in 2018 — and 
that may now be underway. 

The United States called last 
week’s operations “routine and 
regular,” but from a Chinese per¬ 
spective, both the timing and the 
location are significant. 

This was the first so-called 
Freedom of Navigation Operation 
in months and the first such pas¬ 
sage near the Scarborough Shoal. 
Also, it took place on the eve of the 
release of the National Defense 
Strategy — a document replete 
with warnings about China. 

In the wake of the operation, 
China showed no sign of chang¬ 
ing or softening its stance. Over 
the weekend, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said Beijing was “strong¬ 


ly dissatisfied” with the Hopper’s 
passage, and China will take nec¬ 
essary measures to “firmly safe¬ 
guard its sovereignty.” 

Monday’s editorial put it this 
way: “If the relevant party once 
more makes trouble out of nothing 
and causes tensions, then it will 
only cause China to reach this con¬ 
clusion: to earnestly protect peace 
in the South China Sea, China 
must strengthen and speed up the 
building of its abilities there.” 

Ian Storey, an expert on the 
South China Sea and a senior 
fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak 
Institute in Singapore, said the 
timing seemed calibrated to show 
China that the United States is 
now ready to “do something a bit 
different.” 

“I was quite surprised when I 


read it had taken place at Scarbor¬ 
ough Shoal,” he said, “I suppose 
this took China by surprise as 
well, and it was designed to throw 
them off balance a bit.” 

China claims nearly all of the 
South China Sea, including Scar¬ 
borough Shoal, a feature just off 
the coast of Luzon, not far from 
the former U.S. base at Subic Bay. 

In 2016, an international tri¬ 
bunal ruled China’s expansive 
claims had no legal basis, a finding 
welcomed by much of the region 
but largely ignored by Beijing. In 
the years since, China has pressed 
ahead with land reclamation and 
building in the area. 

A White House effort to shake 
up U.S. strategy in the South China 
Sea will test both U.S.-China and 
U.S.-Philippine ties — especially 


since the Philippines, which used 
to control the shoal, appears to 
have lost interest in contesting it. 

The Philippines, a longtime 
U.S. ally, used to challenge Chi¬ 
nese claims to the South China 
Sea. Since coming to power in 
2016, however. President Rodrigo 
Duterte has taken a softer hne 
with Beijing. 

Responding to reports of the 
Freedom of Navigation Operation 
near Scarborough Shoal, Duterte’s 
spokesman, Harry Roque, told 
local press it was “America’s 
problem.” 

“We have reached a point where 
we have independent foreign rela¬ 
tions, and a problem of America is 
no longer a problem of the Philip¬ 
pines,” he said. 

Jay L. Batongbacal, director of 
the University of the Philippines’ 
Institute for Maritime Affairs and 
Law of the Sea, said the Duterte 
government’s response could help 
China and hinder the U.S. by lend¬ 
ing credence to Beijing’s claims. 


Syrian man accused of 
making lED components 
for jihadis going to trial 



Matthew CALLAHAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Can I help? 

U.S. Marines and sailors assigned to Task Force Southwest were greeted by friends and family on 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., after returning Sunday from a nine-month deployment to 
Helmand province, Afghanistan. The task force of roughiy 300 personnel from II Marine Expeditionary 
Force deployed last spring in support of the NATO-led Resolute Support mission. Led by Brig. Gen. 
Roger B. Turner, the task force trained and advised key ieaders within the A^an Nationai Army 215th 
Corps and the 505th Zone National Police. They transferred authority to a new rotation of Marines, led 
by Brig. Gen. Benjamin T. Watson, at Camp Shorab on Jan. 15. 


Silver Star awarded to Fla. combat controller 


By Jacques Billeaud 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — A decade ago, 
military police raiding a Baghdad 
apartment during the Iraq War 
discovered bomb-making materi¬ 
als that authorities say contained 
the fingerprints of a Syrian man 
now accused of making a key 
component for improvised ex¬ 
plosive devices for a jihadi group 
that attacked American soldiers. 

Ahmed Alahmedalabdaloklah 
is accused of making circuit 
boards used to remotely detonate 
lEDs for the 1920 Revolution 
Brigades, which claimed respon¬ 
sibility for 230 attacks in Iraq 
against American soldiers from 
2005 to 2010. Authorities have 
described Alahmedalabdaloklah 
as being involved in the research 
and development for making such 
bombs. 

His trial on federal conspiracy 
charges was scheduled to begin 
Tuesday in Phoenix, where the 
case is being heard because 
authorities say Alahmedalab¬ 
daloklah got components for a 
wireless initiation system used in 
lEDs from a company headquar¬ 
tered in Arizona. The indictment 
doesn’t provide the company’s 
name, and authorities have de¬ 
clined to identify the firm. 

Alahmedalabdaloklah has 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
conspiracy to use a weapon of 
mass destruction, conspiracy to 
destroy U.S. government prop¬ 
erty with an explosive, posses¬ 
sion of a destructive device in 
furtherance of a violent crime, 
conspiracy to commit “extra¬ 
territorial murder” of a U.S. 
citizen and providing support to 
terrorists. 


If convicted, he could face up 
to life in prison. 

Gregory Bartolomei, one of his 
attorneys, didn’t immediately re¬ 
turn a phone message and email 
seeking comment Thursday. 

Alahmedalabdaloklah’s law¬ 
yers previously criticized the fed¬ 
eral government’s allegation that 
their client provided parts used to 
kill four U.S. soldiers and wound 
four others during two attacks in 
Baghdad in 2007. Defense attor¬ 
neys maintain there’s no evidence 
connecting Alahmedalabdaloklah 
to those explosions. 

Prosecutors said they expected 
to show the circuit boards recov¬ 
ered from the two blasts matched 
those found in a cache linked to 
Alahmedalabdaloklah. 

Authorities say several witness¬ 
es have tied him to the production 
of lED components, including 
one person who said Alahmedal¬ 
abdaloklah, after fleeing Iraq 
and moving to China, found a fac¬ 
tory in China to make the circuit 
boards. 

Investigators also said a senior 
leader with the 1920 Revolution 
Brigades ordered lED compo¬ 
nents from Alahmedalabdaloklah 
and transferred money to his 
bank account in China. 

Prosecutors say Alahmedal¬ 
abdaloklah’s fingerprints were 
found on several items in the 
Baghdad home and that the apart¬ 
ment functioned as a bomb-mak¬ 
ing factory. The lED cache there 
was described as one of the larg¬ 
est found during the war. 

Items that contained his prints 
included documents, a lid to a 
power meter and a piece of elec¬ 
trical tape that was wrapped 
around an lED switch, prosecu¬ 
tors said. 


Naples (Fla.) Daily News 

A Fort Myers, Fla., native re¬ 
ceived a Silver Star Medal — the 
third-highest military combat 
award — Friday afternoon at 
Hurlburt Field, a U.S. Air Force 
base in Okaloosa County, Fla. 

Staff Sgt. Christopher Lewis, 
27, a combat controller with the 
23rd Special Tactics Squadron, 
was honored with the medal for 
his heroic actions while deployed 
in Mosul, Iraq, during Operation 


Inherent Resolve. 

During a 10-hour firefight, he 
helped secure the safety of his 
special operations team and more 
than 300 partner soldiers, accord¬ 
ing to the Air Force. 

“It’s obviously a team effort, and 
I couldn’t have done it without my 
joint team members and the confi¬ 
dence of those overhead,” he said. 

Since 2012, Lewis has been 
stationed at Hurlburt Field with 
the 23rd Special Tactics Squad¬ 
ron. Hurlburt Field is home to the 


First Special Operations Wing, 
the Headquarters Air Force Spe¬ 
cial Operations Command, an Air 
Force m^or command and a num¬ 
ber of other units. 

Lewis was deployed to Afghani¬ 
stan in 2014 and 2015 before serv¬ 
ing in Iraq in 2016. There, he was 
embedded with U.S. Navy SEALs 
responsible for assisting Kurd¬ 
ish peshmerga forces in clear¬ 
ing villages held by Islamic State 
fighters. 
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Turkey faces fierce 
battle for Kurdish 
enclave in Syria 



AP 


Turkish tanks in Hassa, Hatay, Turkey, head to Afrin, a Syrian enclave controlled by Kurdish fighters. 


By Mehmet Guzel 
AND BaSSEM MrOUE 
Associated Press 

HASSA, Turkey — Intense 
fighting flared Monday as Turk¬ 
ish troops and their allies ad¬ 
vanced on a Kurdish enclave in 
northwestern Syria, the third day 
of Ankara’s offensive to oust a 
U.S.-allied Kurdish militia from 
the area, according to the militia 
and a war monitoring group. 

Skirmishes between Turkish 
troops and Kurdish fighters also 
broke out farther east in Syria, 
threatening to widen the scope of 
the new front in the Syrian war 
that pits Turkey against Wash¬ 
ington’s main ally in the region. 

The Turkish ground and air 
offensive on Afrin, code-named 
“Operation Olive Branch,” began 
Saturday, raising tensions in the 
already complicated Syrian con¬ 
flict and threatening to further 
strain ties between Turkey and 
the U.S., both NATO allies. Tur¬ 
key says it aims to create a 20- 
mile-deep “secure zone” in Afrin, 
the Kurdish-controlled enclave 
on its border. 

A NATO statement said it has 
been in touch with Turkey over 
the offensive. NATO said Turkey 
has suffered from terrorism and 
has the right to self-defense but 
urged Ankara to do so in a “pro¬ 
portionate and measured way.” 

NATO also said it has no pres¬ 
ence in Syria but that as members 
of the coalition against Islamic 
State militants, “our focus is 
on the defeat” of the extremist 


group. 

U.S. Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis said Turkey, as a trusted 
ally, has “legitimate security con¬ 
cerns” about Syria. Speaking to 
reporters traveling with him Sun¬ 
day to Indonesia, he said diplo¬ 
mats are working on a solution to 
Turkey’s confrontation with the 
Syrian Kurdish fighters, known 
as the People’s Defense Units or 
YPG, who have been the key U.S. 
military ally in battling ISIS in 
Syria. Turkey considers the YPG 
a terrorist group because of its ties 
to its own Kurdish insurgency. 

Mattis said Ankara gave the 
U.S. military advance notice of its 
offensive against Afrin. 

The U.S. has offered direct 
military and logistical support to 
a Kurdish-led group known as the 
Syrian Democratic Forces that 
spearheaded the fight against 
ISIS in Syria. With the near total 
defeat of ISIS in Iraq and Syria, 
the U.S. said it would create a 
30,000-strong border force made 
up of existing Kurdish and Arab 
SDF members to ensure there 
would be no ISIS comeback. 

That announcement has out¬ 
raged Turkey, and Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson has tried to 
walk back the U.S. position, say¬ 
ing it was portrayed incorrectly. 

The U.S. focus in recent years 
has been on eastern Syria. The 
area west of the Euphrates River, 
including Afrin, has been more 
of a problem for the U.S. because 
Turkey had said it would not ac¬ 
cept a Kurdish military presence 
there. 


The U.S. is discussing with Tur¬ 
key and others the possibility of 
setting up a security zone on the 
Syria border to address Turkey’s 
concerns about a Kurdish enclave 
there, Tillerson said while travel¬ 
ing in Europe on Monday. Such a 
zone could help stabihze the situa¬ 
tion and meet Turkey’s legitimate 
concerns over security, he said. 

The U.S. recognizes Turkey’s 
“legitimate right” to defend itself 
from terrorists, he said, but added 
that Washington wants Turkey to 
try to be precise in its Afrin op¬ 
eration and to limit it by showing 
restraint. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said in Ankara 
that his country will “not take a 
step back” from its offensive in 
Afrin. He repeated his criticism 
of Washington’s support for the 
Kurdish militia, saying the U.S. 
should have sought a partnership 
with Turkey in fighting ISIS. 

The Kurdish force said it con¬ 
siders Turkey’s offensive a “fla¬ 
grant hostility” to all Syrians 
that would distract from the fight 


against the extremists and help 
them flourish. 

Activists say Turkey has mo¬ 
bilized about 10,000 Syrian fight¬ 
ers to storm Afrin, with some 
stationed in Azaz, on the eastern 
edge of Afrin and others to the 
south in Atmeh. There are an es¬ 
timated 8,000 to 10,000 Kurdish 
fighters in the enclave, home to 
about 800,000 civilians. 

Christians and Yazidis living in 
Afrin fear persecution by the ad¬ 
vancing Turkish-led forces, which 
they say include “jihadist groups,” 
said Irfan Ortac, chairman of the 
Yazidi Association in Germany. 

Fierce clashes were occurring 
along two new fronts as Turkish 
troops and allied Syrian opposi¬ 
tion fighters tried once again to 
enter Afrin. The Kurdish militia 
said it has repelled advancing 
troops from Shinkal and Adah 
Manli, two villages they seized a 
day earlier in Afrin. 

Afrin is surrounded by Turk¬ 
ish-backed Syrian fighters, Turk¬ 
ish troops and Syrian government 
forces. The only road out of the 
enclave to government-controlled 


Aleppo has been closed by the 
Kurdish militia for security 
reasons. 

The YPG said the Turkey- 
backed forces have opened a new 
front, pushing into two other vil¬ 
lages in the district’s north. The 
militia said it is fighting to halt 
the advancing troops in Balia and 
Qarna in northwest Afrin. 

Associated Press journalists at 
Hassa, a Turkish village on the 
border, saw at least eight tanks 
and five armored vehicles along 
with trucks preparing to cross 
into Syria. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, 
which monitors the war in Syria, 
said the Syrian Kurdish militia 
waged a fierce counteroffensive 
late Sunday, repelhng the Turkish 
troops and allied Syrian fighters 
from the two villages they briefly 
captured. 

The Observatory said Turkey- 
backed troops were trying once 
again to enter Afrin. 

Access to Afrin is restricted, 
making it difficult to indepen¬ 
dently verify developments. 


50 years after Tet Offensive, Mattis seeks closer ties with Vietnam 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A half-century after 
the Tet Offensive punctured American 
hopes of victory in Vietnam, Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis is visiting the former 
enemy in search of a different kind of win: 
progress as partners in a part of the world 
the Pentagon has identified as vital for the 
U.S. to compete with China and Russia. 

Mattis, a retired general who entered the 
Marine Corps during the war in Vietnam 
but did not serve there, arrived in Indone¬ 
sia on Monday where he’ll spend two days 
before visiting Hanoi for talks with senior 
government and military leaders. 

By coincidence, Mattis will be in Viet¬ 
nam just days before the 50th anniversary 
of the communist offensive on Jan. 30-31, 
1968, when North Vietnam attacked an 
array of key objectives in the South, in¬ 
cluding the city of Hue, a former imperial 
capital and cultural icon on the Perfume 
River. At the time, Mattis was a senior at 
Columbia High School in Richland, Wash. 
The following year he joined the Marine 
Corps Reserves. 

The Tet Offensive gave the North an 
important boost, even though it ultimately 


was a military failure. It collapsed an air 
of confidence among U.S. leaders that they 
would soon win a favorable peace agree¬ 
ment. Looking ahead to 1968, the top U.S. 
commander in Vietnam at the time, Gen. 
William Westmoreland, famously declared 
in a speech in Washington in November 
1967 that the war was about to enter a 
phase “when the end begins to come into 
view.” 

The fighting dragged on for seven more 
years, fueling U.S. street protests and con¬ 
vulsing American politics before the North 
prevailed and the last Americans evacu¬ 
ated in 1975. 

The former enemies have gradually set 
aside their wartime differences, in part out 
of shared concern about China’s growing 
military power and more assertive posi¬ 
tion in the South China Sea. 

Mattis said he didn’t expect the war to 
come up in his talks in Vietnam. 

“That largely has been made a matter of 
the past,” he said aboard his flight to Asia. 

Despite the passage of time, the legacy of 
the uk war is never far from the surface. 

The countries didn’t normalize relations 
until 1995. It took another two decades be¬ 
fore Washington fully lifted a ban on sell¬ 
ing deadly weapons to Vietnam. 


The Vietnamese have largely embraced 
the new partnership as they’ve sought to 
diversify diplomatic and security relations 
in the region, fearing Chinese primacy. 
Vietnam fought a border war with China in 
1979, and bitterness runs deep. 

The current crop of top US. generals is 
too young to have served in Vietnam. The 
last chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
to have been a Vietnam veteran was Adm. 
Mike Mullen, who served aboard a Navy 
destroyer in 1969 that provided fire support 
for American and South Vietnamese ground 
forces near Da Nang. The only secretary 
of defense to have fought in Vietnam was 
Chuck Hagel, wounded in 1968. He served 
as Pentagon chief from 2013 to 2015. 

But the war isn’t a relic of history at the 
Pentagon. The Defense POW-MIA Ac¬ 
counting Agency still directs efforts to 
find and identify remains of Americans 
killed in Vietnam. Decades of searches 
still haven’t accounted for more than 1,200 
people. An additional 350 are missing in 
Laos, Cambodia and China, the Pentagon 
says. Mattis may visit POW-MIA account¬ 
ing representatives during his visit. 

Mattis has shown interest in some of 
the unfinished business of Vietnam, too. 


Last month, he approved giving a Medal of 
Honor to a Marine for valorous actions in a 
counteroffensive to retake Hue. A Marine 
gunnery sergeant at the time, John Can- 
ley, of Oxnard, Calif., had been awarded 
the Navy Cross for heroic action, including 
rescuing wounded Marines from Jan. 31 to 
Feb. 6,1968. 

Hue and the Tet Offensive remain a pow¬ 
erful symbol of the war for Americans of 
that generation. An Associated Press pho¬ 
tograph by Eddie Adams of a Vietnamese 
officer executing a Viet Cong suspect on a 
street in Saigon on the second day of the 
Tet Offensive was a rallying cry for U.S. 
war protesters and is still an iconic symbol 
of the conflict. 

Mattis has never been to Vietnam. Dur¬ 
ing the war, he attended what was then 
known as Central Washington State Col¬ 
lege, graduating in 1972, and earned his 
commission as a second lieutenant through 
the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps. He 
rose in the ranks through 41 years on active 
duty, capping his career as the four-star 
commander of U.S. Central Command. 

He had been retired three years when 
President Donald Trump picked him to 
lead the Pentagon. 
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Same-sex active-duty captains wed at West Point 


Associated Press 


WEST POINT, N.Y. — Two 
Army captains who met at West 
Point in New York returned there 
to be married in what is believed 
to be the first same-sex mar¬ 
riage of active-duty personnel 
at the storied New York military 
academy. 

The New York Times reported 
Captains Daniel Hall, 30, and Vin¬ 
cent Franchino, 26, both Apache 
helicopter pilots stationed at Fort 
Bliss in El Paso, Texas, were mar¬ 
ried at West Point’s Cadet Chapel 
on Jan.13. 

The men met at the school in 
August 2009, when Franchino 
was a freshman and Hall was 
a senior. Their first date was in 
February 2012 in Washington, 
some months after the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy was repealed in 
September 2011. 

That policy, in place since 1993, 
barred any gay person from dis¬ 
closing their sexual orientation 
or talking about any same-sex 
relationship. 

“It’s really frustrating when 
two people have feelings for each 
other but are not allowed to act on 
them,” Hall said. “We were serv¬ 
ing under a policy that was tell¬ 
ing all of us — perfectly capable 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and ma¬ 
rines — to lie about ourselves.” 

The men wore their uniforms 
during the ceremony and left 
the chapel under an arch made 
up of sabers held aloft by several 
of their guests. They also used 
Hall’s officer saber, a graduation 
gift from his grandparents, to cut 
the cake. 


Photos courtesy of Jennifer Marsh 

Captains Daniel Hail and Vincent Franchino, both Apache helicopter pilots stationed at Fort Biiss in El Paso, Texas, marry at the United 
States Miiitary Academy’s Cadet Chapel in West Point, N.Y, on Jan. 13. 



Senators set to restart VA Choice reform negotiations 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — With an assist from 
the White House, senators are expected to 
restart negotiations about how to overhaul 
the flawed program veterans use to receive 
medical care in the private sector. 

Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., chairman 
of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 
said President Donald Trump and White 
House officials will soon send guidance to 
the committee on what they wanted in a 
reform bill — information Isakson thinks 
could spur agreement among senators di¬ 
vided on the issue. 

Isakson requested the information after 
legislation his committee approved more 
than two months ago failed to make it to the 
Senate floor for a vote. 

“I hope what comes from the White 
House will be a catalyst,” Isakson said last 
week during a committee hearing. “We’ll 
begin work on it and try to find a bill we can 
unanimously get to the floor.” 

Congress has been negotiating reform to 
the Veterans Choice program for about a 
year, and Department of Veterans Affairs 
Secretary David Shulkin urged lawmak¬ 
ers to agree on changes by the end of 2017 
— a deadline that came and went without 
consensus. 

The Choice program was created follow¬ 
ing the VA wait-time scandal in 2014 in order 
to get veterans health care more quickly by 
sending them to private sector doctors. But 
lawmakers, veterans and VA officials have 
criticized the program as bureaucratic and 


complex, with arbitrary rules governing 
which veterans are eligible to receive non- 
VA health care. 

It’s also faced numerous funding short¬ 
falls. In August, Congress passed $2.1 billion 
in emergency funding for the program just 
before its bank account was to run empty. 
The same thing happened in December, and 
Congress authorized another $2.1 billion. 

Shulkin attributed the funding shortfalls 
to the growing popularity of the program 
and the unpredictability of month-to-month 
expenses. According to the latest VA data, 
36 percent of VA appointments in fiscal 
2017 were made through the Choice pro¬ 
gram. More than 1 million veterans used the 
program, an increase of 35,000 from fiscal 
2016. 

Shulkin said last week that the committee 
should prioritize Choice reform. 

“We’ve extended our current system but 
still have all the inefficiencies that we all 
know exist in Choice,” he said. “If we want 
to do the very best thing for veterans, we 
should pass new legislation that implements 
a better system.” 

One committee member. Sen. Jerry 
Moran, R-Kan., blamed Shulkin for dis¬ 
agreements among senators that led to an 
impasse on reform efforts. 

The Senate committee voted in November 
to send a bipartisan bill, the Caring for Our 
Veterans Act of 2017, to the Senate floor. The 
approximately $50 billion legislation offered 
more flexibility concerning veterans’ eligi¬ 
bility for private-sector care and included 
other provisions, such as a popular one to 
expand VA caregiver benefits to veterans 


injured before 9/11. 

The committee voted 14-1 on the bill, 
with Moran as the lone holdout. He later 
introduced his own legislation with Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., that he said better 
lays out in what instances veterans can seek 
private-sector health care instead of leav¬ 
ing those specifics up to the VA to decide. 
“In my view, too often commitments and 
pledges are made to this committee and to 
individual members regarding legislative 
efforts on behalf of our veterans,” Moran 
said during a Thursday committee hearing 
where Shulkin testified. “This is typical of 
what I’ve found with congressionally passed 
legislation — the VA changes course and 
thwarts the intent of Congress.” 

Moran said during the hearing that he 
thought Shulkin supported his bill over the 
one passed out of committee. He accused 
Shulkin of “double talk” that led to a rift be¬ 
tween senators. 

“In every instance, you led me to believe 
that you and I were on the same page,” 
Moran told Shulkin. “I learned, though, you 
have said something different to the chair¬ 
man and ranking member, and I’m of the 
opinion that our inability to reach an agree¬ 
ment is, in significant part, related to your 
ability to speak out of both sides of your 
mouth.” 

Shulkin responded to Moran that he was 
making “unfair characterizations.” 

“Everyone in public service takes the job 
to make a difference. There is no reason to 
turn things personal,” Shulkin told report¬ 
ers later. “I know Sen. Moran wants the best 
thing for veterans and wants the Choice bill 


to be the best it can. That’s exactly what I 
want.” 

Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., the ranking 
Democrat on the committee, pushed for 
Shulkin to issue clear support for the Car¬ 
ing for Our Veterans Act to help build 
consensus. 

“There’s a certain amount of frustration 
from Sen. Moran, the chairman, myself 
and other members of this committee that 
you’ve been silent,” Tester said. 

Criticism from Congress has been scarce 
for Shulkin during his first year in office, 
particularly from Republicans. Lawmakers 
often mention Shulkin’s 100-0 Senate con¬ 
firmation vote and laud the VA as an area of 
bipartisan agreement, and Trump touts it as 
an agency that’s made significant progress. 

Congress has passed several major re¬ 
form bills for the VA in the past year, in¬ 
cluding implementing new accountability 
measures and expanding the GI Bill. But 
Choice reform — a priority for Shulkin — is 
an area of contention. 

Isakson said he expected to receive guid¬ 
ance from the White House in the next few 
days and start negotiations soon after that. 

In the House, a Choice reform bill was 
passed along party lines. Democratic mem¬ 
bers voted against it, saying they were con¬ 
cerned about the government having the 
ability to fund an overhaul of VA community 
care programs because of the long-term 
cuts created by the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
It’s uncertain whether the bill will be taken 
up by the full House. 
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Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, left, and Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., toast each other as they wait to speak 
at a news conference on Capitoi Hill in Washington on Monday. 


Shutdown: Sanders, some 
Dems stick to their opposition 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“Now there is a real pathway to get a bill on the 
floor and through the Senate,” he said of legislation 
to halt any deportation efforts aimed at “Dreamers,” 
who were brought to the country as children and are 
now here illegally. 

The White House downplayed McConnell’s com¬ 
mitment and said Democrats caved under pressure. 

“They bhnked,” principal deputy press secretary 
Shah told CNN. 

Earlier Monday, McConnell raised hopes for a 
quick end to the shutdown, saying, “I hope and in¬ 
tend” to reach agreement soon on immigration and 
other contentious issues — if the Democrats agreed 
to the stopgap spending measure lasting a little less 
than three weeks. 

A block of liberal Democrats — some of them 2020 
presidential hopefuls — stuck to their opposition. 
Sens. Ehzabeth Warren, of Massachusetts; Dianne 
Feinstein, of Cahfornia; Kirsten Gilhbrand, of New 
York; and Cory Booker, of New Jersey, voted no, as 
did Sen.Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 

Feinstein said she wasn’t persuaded by McCon¬ 
nell’s assurances and did not know how a proposal to 
protect the more than 700,000 younger immigrants 
would fare in the House. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, of Wisconsin, told “Fox 
and Friends” Monday that if the Senate approved a 
temporary spending bill to reopen the government 
through Feb. 8, the House would approve it, too. 

The Senate vote came as most government offices 
cut back drastically or even closed on Monday, as the 
mqjor effects of the shutdown were first being felt 
with the beginning of the workweek. 

McConnell said he hoped to reach bipartisan solu¬ 
tions on immigration, border security, disaster aid, 
military funding and more by Feb. 8. If not, he said, 
“it would be my intention to take up legislation” ad¬ 
dressing those issues. 

Inching closer 

The Senate over the weekend inched closer but 
ultimately fell short of a deal that could have re¬ 
opened the government before the beginning of the 
workweek. 

On Sunday night, Democrats appeared to be hold¬ 
ing out for a firmer commitment from McConnell. 

“We have yet to reach an agreement on a path for¬ 
ward,” Schumer said then. 

There were hours of behind-the-scenes talks over 
the weekend between the leaders and rank-and-file 
lawmakers over how to end the display of legislative 


dysfunction, which began at midnight Friday after 
Democrats blocked a temporary spending measure. 
Democrats have sought to use the spending bill to 
win concessions, including protections for roughly 
700,000 younger immigrants. 

Repubhcans appeared increasingly confident that 
Democrats were bearing the brunt of criticism for 
the shutdown and that they would ultimately buckle. 
The White House and GOP leaders had said they 
would not negotiate with Democrats on immigration 
until the government reopened. 

Trump on Monday accused Democrats of priori¬ 
tizing services and security for noncitizens over U.S. 
citizens. “Not good,” his first tweet said. In a second 
tweet, he said, “Democrats have shut down our gov¬ 
ernment in the interests of their far left base. They 
don’t want to do it but are powerless!” 

Trump’s first tweet appeared to undercut com¬ 
ments by his legislative affairs director, Marc Short, 
who told CNN that the immigrants in question are 
law-abiding and “productive to our society.” Short 
says the administration wants to “find a pathway for 
them” to stay in the U.S. 

Resolve wavers 

It appeared that Democratic resolve was begin¬ 
ning to waver, with growing worries that a prolonged 
shutdown could prove to be an electoral headache for 
the party just as it has grown more confident about 
prospects in November midterm elections. 

Although they initially dug in on a demand for an 
immigration deal, Democrats had shifted to blaming 
the shutdown on the incompetence of Republicans 
and Trump. 

The president, who regularly disrupted negotia¬ 
tions in recent weeks, was a relatively subdued player 
in the weekend debate. He had not appeared in public 
since Friday afternoon. The White House said he was 
in regular contact with Republican leaders but had 
not reached out to any Democrats, a White House of¬ 
ficial said. 

Democrats are facing intense pressure from their 
base to solve the issue over the young immigrants, 
commonly referred to as “Dreamers,” and they are 
skeptical of Republicans’ credibility when offering 
to take up the issue. Whether Trump will back the 
emerging plan or any later proposal on immigration 
is an open question. 

While lawmakers feuded, critical government 
functions continued, with uniformed servicemem- 
bers, health inspectors and law enforcement officers 
set to work without pay. 


Why doesn’t Congress avoid 
shotting down government? 


By Fred Barbash 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A gov¬ 
ernment shutdown is hke the 
weather. Everyone talks about 
it but nobody does anything 
about it. 

There’s one big difference 
between the weather and shut¬ 
down, however. Nobody can 
do anything about the weather 
while members of Congress 
can easily avoid shutdowns. 
Indeed, they usually do, with 
only four “true” shutdowns in 
modern times 


ANALYSIS 


according 
to the Com- 
mittee for a 
Responsible 

Federal Budget, 18 short “fund¬ 
ing gaps,” but lots of continuing 
spending resolutions that have 
avoided them — at least 106 
times since fiscal 1997. 

If they can prevent shut¬ 
downs most of the time, then 
why not all the time? They all 
say they hate them. The an¬ 
swer, according to the bulk 
of the evidence, is that there’s 
largely no pain at the polls for 
most members. 

But there may be rewards. 

Like members of Congress, 
voters say they hate shutdowns, 
polls show. But by Election Day, 
they have demonstrated that 
they don’t really care. 

Particularly as the elector¬ 
ate has become more polarized 
around issues such as taxes, 
health care and now, immigra¬ 
tion, members are rewarded 
by their bases for fighting the 
good fight, for taking a stand, 
according to studies. And 
sometimes, the standoff offers 
elected officials in Washington 
leverage, their only chance to 
demonstrate their unyielding 
commitment to a particular 
cause and maybe even to score 
a win, however small. 

That’s because wins and 
leverage are hard to come by 
in today’s “broken” Congress, 
where meaningful legisla¬ 
tion on mqjor issues is such a 
rarity. 


An alternative 

Nobody knows this better 
than Tom Davis, the former 
Repubhcan House member 
from Northern Virginia who 
served in the House for seven 
terms before leaving Congress 
in 2008. With thousands of fed¬ 
eral employees in his district, 
Davis and a few other members 
tried repeatedly to pass legisla¬ 
tion that would forever avoid 
government shutdowns. 

When Congress failed to 
reach agreement on spending 
by the time the clock ran out, 
Davis’ proposal would have 
triggered a default spending 
law to keep the government 
up and running, an automatic 
continuing resolution. (A simi¬ 
lar proposal was introduced 
in this session of Congress by 
Pennsylvania Republican Rep. 
Lloyd Smucker.) 

Despite its simplicity, the 


proposal never got serious 
consideration, Davis told The 
Washington Post Sunday night. 
“The problem is that it takes 
away the abihty of one side to 
blackmail the other side. That’s 
why it never goes anywhere.” 

And this “is the way the lead¬ 
ership wants it,” he said. “They 
like the brinkmanship. ... At 
the end of the day, most mem¬ 
bers don’t care if the govern¬ 
ment shuts down if it helps get 
them to a better place” on some 
specific issue of importance to 
their base, he said. 

Consider, he said, the Demo¬ 
cratic insistence on using the 
government shutdown to try to 
win extension of the “Dream¬ 
ers” program, known officially 
as Deferred Action for Child¬ 
hood Arrivals, or DACA. “The 
political calculation here,” said 
Davis, is that “you have a presi¬ 
dent with high negatives and a 
Democratic base itching for a 
fight” over immigration. 

Using an unrelated spending 
bill as leverage, particularly in 
such a theatrical, high-profile 
way, helps many Democrats. 
“In the long term, your base 
sees you as a champion. You’ve 
drawn a stark line,” just as Re¬ 
publicans did in 2013 when the 
government shut down for 17 
days over their insistence that 
President Barack Obama yield 
ground on his signature legisla¬ 
tion, the Affordable Care Act. 

Systemic failure 

It’s a terrible way to do busi¬ 
ness, Davis said. But “before 
you’re too critical of them, re¬ 
member it’s the only leverage 
they have, particularly now 
that the legislative process is 
so broken and appropriations is 
the only thing that moves.” 

“Deadhnes typically force 
action,” Sarah Binder, an ex¬ 
pert on Congress at the Brook¬ 
ings Institution told the Post in 
an email. That’s why we call 
these spending bills ‘must-pass’ 
measures.” It’s not necessarily 
the case that “Congress likes 
shutdowns, she added. Rather, 
it’s “a failure of the system 
rather than a choice of one or 
both parties.” 

Shutdowns are all about 
“branding” for members, 
wrote political scientists An- 
dreu Casas and John Wilker- 
son, who closely studied the 
2013 shutdown for the mes¬ 
sages members tried to com¬ 
municate during and after the 
event. Those in safe districts, 
where “Obamacare” was es¬ 
pecially unpopular, used their 
militance to highlight their 
die-hard opposition to the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act. 

“Conservative Republicans 
were elated” with the shut¬ 
down, wrote Casas and Wilk- 
erson, seeing it “as their best 
opportunity to defund the Af¬ 
fordable Care Act.” 

In less safe districts where 
a shutdown might be more 
unpopular than Obamacare, 
Republicans highlighted their 
efforts to resolve the impasse. 
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Jeremiah CoLBERT/Courtesy of the U.S. Air National Guard 


Lowdown on shutdown 

Members of the North Dakota Air National Guard’s 119th Wing 
listen to a briefing as they begin the furlough process at their base 
in Fargo on Monday. Most unit personnel will be sent home on 
furlough status until conclusion of the government shutdown; the 
rest will perform their duties without pay until the shutdown ends. 

Nonprofit set to aid 
Gold Star families 
during shutdown 


Furloughed civilians sent 
home from the Pentagon 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A D.C.-area 
nonprofit said early Monday it 
was awaiting word from Pentagon 
officials on whether to step in and 
aid Gold Star families during a 
prolonged government shutdown. 

The families of two U.S. sol¬ 
diers killed in a helicopter crash 
Saturday morning are eligible 
for death gratuity benefits, which 
are halted during government 
shutdowns. As a result, Rockville, 
Md.-based Fisher House Founda¬ 
tion, which helped Gold Star fam¬ 
ilies during the 2013 shutdown, 
has stepped up again. 

“It’s still very early on, and 
based on the groundwork that was 
laid in 2013, that makes it easier 
for us to step up quicker and offer 
services,” Ken Fisher, chairman 
and CEO of his family’s nonprof¬ 
it, said of providing aid. “But we 
have not heard (from Pentagon 
officials yet). We are waiting, but 
we are ready.” 

The Army on Monday identi¬ 
fied the two soldiers killed in an 
Apache helicopter crash at Fort 
Irwin, Calif, as Clayton R. Cul¬ 
len, of Indiana, and Kevin F. 
Burke, of California. Both were 
based out of Fort Carson, Colo., 
the service said. 

Families of the two soldiers 
should be eligible for the govern¬ 
ment’s death benefit program, 
which includes an immediate 
$100,000 payment to each mili¬ 
tary family. The program is halt¬ 
ed during a shutdown, along with 
other funds that cover funeral, 
burial and travel expenses. 

Senate leaders announced just 
after noon they had reached a 
tentative deal to reopen the gov¬ 
ernment later Monday. 

While a shutdown doesn’t af¬ 
fect insurance-related death pay¬ 
ments — such as ones from the 


Servicemembers’ Group Life In¬ 
surance program — those funds 
can take weeks to reach families. 

A defense official on Monday 
said the families will not receive 
death gratuity payments until the 
shutdown is lifted. It wasn’t im¬ 
mediately clear early Monday if 
the Pentagon was working to con¬ 
nect the families of fallen soldiers 
with Fisher House. 

On Friday, Sen. Joe Manchin, 
D-W.Va., said he reached out to 
Fisher, and the nonprofit agreed 
to offer the families an advance 
grant until the government can 
make reimbursements. Fisher 
House will also cover flights, ho¬ 
tels and other incidentals for fam¬ 
ily members. 

Fisher on Monday said he was 
frustrated that the death benefits 
haven’t been made permanent, 
even as a legislative fix has lan¬ 
guished for years. 

“We need to enact legislation 
today, now, so that this doesn’t 
happen again,” he said. “It’s dif¬ 
ficult for me to sit back and watch 
the military and their families get 
lost through these political dis¬ 
agreements and squabbling.” 

Rep. Gerry Connolly, D-Va., has 
sponsored the Families of Fallen 
Servicemembers First Act during 
every congressional term since 
the 2013 shutdown, but the bill has 
stalled in committee. Each year, 
however, the plan has grown in 
support; it had eight cosponsors 
in 2013 and 108 this year. 

“These families have to deal 
with the tragic loss of their loved 
ones as well as suffer the loss of 
the monetary support for our 
government when they need it 
the most,” said Keith Humphrey, 
of Kansas, a Navy veteran and 
father-in-law to a fallen Marine 
Corps servicemember who has 
been working on the plan. 

grisales.claudiadistripes.com 
Twitter: ©cgrisales 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Thousands 
of civilian Defense Department 
workers deemed nonessential 
filed out of the Pentagon on Mon¬ 
day morning after receiving 
furloughs as the partial federal 
government shutdown entered its 
third day. 

Roughly half of the Defense 
Department’s nearly 750,000 
civilian employees worldwide 
reported for duty to fill out paper¬ 
work acknowledging their fur¬ 
loughs Monday before they were 
to be sent home by noon, Penta¬ 
gon officials said. It was not clear 
precisely how many of the more 
than 10,000 civilian employees 
stationed at the DOD’s headquar¬ 
ters building in Arlington, Va., 
received furloughs. 

Those civilians appeared likely 
to return to work Tuesday as Sen¬ 
ate leaders announced just after 
noon they had reached a tentative 
deal to reopen the government 
later Monday. 

For now, military operations 
across the world — especially 
those in combat zones includ¬ 
ing Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria 
— have seen no mqjor impacts 
because of the lapse in appro¬ 
priations, officials said. But they 
warned a prolonged shutdown 
would be a burden to the Defense 


Department. 

Furloughs “will have a signifi¬ 
cant impact on contracting, medi¬ 
cal facilities, as well as morale,” 
said Army Lt. Col. Michelle Bal- 
danza, a Pentagon spokeswoman. 
“Despite the shutdown, the De¬ 
partment of Defense will contin¬ 
ue carrying out our fundamental 
responsibility to defend our na¬ 
tion and the American people.” 

Workers receiving furloughs 
included all civilian personnel 
who were not deemed absolutely 
necessary for national security 
or to protect local personnel and 
property. By noon Monday at 
the Pentagon, the normally busy 
hallways were sparsely populated 
and parking lots began to empty. 

Uniformed servicemembers, 
however, remained at their desks, 
tasked with their normal work 
and, in some cases, the work of 
their furloughed civilian col¬ 
leagues, some military person¬ 
nel, who requested anonymity, 
told Stars and Stripes. 

Despite the shutdown, services 
around the Pentagon remained 
open, including the building’s 
many contactor-run restaurants 
and shops, laundry services, ci¬ 
vilian-run medical facilities and 
its exchange and gym, which are 
not funded by appropriations. 

Meanwhile, across the nation, 
military training continued. At 


curity Force Assistance Brigade 
continued its training rotation 
at the Joint Readiness Train¬ 
ing Center, where the new unit 
is preparing for an upcoming 
deployment to Afghanistan, a 
spokesman said. 

While the shutdown curtailed 
temporary travel assignments 
for most military and DOD ci¬ 
vilians, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis departed Washington on 
Sunday for a visit to Indonesia 
and Vietnam, where he was to 
meet with those nations’ defense 
leaders to “discuss security chal¬ 
lenges and shared interests” and 
to “re-affirm the enduring U.S. 
commitment to the Indo-Pa- 
cific,” according to a Pentagon 
statement. 

In a memorandum to the De¬ 
fense Department, Mattis sym¬ 
pathizes with people affected by 
the shutdown but encouraged the 
department to continue its work. 

“I recognize the consequenc¬ 
es of a government shutdown,” 
Mattis wrote. “You have my 
personal commitment that the 
department’s leadership will do 
our best to mitigate the impacts of 
the disruptions and any financial 
burdens to you and your families. 

“Steady as she goes — hold the 
line. I know our nation can count 
on you.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Europe, Mideast bases feel shutdown's impact 


Military: Work doesn't 
stop for servicemembers 


A fast food location at Ramstein Air Base in Germany lets customers 
know they’re open Monday despite the federal government 
shutdown. The shutdown delayed or canceled some services at 
overseas military bases. 



From staff reports 

The shutdown’s effects were 
being tallied at bases in Europe, 
Africa and Afghanistan among 
other areas. While many quality- 
of-life programs remained open, 
they were impacted already by 
staffing shortages. 

In Naples, Italy, Alii Darne, 21, 
an E-4 sailor’s spouse, learned 
Monday that the counselors help¬ 
ing them cope with recent hard¬ 
ships were furloughed, which she 
said will cause a setback in their 
treatments. 

Darne said she was concerned 
about losing pay for an indefinite 
period and about the “mixed mes¬ 
sages and misinformation flying 
around in panic on social media” 
about the shutdown’s effects. 

Still, she believed the shutdown 
is part of democracy, with each 
political faction battling for the 
voters they represent. 

“That’s actually what our mili¬ 
tary is fighting for,” Darne said. 
“This is another sacrifice we have 
to make for people to feel heard 
and for our government to do its 
job, so we’ve made peace with it 
and we’ll make do.” 

Meanwhile, more than 200 U.S. 
Army Africa personnel, about 30 
percent of the command’s work¬ 
force, received furloughs. Mili¬ 
tary personnel continued to work 
and accrue pay, but won’t receive 
it until money is appropriated, 
the command said in a statement 
Monday. 

Other bases announced the fol¬ 
lowing closures and cancellations 
Monday: 

■ At Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany, education counseling 
was unavailable and tuition assis¬ 
tance had reduced services and 
no new appointments, but college 
classes continued as scheduled. 

Additionally, at Ramstein, pro¬ 
motion testing was postponed; 
the manpower flight had reduced 
services; child and youth servic¬ 
es instructional programs were 


canceled and the Airman and 
Family Readiness section offered 
reduced services. 

■ At U.S. Army Garrison 
Stuttgart, the following groups 
and classes were canceled or 
closed: Family Readiness Group 
support; Survivor Outreach Ser¬ 
vices; information and referral 
services, financial readiness; em¬ 
ployment readiness; the volun¬ 
teer program; mobilization and 
deployment readiness and mas¬ 
ter resiliency training. The gar¬ 
rison furloughed 82 of its civilian 
workers Monday. Another 66 
civilians were determined to be 
essential and were working with¬ 
out pay. The rest of the garrison’s 
650-strong workforce is a mix of 
non-appropriated fund employ¬ 
ees unaffected by the shutdown 
and military personnel required 
to report for duty. 


■ At Landstuhl Regional Med¬ 
ical Center, most patient services 
remain open. Appointments made 
before Friday and scheduled 
through Jan. 26 “should still be 
honored, although some services 
like elective surgeries may be 
curtailed,” the hospital said in a 
statement. The hospital will con¬ 
tact any patients whose appoint¬ 
ment are canceled, if necessary. 

■ U.S. Army Garrison Italy 
called a mandatory meeting 
Monday afternoon for Defense 
Department civilians and Ital¬ 
ian workers to discuss the shut¬ 
down’s impact. Stars and Stripes 
was barred from attending the 
meeting. 

Officials said that the garrison 
could blunt the impact of the shut¬ 
down on services by shifting Ital¬ 
ian workers and non-furloughed 
workers to critical customer 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Hospitals and clinics re¬ 
mained open, although some 
have not confirmed appoint¬ 
ments beyond this week. 

Temporary duty official 
travel was curtailed and 
scheduling changes between 
duty stations was delayed in 
some areas. 

American Forces Network 
television, which initially shut 
down, is continuing with one 
sports and one news channel. 

Thus far, most servicemem¬ 
bers who spoke with Stars and 
Stripes said they weren’t se¬ 
verely impacted. 

“Being in the military it 
hasn’t affected us personally,” 
Navy Petty Officer 1st Class 
April Watson, 40, of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., said at Yongsan Garrison 
in Seoul, South Korea. “You 


service areas, such as passport 
services. A number of Army 
Community Services programs 
were closed, however, includ¬ 
ing Family Readiness Support, 
Survivor Outreach Services, the 
Exceptional Family Member Pro¬ 
gram, financial readiness, mobi¬ 
lization readiness and volunteer 
programs. Family advocacy and 
victim advocacy would remain 
open, officials said. 

Meanwhile, Vicenza medical 
personnel said in a statement that 
the shutdown would “have very 
little immediate impact on Public 
Health Command Europe’s abil¬ 
ity to perform its mission.” 

■ In Wiesbaden, Germany, less 
than 70 garrison and Installation 
Management Command-Europe 


still have to continue to work 
... whether we’re caught in the 
middle or not I still have to 
perform and serve regardless 
if I’m getting a paycheck or 
not because this is something 
that I signed up for. 

“When we have pay affect¬ 
ed, a lot of things deteriorate 
as far as our morale,” she 
said. “Those who are forward 
(deployed), if their finances 
are not good their potential to 
be ready to fight may go down 
because they’re concerned 
about their families back at 
home and how they’re going 
to survive.” 

Civilians in South Korea 
are required to work, but it’s 
unknown when they’ll get 
paid. 


employees were furloughed, of¬ 
ficials said Monday. Army Com¬ 
munity Service programs were 
canceled or reduced in services. 
Other closed resources included 
inprocessing and outprocessing, 
the Army Substance Abuse Pro¬ 
gram, passport office and retiree 
services, while more than a dozen 
other services are operating with 
limited service, the garrison said 
in a Facebook post. 

■ Most services at bases in 
Afghanistan continued operating 
normally. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Nancy 
Montgomery, Erik Slavin, John 
Vandiver, Scott Wyland and Martin 
Egnash contributed to this report. 
news@stripes.com 


Local workers made up for furloughed Pacific employees 


From staff reports 

While essential services remained open 
in Japan, South Korea and Okinawa, some 
offices relied heavily on local national 
workers to make up for a civilian worker 
shortfall. 

Yokota Air Base officials posted a note 
on the base Facebook page stating that the 
dining facility, fitness and child care cen¬ 
ters, personnel, housing offices and the 
Red Cross were open and that buses were 
running on schedule, before snow forced 
an early closure of most facilities. 

The Naval Forces Japan website told a 
similar story: “... food and beverage opera¬ 
tions, movie theaters, bowling centers, fit¬ 
ness centers, liberty centers, libraries and 
ITT (Information, Tickets and Travel) to 


name a few will operate normal hours.” 

Some programs and classes weren’t 
available at Yokosuka Naval Base during 
the shutdown, but counseling services such 
as SAPR (Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response) and Family Advocacy services 
operated as normal, the website stated. 

In a post on Misawa Air Base’s Facebook 
page, officials said all military and civilian 
personnel were expected to report to work 
as usual to receive guidance from base 
leadership. 

However, the Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni website said the base library, new 
parent support program, and all teen and 
youth center activities were closed until 
further notice. 

Sgt. Harris Cooper, 29, of Fairfield, 
Conn., based at Daegu but at Yongsan 


Garrison in Seoul for a meeting, said he’d 
survive the shutdown even if his pay didn’t 
come through on time. 

“I’m not living paycheck to paycheck,” 
he said. 

But he said it was extra stress, especially 
for deployed troops. 

“On top of the stress of being downrange 
... you have to deal with the stress of worry¬ 
ing about your family back home,” he said. 

On Guam, Join Region Marianas held 
a town hall meeting and told residents to 
expect delays to nonessential services. 
Housing assignments and routine process¬ 
ing would be affected by the shutdown, a 
region spokesman said in an email to Stars 
and Stripes. Routine facility repairs were 
limited and emergency repairs could be 
delayed, the spokesman said. 


First Lt. Edward Pingel, a Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific spokesman said by 
email that government services on Okina¬ 
wa would be limited but that on-base gyms, 
libraries, clubs and restaurants would re¬ 
main open. 

“Behavioral Health run SAPR, Sub¬ 
stance Abuse, Family Advocacy and Com¬ 
munity Counseling, as well as emergent 
cases and screenings will continue as 
usual,” he said. 

Education Centers and Marine and fam¬ 
ily program offices on Camps Schwab, 
Hansen, Courtney, Kinser and Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma would be 
closed, he said. 

Stars and Stripes reporters Marcus FichtI, Leon 
Cook, Kim Gamei, Matthew Burke and Seth 
Robson contributed to this report. 
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White House backs 
ad calling Dems 
'complicif in deaths 



Caltrans workers clear mud Wednesday in Montecito, Calif., from a section of center divider guardrail 
along northbound U.S. 101 that was closed following flooding Jan. 9. 

California highway swamped 
by deadly mudslides reopens 


Associated Press 

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. 
— A coastal California highway 
swamped by deadly mudslides 
reopened Sunday after a nearly 
two-week closure that caused 
traffic headaches across the re¬ 
gion, state officials said. 

Traffic began moving again on 
U.S. 101 in Santa Barbara County 
shortly after noon, according to 
Jim Shivers, spokesman for the 
California Department of Trans¬ 
portation. Officials had promised 
a day earlier that the highway 


Letter by Alexander 
Hamilton for sale 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — A 
rare military document written 
by Alexander Hamilton near the 
end of the Revolutionary War will 
be up for bidding this week in 
Sacramento. 

The Sacramento Bee reported 
the letter, written by one of the 
Founding Fathers of the U.S. and 
the first secretary of the treasury, 
will be among the highlights of 
“Weapons & War: Objects of Her¬ 
oism and Tragedy,” an auction 
featuring more than 300 items 
spanning the Revolutionary War 
to World War II. 

Hamilton penned the letter in 
1782. Auctioneer Brian Withered 
said the letter was found in a New 
England schoolhouse, then was 
passed down through a family. 

Two heirs to the document live 
in Sacramento. 

The live auction starts at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at Witherell’s 
Auction House. 

From The Associated Press 


would be open in time for the 
Monday morning commute. 

All lanes were inundated Jan. 
9 when a powerful storm brought 
down boulders and trees from 
hillsides in Montecito made bare 
by last month’s wildfires. At least 
21 people were killed and hun¬ 
dreds of homes were destroyed or 
damaged. A 17-year-old boy and a 
2-year-old girl remain missing. 

Crews worked around the clock 
clearing drainage areas, stabiliz¬ 
ing embankments and repairing 
guardrails and signs. They also 


Associated Press 

MADISON, Wis. — In a tack to 
the left in an election year, Wis¬ 
consin Republican Gov. Scott 
Walker announced Sunday that 
he wants a state law that would 
bar insurers from denying a per¬ 
son health coverage due to a pre¬ 
existing condition. 

He also wants Wisconsin to 
join Minnesota, Oregon, Hawaii 
and Alaska in obtaining a fed¬ 
eral waiver to offer reinsurance, 
a move designed to lower premi¬ 
ums for people in the private in¬ 
surance marketplace. 

Walker said the steps are neces¬ 
sary because “Washington failed 
to act” on passing a replacement 
for the Affordable Care Act, also 
known as “Obamacare” — in ef¬ 
fect criticizing fellow Republi¬ 
cans who control Congress and 
the White House. 

Democrats accused Walker of 


cleaned and swept the highway. 

During the U.S. 101 shutdown, 
Amtrak added additional cars to 
its route between Santa Barbara 
and points east as travelers in¬ 
creasingly relied on rail service 
to get around the closure. 

With many surface streets also 
impassable, for a time the only 
other ground route into the Los 
Angeles area — located 90 miles 
down the coast — was a series of 
smaller mountain highways that 
added more than three hours to 
the trip. 


hypocrisy. He has been a consis¬ 
tent and vocal critic of the health 
care law, refused to participate in 
the federal marketplace and re¬ 
peatedly advocated for the law’s 
repeal and replacement. He also 
previously suggested he might 
have Wisconsin opt out of the law’s 
pre-existing-condition rules. 

“Give me a break on this pivot,” 
Democratic Assembly Minority 
Leader Gordon Hintz said. “The 
problem we’re trying to fix was 
self-inflicted by Gov. Walker.” 

By seeking a reinsurance waiv¬ 
er, Walker is taking a step to make 
the private marketplace in Wis¬ 
consin more stable and afford¬ 
able for more than 200,000 people 
in it. He plans to use his State of 
the State speech on Wednesday 
to ask the Republican-controlled 
Legislature to approve the pro¬ 
posals this year, and said leaders 
are on board. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House is defending a tough new ad 
by President Donald Trump’s re- 
election campaign that says Dem¬ 
ocrats will be “complicit” in any 
killings committed by immigrants 
in the U.S. illegally. 

The 30-second spot was re¬ 
leased on Saturday’s anniversary 
of Trump’s inauguration and amid 
the start of the government shut¬ 
down. Democrats were refusing 
to fund the government unless 
Republicans agree to protect some 
700,000 immigrants brought to the 
country illegally as children. The 
ad highlights the Republican presi¬ 
dent’s pledge to build a border wall 
and tighten border security. 

“Democrats who stand in our 
way will be complicit in every 
murder committed by illegal im¬ 
migrants,” the ad said. 

The ad features Luis Bracamon- 
tes, who is in the U.S. illegally and 
is suspected of killing two Northern 
California sheriff’s deputies in an 
October 2014 rampage. Bracamon- 
tes’ violent court outbursts have in¬ 
cluded regrets that he did not harm 


By Andrew Welsh-Huggins 
Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — At¬ 
torneys for a condemned killer 
whose execution was stopped last 
year after 25 minutes of unsuc¬ 
cessful needle sticks are once 
again recommending the firing 
squad as an alternative. 

The execution also could pro¬ 
ceed if the state adopts a closely 
regulated lethal injection process 
that includes a headpiece to moni¬ 
tor the brain 
activity of death 
row inmate 
Alva Campbell 
and medicine 
to revive him if 
the lethal drugs 
don’t work, at¬ 
torneys said in a 
court filing ear- 
her this month. 

Without those 
measures, Campbell’s execution 
would involve “a sure or very 
likely risk of serious harm in the 
form of severe, needless physical 
pain and suffering,” Campbell’s 
federal public defenders said in 
the Jan. 4 filing. 

Campbell, 59, was sentenced to 
die for fatally shooting an 18-year- 
old man in a 1997 carjacking. 

The state unsuccessfully tried 
to execute Campbell on Nov. 15 
in the state death chamber at the 
Southern Ohio Correctional Fa¬ 
cility in Lucasville. 


more officers. 

The ad closes with a recorded 
endorsement by Trump. 

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said na¬ 
tional security is Trump’s top pri¬ 
ority as president. 

Sanders told ABC’s “Good Morn¬ 
ing America” on Monday that “it’s 
absolutely appropriate for the com¬ 
mander in chief to do everything 
he can to make sure he’s protecting 
our citizens.” 

On Sunday, Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., called the spot “really unbe¬ 
lievable and so sad for our coun¬ 
try,” in an interview with CNN’s 
“State of the Union.” 

Republicans — and even a White 
House official — tried to distance 
themselves from the spot. 

“It’s done from a political orga¬ 
nization,” White House legislative 
affairs director Marc Short told 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” on Sunday. 
“It’s not done from people working 
inside the White House.” 

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., told CBS’ “Face the Na¬ 
tion” on Sunday that “I don’t know 
if that’s necessarily productive.” 


After the Ohio prisons director 
stopped the execution. Repub¬ 
lican Gov. John Kasich issued a 
reprieve and rescheduled the ex¬ 
ecution for June 2019. 

Prison officials said three ex¬ 
aminations found usable veins in 
Campbell’s arms the day of and 
the day before the execution. But 
executioners weren’t able to es¬ 
tablish successful IV lines when 
it came time to put Campbell to 
death. 

As a result, using a firing squad 
for Campbell must be an option, 
his attorneys argue. 

A firing squad wouldn’t cause 
severe suffering, doesn’t require 
drugs Campbell might be allergic 
to or the need to find a vein. It also 
doesn’t require the involvement 
of a doctor, the attorneys said in a 
533-page filing. 

A firing squad “virtually elimi¬ 
nates the unconstitutional lin¬ 
gering death and other severe 
physical and mental pain and 
suffering” that Campbell might 
suffer by injection, the attorneys 
said. 

The Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office wants Campbell’s request 
tossed out, saying it’s “beyond the 
borders of common sense.” 

“It would seem indisputable 
that a firing squad produces 
greater observable effects on the 
inmate than lethal injection,” Joc¬ 
elyn Lowe, an assistant attorney 
general, said in a Thursday filing. 


Wis. governor moves to 
stabilize insurance market 


Lawyers: Firing squad 
must be option for killer 



Campbell 
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Even without El Nino, Earth kept warming in 17 


By Seth Borenstein 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Earth last 
year wasn’t quite as hot as 2016’s 
record-shattering mark, but it 
ranked second or third, depending 
on who was counting. 

Scientists say it showed a clear 
signal of man-made global warm¬ 
ing because it was the hottest year 
they’ve seen without an El Nino 
boosting temperatures naturally. 

The National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration and the 
United Kingdom’s meteorological 
office on Thursday announced that 
2017 was the third-hottest year on 
record. At the same time, NASA 


and researchers from a nonprofit 
in Berkeley, Calif, called it the 
second. 

The agencies slightly differ be¬ 
cause of how much they count an 
overheating Arctic, where there 
are gaps in the data. 

The global average temperature 
in 2017 was 58.51 degrees, which 
is 1.51 degrees above the 20th- 
century average and just behind 
2016 and 2015, NOAA said. 

Earher, European forecasters 
called 2017 the second-hottest 
year, while the Japanese Meteoro¬ 
logical Agency called it the third- 
hottest. Two other scientific groups 
that use satellite, not ground, mea¬ 
surements split on 2017 being sec¬ 


ond- or third-hottest. 

“This is human-caused chmate 
change in action,” said Nobel 
Prize-winning chemist Mario Mo- 
hna, of the University of California 
San Diego, who wasn’t part of any 
of the measuring teams. “Chmate 
is not weather, (which) can go up 
and down from year to year. What 
counts is the longer-term change, 
which is clearly upwards.” 

Which year is first, second or 
third doesn’t reaUy matter much, 
said Princeton University chmate 
scientist Gabriel Vecchi. What re¬ 
ady matters is the clear warming 
trend, he said. 

NOAA’s five hottest years have 
been from 2010 on. 


During an El Nino year — when 
a warming of the central Pacific 
changes weather worldwide — the 
globe’s annual temperature can 
spike, naturahy, by a 10th or two 
of a degree, scientists said. There 
was a strong El Nino during 2015 
and 2016. 

But 2017 finished with a La 
Nina, the cousin of El Nino that 
lowers temperatures. Had there 
been no man-made warming, 
2017 would have been average or 
slightly cooler than normal, said 
National Center for Atmospheric 
Research chmate scientist Ben 
Sanderson. 

On the other hand, NASA calcu¬ 
lated if the temperature contribu¬ 


tions of El Nino and El Nina were 
removed from the global data 
through the years, 2017 would go 
down as the hottest year on re¬ 
cord, NASA chief chmate scientist 
Gavin Schmidt said. 

Not every year will be warmer 
than the last because of natural 
variations, but the trend over 
years will be rising temperatures, 
they said. 

The observed warming has 
been predicted within a few lOths 
of a degree in computer simula¬ 
tions going back to the 1970s and 
1980s, several scientists said. 

It’s been 33 years since the last 
month that the globe was cooler 
than normal, according to NOAA. 


Solar probe will get closer 
to sun than any spacecraft 



Ed Whitman, NASA/Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 


Members of the integration and testing team roll the Parker Solar Probe into the 
acoustic test chamber at Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md. 


By Sarah Kaplan 

The Washington Post 

Shortly after NASA was established in 
1958, the nation’s top scientists compiled a 
list of missions they thought the new space 
agency should pursue. The proposals were 
heady, considering at that point only three 
satellites had ever been launched. Research¬ 
ers suggested an Earth-orbiting telescope 
that could detect the universe’s most distant 
stars, probes that would venture to the solar 
system’s other planets, an initiative to land 
humans on the surface of the moon. 

With time, each of those dreams became 
a reality — the Hubble Space Telescope, 
the twin Voyager spacecraft, the Apollo 
program. All except one: an effort to get a 
close look at the sun, the source of Earth’s 
light and heat, as well as solar storms that 
could disrupt our satellites and fry our elec¬ 
tric grid. 

It took decades for the technology to pro¬ 
tect scientific equipment from the sun’s 
rays to be invented. 

On a recent morning, a spacecraft not un¬ 
like the one envisioned in 1958 sat in a ster¬ 
ile room at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight 
Center. Its side panels were open to expose 
its inner workings — electronics boxes, a 
propulsion tank, instruments for measur¬ 
ing the sun’s magnetic field and capturing 
images of its tumultuous atmosphere. The 
spacecraft’s heat shield was encased in a 
separate container, emblazoned with large 
red lettering that admonished “HANDLE 
ONLY UNDER SUPERVISION” and “DO 
NOT EXPOSE TO DIRECT SUNLIGHT.” 

Pointing out the warnings, engineer Cur¬ 
tis Wilkerson chuckled. This summer, the 
Parker Solar Probe will launch on a journey 
that will send it skimming through the sun’s 
atmosphere at a pace of 450,000 mph — fast 
enough to get from Washington to New 
York in about a second. It will fly within 4 
milhon miles of the sun’s surface — seven 
times closer than any spacecraft has gotten 
before. That heat shield will not only be ex¬ 
posed to sunlight, it must withstand blasts 
of 3,000 degrees Fahrenheit while simulta¬ 
neously maintaining the instruments on the 
other side at roughly room temperature. 

After 60 years of advances in science and 
technology, this craft will probe our star’s 
mysteries and monitor behavior that could 
affect everyone on Earth. 

Wilkerson is a systems assurance man¬ 
ager with the Johns Hopkins Apphed Phys¬ 
ics Laboratory, which built the Parker Solar 
Probe. It’s his job to ensure the scientists and 
engineers who work on the spacecraft fol¬ 
low the protocols in place to protect it. Metal 


objects must be demagnetized so they don’t 
affect the instruments. Technicians must 
wear hairnets, gloves and ground bracelets 
that dispel static electricity so they won’t 
give the spacecraft a shock. Even ordinary 
notebooks are banned. Instead, visitors are 
handed sheets of special paper designed not 
to shed microscopic debris. Harsh though 
the environment around the sun may be, 
the biggest threat the probe will encounter 
in its lifetime is a careless human. 

(Here’s where I make a confession: I 
sneezed inside the clean room. If something 
goes wrong, my mucus and I will take the 
blame.) 

With Wilkerson and his colleagues on 
hand to keep unreliable humans (especially 
rogue reporters) in check, integration and 
test lead Annette Dolbow oversees the pro¬ 
cess of actually putting the Parker Solar 
Probe together. In the past few months, 
under her watchful eye, a collection of 
metal parts constructed at labs around the 
country coalesced into a Prius-sized, vase¬ 
shaped spacecraft. 

The process has made Dolbow intimately 
acquainted with the probe’s quirks. She 
compared it to a toddler: endearing, but 
constantly giving her cause for anxiety. On 
the one hand, there are features like the 
Solar Probe Cup, which will poke out from 
behind the heat shield to scoop up samples 
from the flood of high energy particles es¬ 
caping the sun. 

One the other hand, there’s the probe’s 
coohng system, which works hke a radiator 
containing 5 liters of pressurized water and 
is unlike anything ever used on a spacecraft 
before. 

Dolbow’s team has also subjected the 
spacecraft to a battery of tests to ensure it 
can handle the hazards of flight — baking 
it, shaking it, blasting it with lasers. 

Last week, they began one of the probe’s 
most significant trials yet: thermal vacuum 
testing. Over the course of seven weeks 
inside a dark, 40-foot-tall chamber, the 
spacecraft will be chilled to -292 degrees to 
simulate the bitter cold of space, then blast¬ 
ed with heat proportional to what it might 
experience during its closest approaches to 
the sun. Engineers will test the spacecraft’s 
hardware and perform a flight simulation 
under a range of harrowing conditions. 

With that finished, the spacecraft just has 
to be packed up, shipped to Florida, placed 
atop a rocket and blasted off the Earth. 
Passing by Venus, it will get a gravitational 
boost needed to swing into a series of 24 egg- 
shaped orbits around the sun. With each 
close approach, the probe will fly through 
the sun’s atmosphere, called the corona. 



NASA 


In this composite image taken by NASA’s 
Solar Dynamics Observatory, solar 
material leaps off the left side of the sun. 

In those moments, the carbon composite 
heat shield about the thickness of an ency¬ 
clopedia will be all that stands between the 
spacecraft and temperatures hot enough to 
melt iron. 

“That technology just didn’t exist 30 
years ago,” said Eric Christian, a physicist 
at Goddard and the deputy principal inves¬ 
tigator for one of the ParW Solar Probe’s 
main instruments. 

Why exert all this effort just to fly close 
to the sun — an endeavor multiple Greek 
myths warned us against? As Christian 
explained it, the story begins with a young 
solar scientist named Eugene Parker, who 


was the first person to realize the solar 
wind of charged particles streaming from 
the corona moves faster than the speed of 
sound. That finding, pubhshed in the 1950s, 
was initially dismissed by the astrophysical 
community, but then direct observations 
confirmed it. 

The acceleration of the solar wind re¬ 
mains one of the “fundamental science 
questions about the sun,” Christian said. 
That lingering mystery is why NASA is so 
eager to explore our star, and why the space 
agency took the unprecedented step of 
naming the solar probe after Parker, who is 
now 90. No other spacecraft has ever been 
named for a living person. 

The probe will also investigate two relat¬ 
ed mysteries: Why is the sun’s atmosphere 
hotter than its surface? And how do high- 
energy particles get sped out of the corona 
and into space? 

The answers are keenly relevant to hfe on 
Earth. Disruptions in the sun’s atmosphere 
can generate huge explosions of ionized gas, 
called coronal mass ejections, and bursts 
of radiation known as solar flares. When 
CMEs interact with our planet’s magneto¬ 
sphere, they induce electric currents that 
may travel through the ground and rupture 
power grids. 

Meanwhile, solar flares can interfere 
with radio communication and cause radia¬ 
tion poisoning in any spacefaring astronauts 
who are unprotected by Earth’s magnetic 
field. Predicting these events will require 
the scientists to figure out the complex 
physics of the fusion reactor in our sky. 
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By Trudy Rubin 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

L ast month I drove along an endless 
barbed-wire fence on the Golan 
Heights that defines the Israeli- 
Syrian border, with the dim sound 
of artillery booming in the distance. A de¬ 
tour to a rocky hilltop allowed me to look 
out, under dark clouds, at a Syrian land¬ 
scape that reflects the new world disorder 
we face in 2018. 

The operative words are complexity and 
uncertainty, as the Trump team struggles 
to define a consistent strategy for the Mid¬ 
east and elsewhere. The new U.S. defense 
strategy unveiled Friday focuses on great 
power competition with Russia and China 
rather than terrorism, while mentioning 
Iran (and, of course. North Korea). 

On the other side of the Golan fence, on 
Syrian soil, many of those interests are 
in play; some combination of Russia, the 
United States, Iran, Israel and jihadi rem¬ 
nants could wind up in a collision. 

The spectacularly beautiful Golan 
Heights region, which directly overlooks 
northern Israel, was captured from Syria 
during the 1967 war and annexed in 1981 
(though not internationally recognized). 
For many years, the Golan border was 
Israel’s most peaceful. Then the chaos of 
civil war erupted, and the border became 
home to a string of local Sunni opposition 
militias, Syrian government forces and 
a pocket of Islamic State at the southern 
end. 

Almost by accident, Israel began a Good 
Neighbor policy of providing health care 
for wounded Syrians from the other side of 
the fence. “Seven Syrians came to the bor¬ 
der in March 2013 and asked to be let in,” 
I was told by Dr. Noam Fink, chief medical 
officer of the Israel Defense Force’s North- 


T he population of the United States 
in 2016 was an estimated 323 mil¬ 
lion, and the number of National 
Park System visitors was more 
than 330 million. So I’ll venture that most of 
us have a favorite national park moment. 

I have lots. Standing atop Longs Peak in 
Rocky Mountain National Park with a view 
into white-blue eternity in every direc¬ 
tion. Running downwind on an old wooden 
schooner, sails white and sea dark, off the 
coast of Maine in Acadia National Park. 
Picturing barefoot soldiers under Stone¬ 
wall Jackson passing ghostly in the fogs 
of Shenandoah National Park. Boggling at 
the massive dimensions of time wrought in 
trees and stone in Sequoia and Grand Can¬ 
yon national parks. 

The Western sage Wallace Stegner 
called our national parks “the best idea we 
ever had.” Even in these fractious times, 
I don’t sense much dissent. The pettiness 
of human disputation gutters in the face 
of this magnificent land: these seas, these 
plains, these mountains, these deserts, 
these islands. 

Presidency 101: If you can’t find com¬ 
mon ground in the national parks, you’re 
guilty of leadership malpractice. 

So what are we to make of the mass res¬ 
ignation last week from the Park Service 
Advisory Board? With everything going on 
in this uneasy world, why make the parks 
a battleground? The trouble with President 
Donald Trump is not that he picks fights. 
All good presidents pick fights. 

It’s not even that Trump picks a lot of 
fights, because other presidents have 
picked a lot of fights. 

The trouble is that Trump picks so many 
of the wrong fights. 


ern Command. Word spread, Israeli medi¬ 
cal teams started coming to the border; the 
more seriously injured were evacuated to 
hospitals in northern Israel. 

The Syrian civil war virtually destroyed 
medical care in Syrian conflict zones. So 
Israel also permitted the Louisiana-based 
U.S. Christian charity Friend Ships to open 
a clinic last summer right at the border that 
serves families who cross over daily for 
chronic or emergency illnesses. It is amaz¬ 
ing to look across the fence and see a hut in 
no-man’s-land where Syrian civilians are 
checked, then allowed to walk down a path 
and through a gate into Israel. 

Volunteer manager Sheray Morrison, a 
66-year-old grandmother of 14 from New 
York, says 2,500 patients have crossed 
along with a Syrian doctor who commutes 
daily. (Volunteer U.S. doctors and dentists 
come for short visits.) Children are given 
toys and parents get food packages; piles of 
stuffed animals and a swing set fill one of 
the white tents that make up the clinic. 

Meantime, 4,000 Syrians have crossed 
the fence via the Israel Defense Force’s 
Operation Good Neighbor, including many 
women and children. Israel has also trans¬ 
ferred tons of food, medicines and cloth¬ 
ing across to Syria. “We see the gratitude. 
We’ll continue as long as it is needed,” Fink 
told me. 

However, a large proportion of the in¬ 
jured are young Syrians wounded in fight¬ 
ing. Israeli officials deny Western news 
reports that they have funded or armed 
local Sunni militias. But former Defense 
Minister Moshe Ya’alon made clear in 
2015 that medical aid to Sunni rebels was 
extended on condition that they prevent Is¬ 
lamist fighters from nearing the border. 

Now Israel’s border situation has become 
even more complex. 


I could mention his fight with the immi¬ 
grants who do such a beautiful job build¬ 
ing his towers and cleaning his hotels 
and grooming his golf courses. Or I could 
mention his fight with former FBI Direc¬ 
tor James Comey, whose firing last year 
produced the far-more threatening special 
counsel Robert Mueller. Or even his fights 
last week with his own legislative team, as 
he tweeted violently against the very posi¬ 
tions his administration was trying to win. 

Instead, consider the ruckus inside the 
Park Service, the agency created to pre¬ 
serve and protect our nation’s greatest 
treasures — some 400 parks, trails, bat¬ 
tlefields, rivers and historic sites in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. Ten of 
the 12 members of the Park Service Advi¬ 
sory Board, a bipartisan volunteer group 
established in 1935 to provide citizen and 
scientific counsel to the Interior Depart¬ 
ment, resigned in protest over the Trump 
administration’s failure to nominate a di¬ 
rector for the park system or even to con¬ 
vene a meeting of the board. 

Tension at Interior is nothing new. 
Among other assignments, the department 
manages the lion’s share of the 640 million 
acres of federally owned land in the Unit¬ 
ed States. Mining, drilling, grazing and 
water interests clash with conservation¬ 
ists over access to this bounty. It’s no sur¬ 
prise that conservative Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke would ruffle some feathers by 
embracing pro-extraction policies unlike 
those of the Obama years. 

What feels new is the needless antago¬ 
nism of Park Service stewards. Most of 
the advisory board members who submit¬ 
ted resignations were near the end of their 
terms anyway. The Trump administration 
will soon choose its own candidates to con¬ 
trol the board. If Zinke had managed an 


There has been an upsurge of casualties 
at the fence in recent weeks as the Syrian 
regime retakes border towns held by Sunni 
rebels, including Beit Jinn, across from the 
northern end of the Golan and near Leba¬ 
non. That raises a critical issue for Israel: 
whether Lebanon’s Hezbollah or other Shi¬ 
ite proxies of Iran will set up bases near 
the border. 

Here is where we see the complexity of 
the new world disorder in full flower. 

Russia and the United States are jockey¬ 
ing for influence in post-ISIS Syria, with 
Russia far ahead. The Trump team, along 
with Israel, wants Russia to prevent Iran 
from setting up permanent bases in Syria 
that could threaten Israel. One test was 
whether a “deconfliction” accord between 
Washington and Moscow would prevent 
Iran’s Shiite proxies from basing along the 
Golan border. That accord has not worked. 

The Israelis are annoyed, and disap¬ 
pointed with Washington’s deal. They have 
told the Russians — with whom they are 
on good terms — that they won’t let He¬ 
zbollah build an infrastructure nearby. 
(Meantime, Israel has been bombing Ira¬ 
nian bases farther inland, presumably 
with Russian knowledge.) 

So across that barbed-wire fence sim¬ 
mers a rich geopolitical stew that may be 
served cold or hot. Will Russia control its 
Iranian ally? Will Iran control Hezbollah? 
If not, will there be a war between Israel 
and Iran? (Or between America and Tur¬ 
key on Syria’s northern border?) 

And finally, does the Trump team have 
the heft to affect the outcome? Or is Amer¬ 
ica a spent force? Watch what happens 
along that Golan fence for clues to all of 
the above. 

Trudy Rubin is a coiumnist and editorial board 
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


‘shock of the real’ 

orderly transition, instead of giving the 
board the back of his hand, he could have 
signaled a continuity of purpose in sharing 
and caring for the crown jewels of Ameri¬ 
ca’s heritage. 

The legacy entrusted to the National 
Park Service doesn’t belong to one party 
or the other, much less to Trump or to his 
movement. It belongs to all of the Ameri¬ 
can people. In that spirit, I would invite the 
president (whose doctor recently advised 
more exercise) to spend some time in the 
parks, and discover why Americans of all 
stripes care passionately about them. 

He can emulate another iconoclast from 
New York City—Theodore Roosevelt — by 
taking walks through Rock Creek National 
Park near the White House. Descending 
from the horn-honking bustle of Connecti¬ 
cut Avenue to hike beside the shaded creek 
in this rare urban preserve is one of the 
great consolations of life in the capital. 

Trump can visit Glacier Bay National 
Park to walk in the footsteps of his grandfa¬ 
ther, a German immigrant who joined the 
Klondike Gold Rush of the 1890s. He can 
paddle the Rio Grande in Big Bend Nation¬ 
al Park to experience the border firsthand. 
He can trek through weird and wonderful 
Arches National Park, where he might en¬ 
counter, as the philosopher Edward Abbey 
once did there, the “shock of the real.” 

Hurry, please. For there’s a real world 
awaiting our attention, beyond the pos¬ 
turing of Washington and the internet’s 
spiteful glow. Nowhere is it more awesome, 
more humbling, more clarifying, than in 
the national parks. 

David Von Drehle writes a twice-weekly column 

for The Washington Post. He is the author of “Rise 
to Greatness: Abraham Lincoln and America’s 
Most Perilous Year” and “Triangle: The Fire That 
Changed America.” 


Trump should see national parks’ 

By David Von Drehle 

The Washington Post 
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Pence honored in Israel's capital, Jerusalem' 


By Ken Thomas 
AND Aron Heller 

Associated Press 

JERUSALEM—Vice President 
Mike Pence kicked off his visit 
to Israel with a Monday morning 
meeting with Israeh Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu in which 
he said it was an honor to be in 
“Israel’s capital, Jerusalem.” 

Netanyahu told Pence it was the 
first time a visiting dignitary could 
utter those three words along with 
him, and he thanked Pence for 
President Donald Trump’s “his¬ 
toric” recognition of Jerusalem. 
The Israeli leader also lauded the 
American-Israeli alliance, which 


he said has “never been stronger.” 

The brief exchange was part of 
an exceptionally warm welcome 
for Pence in Israel, which has 
praised the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s decision last month to recog¬ 
nize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 
The decision has infuriated the 
Palestinians, with whom Pence is 
not meeting, and upset America’s 
Arab alhes as well. 

Pence placed his right hand over 
his heart as an honor guard greet¬ 
ed him with the American nation¬ 
al anthem. White House Mideast 
envoy Jason Greenblatt, US. Am¬ 
bassador David Friedman and the 
Israeli ambassador to Washington, 
Ron Dermer, joined the ceremony. 


and Pence chatted briefly with Is¬ 
raeli soldiers before beginning his 
meeting with Netanyahu. 

Pence said he was grateful to be 
representing Trump and that his 
decision to designate Jerusalem 
as the Israeh capital would “create 
an opportunity to move on in good 
faith negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinian Authority.” 

The vice president said he was 
hopeful “we are at the dawn of a 
new era of renewed discussions to 
achieve a peaceful resolution to a 
decadeslong conflict.” 

Prior to his arrival. Pence vis¬ 
ited Egypt and Jordan, where he 
was warned by King Abdullah II 
that he had to “rebuild trust and 


confidence” after the Jerusalem 
move. 

Pence was to deliver a speech to 
the Israeli Knesset, or parhament, 
later in the day. 

After the Jerusalem announce¬ 
ment, Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas said he would not 
meet Trump administration offi¬ 
cials and called off a meeting with 
Pence that had been scheduled for 
mid-December. 

In a new expression of that snub, 
Abbas overlapped with Pence in 
Jordan from Saturday evening to 
midday Sunday, when the Pales¬ 
tinian leader flew to Brussels for 
a meeting with European Union 
foreign ministers. There, Abbas 


was expected to urge EU member 
states to recognize a state of Pal¬ 
estine in the pre-1967 war lines 
and to step up involvement in 
mediation. 

In Brussels, the EU’s top diplo¬ 
mat, Federica Mogherini, said the 
aim was “to support an interna¬ 
tional framework to accompany di¬ 
rect negotiations” despite the US. 
decision to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. Mogherini 
said “the only pragmatic, realistic 
solution for Jerusalem has to come 
through direct negotiations.” 

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, an Abbas 
adviser, reiterated that the United 
States “is no longer acceptable as 
a mediator” in the conflict. 



Photos by Manish Swarup/AP 

Rohingya refugee children raise their hands and shout that they won’t go back to Myanmar during a 
demonstration at Kutupalong, near Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, on Monday. 

Rohingya refugees’ return to Myanmar delayed 

By Julhas Alam 
Associated Press 



Rohingya refugee women line up outside a relief distribution center 
at Kutupalong. 


Tillerson 
tours new 
embassy 
in London 

By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson has become the 
highest-ranking US. official to 
visit the new American Embassy 
in London, a building that Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump derided for its 
cost and location. 

Opening a nearly weeklong trip 
to Europe on Monday amid a gov¬ 
ernment shutdown back home, 
Tillerson went to the embassy to 
greet US. Ambassador to Britain 
Robert Wood Johnson. A planned 
meeting with embassy staffers was 
canceled due to the shutdown. 

In a tweet that reverberated 
across the Atlantic, Trump ear¬ 
lier this month inaccurately lam¬ 
basted the Obama administration 
for moving the embassy from Lon¬ 
don’s posh Mayfair district. His 
explanation was met by skepticism 
from many who noted Trump’s 
possible visit was a source of con¬ 
troversy in Britain, with some 
politicians saying he was not wel¬ 
come and should not come. 

The decision to move the embas¬ 
sy was made by President George 
W. Bush’s administration in 2008 
after it determined the old facility 
in Grosvenor Square had uncor- 
rectable security issues. 

After visiting the embassy, Til¬ 
lerson was meeting with British 
Prime Minister Theresa May, her 
national security adviser, Mark 
Sedwill, and Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson. 

Iran is expected to dominate 
Tillerson’s talks in Britain and 
France, the first two stops before 
he heads to Switzerland and Po¬ 
land. Tillerson is seeking British 
and French support for tough new 
penalties against Iran that could 
prevent a US. withdrawal from 
the Iran nuclear deal. 

Britain and France are parties 
to the 2015 Iran deal that Trump 
has warned he will walk away 
from this spring unless fixes are 
made to his hking. 


DHAKA, Bangladesh — The 
gradual repatriation of more 
than 680,000 Rohingya Muslim 
refugees back to Myanmar from 
Bangladesh, scheduled to begin 
Tuesday, has been delayed amid 
widespread fears that they are 
being forced to return, Bangla¬ 
desh said Monday. There was no 
immediate confirmation from 
Myanmar. 

The refugees began pouring 
across the border into Bangladesh 
in August, fleeing waves of attacks 
by Myanmar security forces and 
Buddhist mobs. 

While the two countries have 
signed an agreement to begin 
sending people home in “safety, 
security and dignity,” the process 
has been chaotic and opaque, 
leaving international aid work¬ 
ers and many Rohingya afraid 
they would be coerced into going 
back to villages that they fled 
only months ago. 

Abul Kalam, Bangladesh’s refu¬ 
gee and repatriation commission¬ 
er, said a number of issues remain 
unresolved. 

“The main thing is that the 
process has to be voluntary,” said 
Kalam, adding that paperwork 
for returning refugees had not yet 
been finalized and transit camps 
had yet to be built in Bangladesh. 
It was not immediately clear when 
the process would start. 

Myanmar officials could not be 
reached for comment. 

“If they send us back forcefully, 
we will not go,” Sayed Noor, who 


fled his village in Myanmar in 
August, said over the weekend, 
adding that Myanmar authorities 
“have to give us our rights and 
give us justice.” 

“They will have to return all our 
wealth that they have looted and 
hold people accountable. They will 
have to compensate us. We came 
here because we are fighting for 
those things,” he said. “If we don’t 
get all of this, then what was the 
point of coming here?” 

Eventually, all the Rohingya 
who have fled Myanmar since Au¬ 
gust were to leave Bangladesh, ac¬ 
cording to the agreement signed 
late last year. Over the weekend, 
the U.N.’s migration agency in¬ 
creased the total estimate of those 
refugees to 688,000. 

David Mathieson, a longtime 
human rights researcher who 
has spent years working on Ro¬ 
hingya issues, heaped scorn on 


the agreement ahead of the latest 
announcement. 

“It’s a fantasyland, make-be¬ 
lieve world that both governments 
are in,” he said in an interview in 
Yangon, Myanmar’s main city, 
noting that security forces there 
had just forced hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Rohingya across the bor¬ 
der. “Now you’re expecting them 
to come back, as if they’re in a 
conga line of joy after what you 
did to them?” 

The Rohingya Muslims have 
long been treated as outsiders in 
largely Buddhist Myanmar, de¬ 
rided as “Bengalis” who entered 
illegally from Bangladesh, even 
though generations of Rohingya 
have lived in Myanmar. Nearly 
all have been denied citizenship 
since 1982, effectively rendering 
them stateless. They are denied 
freedom of movement and other 
basic rights. 


‘Executed’ 
N. Korean 
diva back 
in spotlight 

By Eric Talmadge 

Associated Press 

PYONGYANG, North Korea 
— Just a few years ago, she was 
reportedly executed by a North 
Korean firing squad. Now, Pyong¬ 
yang’s top pop diva is a senior rul¬ 
ing party official and a surprise 
headliner in the run-up to the 
South Korean Winter Olympics. 

Hyon Song Wol, the photogenic 
leader of Kim Jong Un’s hand¬ 
picked Moranbong Band, has 
made two excursions across the 
Demilitarized Zone as a negotiator 
and advance team leader working 
out the details of Kim’s surprise 
offer for the North to participate 
in the Pyeongchang Games. 

South Korea’s media have been 
treating her like a true celebrity. 

On Monday, as she wrapped up 
her latest visit and prepared to 
return to Pyongyang, the South’s 
Yonhap news agency reported a 
large crowd waited outside her 
hotel for a glimpse of her eating 
breakfast. Journalists, it noted, 
received only a “subtle smile” in 
response to their questions before 
she was whisked away with the 
North Korean delegation. 

Not all South Koreans welcomed 
her or North Korea’s plan to join 
the Games. 

After a visit to the eastern city 
of Gangneung, Hyon was met at 
the Seoul railway station by about 
150 to 200 activists. The demon¬ 
strators later burned Kim’s photo, 
a North Korean flag and a “uni¬ 
fication flag” the rival Koreas 
plan to carry during the opening 
ceremony. 

North Korea is expected to send 
22 athletes, a demonstration tae¬ 
kwondo team, several hundred 
members of an all-female cheer¬ 
ing group and the 140-member 
Samjiyon Band to the games. 

Hyon will lead the Samji¬ 
yon Band, which is made up of 
an orchestra with dancers and 
vocalists. 
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Villagers flee 
as volcano 
explodes in 
Philippines 



Muhammad Sajjad/AP 

Qamar Nadeem Afridi, a lawyer and cousin of Dr. Shakil Afridi, 
speaks Jan. 4 to The Associated Press in Peshawar, Pakistan. 

Doctor who aided 
hunt for bin Laden 
languishes, forgotten 


Dismissive words 
on abuse scandai 
haunt pope's trip 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — The 
Philippines’ most active volcano 
ejected a huge column of lava 
fragments, ash and smoke in a 
thunderous explosion Monday, 
sending thousands of villagers 
back to evacuation centers and 
prompting a warning that a vio¬ 
lent eruption may be imminent. 

The midday explosion sent 
superheated lava, molten rocks 
and steam between 2 and 3 miles 
into the blue sky, and then some 
cascaded down Mount Mayon’s 
slopes and shrouded nearby vil¬ 
lages in darkness, said Renato So- 
lidum, of the Philippine Institute 
of Seismology and Volcanology, 
and other officials. 

From the crater, the deadly 
debris billowed about 1.8 miles 
down on the southern plank of 
Mayon toward a no-entry danger 
zone. There were no immediate 
reports of deaths or injuries, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The explosion was the most 
powerful since the volcano start¬ 
ed acting up more than a week 
ago. 

Due to its relatively gentle 
eruption last week, thousands left 
emergency shelters and returned 
to their communities in Legazpi 
city outside the danger zone. But 
Monday’s blast sent nearly 12,000 
fleeing back to evacuation cen¬ 
ters, raising the number of people 
in those shelters to more than 
30,000, Yucot said. 

Authorities on Monday raised 
the alert level to 4 on a scale of 
5, which means an explosive 
eruption is possible within hours 
or days. A danger zone around 
Mayon was expanded to 5 miles 
from the crater, which means 
thousands of villagers will have to 
leave their homes, officials said. 

Airplanes were ordered to stay 
away from the crater and ash¬ 
laden winds, and several flights 
were canceled. 

Volcanic ash fell in about a 
dozen towns in coconut-growing 
Albay province, where Mayon 
lies, and in nearby Camarines 
Sur province, with visibility 
heavily obscured in a few towns 
because of the thick, gray ash fall. 
Jukes Nunez, an Albay provincial 
disaster response officer, said by 
phone. 

“It was like nighttime at noon; 
there was zero visibility in some 
areas because the ash fall was so 
thick,” Nunez said. 

More than 30,000 ash masks 
and about 5,000 sacks of rice, 
along with medicine, water and 
other supplies, were being sent to 
evacuation centers. Office of Civil 
Defense Regional Director Clau¬ 
dio Yucot said. 

Mayon lies about 210 miles 
southeast of Manila. With its 
nearly perfect cone, it is popular 
with climbers and tourists but has 
erupted about 50 times in the past 
500 years, sometimes violently. 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Dr. 
Shakil Afridi has languished 
in jail for years — since 2011, 
when the Pakistani doctor used 
a vaccination scam in an attempt 
to identify Osama bin Laden’s 
home, aiding U.S. Navy Seals who 
tracked and killed the al-Qaida 
leader. 

Americans might wonder how 
Pakistan could imprison a man 
who helped track down the mas¬ 
termind of the 9/11 attacks. Paki¬ 
stanis are apt to ask a different 
question: How 
could the U.S. 
betray its trust 
and cheapen 
its sovereignty 
with a secret 
nighttime raid 
that shamed the 
military and 
its intelligence 
agencies? 

“The Shakil 
Afridi saga is 
the perfect metaphor for U.S- 
Pakistan relations” — a growing 
tangle of mistrust and miscom- 
munication that threatens to 
jeopardize key efforts against ter¬ 
rorism, said Michael Kugelman, 
Asia program deputy director at 
the Woodrow Wilson Center in 
Washington. 

The U.S. believes its financial 
support entitles it to Pakistan’s 
backing in its efforts to defeat the 
Taliban. As a candidate, Donald 
Trump pledged to free Afridi, 
telling Fox News in April 2016 
he would get him out of prison in 
“two minutes.... Because we give 
a lot of aid to Pakistan.” But Paki¬ 
stan is resentful of what it sees as 
U.S. interference in its affairs. 

Mohammed Amir Rana, direc¬ 
tor of the independent Pakistan 
Institute of Peace Studies in Is¬ 
lamabad, said the trust deficit be¬ 
tween the two countries is an old 


story that won’t be rewritten until 
Pakistan and the U.S. revise their 
expectations of each other, rec¬ 
ognize their divergent security 
concerns and plot an Afghan war 
strategy other than the current 
one, which is to both kill and talk 
to the Taliban. 

“Shakil Afridi (is) part of the 
larger puzzle,” he said. 

Afridi hasn’t seen his lawyer 
since 2012, and his wife and chil¬ 
dren are his only visitors. For 
two years his file “disappeared,” 
delaying a court appeal that still 
hasn’t proceeded. The courts now 
say a prosecutor is unavailable, 
his lawyer, Qamar Nadeem Af¬ 
ridi, told The Associated Press. 

“Everyone is afraid to even 
talk about him, to mention his 
name,” and not without reason, 
said Nadeem Afridi, who is also 
Shakil Afridi’s cousin. 

Shakil Afridi used a fake hepa¬ 
titis vaccination program to try 
to get DNA samples from bin 
Laden’s family as a means of pin¬ 
pointing his location. But he has 
not been charged in connection 
with the bin Laden operation. 

He was accused under tribal 
law alleging he aided and fa¬ 
cilitated militants in the near¬ 
by Khyber tribal region, said 
Nadeem Afridi. Even the Taliban 
scoffed at the charge that was 
filed to make use of Pakistan’s 
antiquated tribal system, which 
allows closed courts, does not re¬ 
quire the defendant to be present 
in court and limits the number of 
appeals, he said. 

If charged with treason — 
which Pakistani authorities say he 
committed — Shakil Afridi would 
have the right to public hearings 
and numerous appeals all the way 
to the Supreme Court, where the 
details of the bin Laden raid could 
be laid bare, something the civil¬ 
ian and military establishments 
want, his lawyer said. 


By Christine Armario 

Associated Press 

LIMA, Peru — Pope Fran¬ 
cis ventured into the Amazon to 
demand rights for indigenous 
groups, decried the scourge of 
corruption afflicting the region’s 
politics and denounced a culture 
of “machismo” in which vio¬ 
lence against women is too often 
tolerated. 

Yet his latest 
visit to South 
America is like¬ 
ly to be remem¬ 
bered most 
for 27 dismis¬ 
sive words that 
sparked outrage 
among Chileans 
already angry Francis 
over a notorious 

clerical abuse scandal and haunt¬ 
ed the rest of his trip. 

“That is the enigma of Pope 
Francis,” Anne Barrett Doyle, 
of the online abuse database 
BishopAccountability.org, said 
Sunday. “He is so bold and com¬ 
passionate on many issues but he 
is an old-school, defensive bishop 
when it comes to the sex abuse 
crisis.” 

Even before Francis landed in 
Chile for the first leg of his two- 
country trip, the pontiff’s visit 
seemed ripe for contention. Van¬ 
dals fire-bombed three churches 
in the capital of Santiago, warning 
in a leaflet that “the next bombs 
will be in your cassock,” and an 
angry group protesting the high 
cost of hosting him briefly oc¬ 
cupied the Nunciature where he 
would sleep. 

Also looming over his visit to 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — A German nurse 
who is already serving a life sen¬ 
tence for two murders has been 
charged with killing 97 more pa¬ 
tients over several years at two 
hospitals in northwestern Ger¬ 
many, prosecutors said Monday. 

The new indictment against 
Niels Hoegel was expected after 
officials said in November that he 
may have killed more than 100 
patients in total. He worked at a 
clinic in Oldenburg from 1999 to 
2002 and in nearby Delmenhorst 
from 2003 to 2005. 

Hoegel was convicted in 2015 
of two murders and two attempt¬ 
ed murders in Delmenhorst and 
was given a life sentence. 

During his trial, Hoegel had 
said he intentionally brought 


both Chile and Peru were dam¬ 
aging clerical sex abuse scan¬ 
dals and growing apathy over 
the Catholic Church. In a Latino- 
barometro annual poll last year, 
45 percent of Chileans identified 
as Roman Catholic, a sharp drop 
from the mid-60s a decade ago. 
Even in deeply religious Peru, 
where nearly three-quarters of 
the population calls itself Catholic, 
the number of faithful has dipped 
notably from a generation ago. 

As Francis rode through the 
streets of Santiago in a popemo- 
bile after arriving, the crowds 
standing by to greet him were 
comparably thin when compared 
with those in other papal visits. 

Then came the 27 words that 
stunned the nation. 

Questioned by local journal¬ 
ists about Chilean Bishop Juan 
Barros, who abuse survivors say 
was present when the Rev. Fer¬ 
nando Karadima molested them 
decades ago, Francis responded 
that there was no proof against 
the bishop he appointed in 2015, 
and he characterized the accusa¬ 
tions as slander. 

“The day they bring me proof 
against Bishop Barros, then I’ll 
speak,” he said. “There is not one 
shred of proof against him. It’s all 
calumny. Is that clear?” 

The comment, combined with 
Barros’ presence at several activ¬ 
ities during the week, cast a pall 
over the entire trip. 

“The pope’s visit in Chile 
turned into the worst of his five 
years as pontiff,” read a headline 
in Clarin, a mqjor newspaper in 
Francis’ native Argentina. 


about cardiac crises in about 90 
patients in Delmenhorst because 
he enjoyed the feeling of being 
able to resuscitate them. He later 
told investigators that he also 
killed patients in Oldenburg. 

Those statements prompted 
investigators to carry out toxi¬ 
cological examinations on doz¬ 
ens of other patients who died at 
the hospitals, leading to the new 
charges. 

It wasn’t immediately clear 
when a new trial at the state court 
in Oldenburg might start. 

Additional convictions could 
affect Hoegel’s possibility of pa¬ 
role, but there are no consecutive 
sentences in Germany. In gener¬ 
al, people serving life sentences 
are considered for parole after 15 
years. 



Shakil Afridi 


German nurse charged in 
97 more deaths at hospitals 
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$550K 


The amount a New Jersey-based beverage distributor has been ordered to pay New York for violating the state’s 
bottle deposit law. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Attorney General Eric Schneiderman announced the court- 
ordered settlement Friday involving North Bergen Beverage. The officials said the company sold millions of bottles 
and cans in New York without initiating the required 5-cent deposit on each container. 


ki 



Will Dickey, The (Jacksonville) Florida Times-Union/AP 


Hot swim on a cold day 


University of North Florida women’s swim team member Sidney Mutschler does iaps Friday in the steaming, heated pool at The Bolies 
Schooi in Jacksonviile, Fia., during freezing eariy morning temperatures. 


Men arrested following 
road rage incident 

m COEUR D’ALENE 
— Authorities in north¬ 
ern Idaho said two Montana men 
were taken into custody following 
a road rage incident that included 
shots fired. 

Coeur d’Alene police told the 
Coeur d’Alene Press that Ken¬ 
neth C. Gieber, 20, of Poison, and 
Shawn K. Tate, 25, of Missoula, 
were booked into jail Thursday 
on suspicion of aggravated as¬ 
sault with a firearm. 

Police said the person in the 
vehicle being shot at was unhurt 
but the vehicle might have been 
struck by gunfire. 

Police said they searched the 
suspects’ vehicle and found a 
handgun as well as coins worth 
$25,000 that are connected to a 
stolen-property case in Montana. 

Naked man disrupts 
traffic on major road 

nA PHILADELPHIA — 
Authorities captured a 
naked man who they said walked 
into and out of traffic on a mqjor 
highway in Philadelphia and 
threw various items at vehicles. 

The man first was spotted 
about 12:15 p.m. Saturday on the 
southbound side of Interstate 95. 
Authorities said he was wander¬ 
ing between the shoulder of the 
road and the right lane. 

The highway’s two right lanes 
were shut down briefly as police 
tried to apprehend the man, who 
eventually was taken into custody. 
His name has not been released. 

The incident caused lengthy 
delays in the area and at least one 
minor accident, though no inju¬ 
ries were reported. 

Officers help deliver 
baby in heavy traffic 

ly W NEW YORK — Two 
¥ New York Police De¬ 
partment traffic officers helped 
deliver a baby after being flagged 
down by the baby’s father. 

Authorities said officers Tif¬ 
fany Phillips and Carlos Guadal¬ 
upe were directing traffic in the 
Hell’s Kitchen neighborhood Jan. 
16 when they were flagged down 
by a desperate motorist. The man 
told the officers his wife was 
going into labor. 

Phillips said they ran to the car 
to find the woman ready to give 
birth, and Phillips coached her 
through delivery as Guadalupe 
ran to a nearby hotel to get towels. 
Phillips drove the couple’s car 
to Bellevue Hospital, where the 
mother and her new child were 
doing fine. 

Police captain on leave 
over shoving of teen 

If Q WICHITA — Wichita 
■ police said an off-duty 

captain accused of pushing a 
teenage referee during a youth 
basketball game has been placed 
on paid administrative leave. 

The Wichita Eagle reported 
that the confrontation happened 
Jan. 13 in the town of Augusta. 
A video of the confrontation has 
been shared thousands of times 
since it was posted to Facebook. 


Officer Charley Davidson said 
the captain is on paid administra¬ 
tive leave pending a police inves¬ 
tigation and an internal review. 

Man gets prison term 
of up to 1,425 years 

taiW HUNTINGTON — A 
WW W West Virginia man 
convicted of 40 counts of sexual 
assault has been sentenced to up 
to 1,425 years in prison. 

The Herald-Dispatch reported 
Michael Daniel Vega, 50, was 
sentenced Thursday to 440 to 
1,425 years in prison plus an ad¬ 
ditional 50 years of supervised 
release. Cabell County Assistant 
prosecutor Joe Fincham said it’s 
the longest non-life-sentence in 
the state’s history. 

Vega was convicted in Novem¬ 
ber of sexually assaulting three 
girls and is accused of assaulting 
others. He’ll begin the sentence 
after he finishes a five-to-25-year 
sentence he received in another 
county on similar charges. Vega 
also was fined $240,000. 

FedEx driver suspected 
of drunken driving 

m SPIRIT LAKE — Pohce 
in northern Idaho said 


they arrested a FedEx driver and 
impounded his delivery van after 
he underwent a field sobriety test. 

Spirit Lake police told the Bon¬ 
ner County Daily Bee they ar¬ 
rested David Lenon, 41, of Athol, 
about 7 p.m. Thursday. 

Police said they received a re¬ 
port the van was being operated 
erratically on westbound High¬ 
way 54. They contacted Lenon 
after finding his van stopped at 
an Idaho Transportation Depart¬ 
ment depot in Spirit Lake. 

Police said they smelled alco¬ 
hol and arrested Lenon after he 
underwent a DUI evaluation. 

Teen killed when 
boulder hits him 

GREENVILLE — Au- 
thorities in South Caro¬ 
lina said a teenager from Florida 
was killed when a boulder rolled 
down a hill and killed him while 
he was climbing near some falls. 

Greenville County Senior 
Deputy Coroner Jeff Fowler said 
Jacob Bridges Acker, 18, of Nep¬ 
tune Beach, Fla., was hiking with 
a group Friday beside Wildcat 
Branch Falls. 

The statement said that while 
Acker attempted to climb next to 
the falls, a large boulder shifted, 
rolled down a hill and struck him. 


City officials oppose 
‘food desert’ term 

ll/l ¥¥ BALTIMORE — 
I w I “Food deserts” are 
areas where people don’t have 
easy access to healthy, affordable 
food, but don’t use that term in 
Baltimore. City officials prefer to 
call them “healthy food priority 
areas.” 

The Baltimore Sun reported 
Mayor Catherine Pugh cited con¬ 
cerns over accuracy. Pugh said 
Wednesday the original term im¬ 
plies there’s no food whatsoever. 
Instead, Pugh said, there’s an 
imbalance between healthy and 
unhealthy foods in these priority 
areas. 

Qualifying neighborhoods 
rank poorly in food store quality 
and are more than a quarter-mile 
from supermarkets, among other 
criteria. 

Hundreds of animals 
seized from borne 

I A VINTON — Authori- 
ties seized hundreds of 
animals from an eastern Iowa 
residence that’s also home to four 
children. 

Officials executed a search 
warrant Jan. 16 at the Vinton 


house and garage. The animals 
found included rabbits, rats, mice, 
hedgehogs, turtles, birds, guinea 
pigs, gerbils and a hall python. 
Several carcasses were scattered 
through the residence in various 
states of decomposition or stored 
in a freezer. 

No charges have been reported. 
Officials said the children’s par¬ 
ents have been cooperating with 
state and local authorities. 

Volunteers from the Cedar Val¬ 
ley Humane Society and other res¬ 
cue groups removed the animals. 

Man pulled from frozen 
lake after fleeing crash 

^ U SHAKER HEIGHTS 
— Authorities said a 
man suspected of fleeing a crash 
apparently ran onto a frozen Ohio 
lake, fell through the ice and was 
unresponsive when rescuers 
pulled him from the water more 
than an hour later. 

The man was taken to a hospital 
after rescue teams retrieved him 
from a small lake in the Cleveland 
suburb of Shaker Heights. 

Local Fire Chief Patrick Swee¬ 
ney told WJW-TV the conditions 
of the icy lake complicated the 
rescue effort. 

From wire reports 
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Rule-breaker 

Fanning defies 1890s-era 
conventions in TV’s ‘Alienist’ 

By Lynn Elber 
Associated Press 


lid ^ 


D akota Fanning was unfazed by being on her 
own for six months in Budapest or the dark na¬ 
ture of the TV series that brought her there, 
TNT’s adaptation of “The Alienist,” Caleb 
Carr’s 1994 novel. 

The young actress said creating a life in Europe proved j 
an exciting and “transformative” time. 

She clearly doesn’t shy away from work. On-screen for ] 
most of her 23 years. Fanning has compiled a deep list of j 
TV and movie credits. 

In “The Alienist,” set among the grandeur and poverty 
of the Gilded Age in 1890s New York, Fanning plays Sara, 
an ambitious woman who joins with a psychologist — or 
alienist, in the parlance of the day — played by Daniel 
Bruhl; a newspaper illustrator (Luke Evans); and police 
commissioner Theodore Roosevelt (Brian Geraghty) to 
find a serial killer. She discussed the new series, which 
debuted Monday stateside, and how she approaches act¬ 
ing in a recent interview. 

The Associated Press: Your character is a secretary 
who aspires to be a police detective, an unusual goal 
for that period. Is she out of sync with her time? 

Fanning: She’s almost not supposed to be born in the 
period she was. That’s what I loved about the character 
and why I wanted to do it. We get to see her balance her 
desire to advance herself in society, and not just by get¬ 
ting married to a rich man. But at the same time, she is a 
young woman and we get to see her blossoming sexual¬ 
ity and femininity, and how she has to balance that with 
being taken seriously and being heard. 

What are the advantages and challenges of a period 
drama? 

The costumes. They are very restrictive. It’s a very i 
tight corset all day, every day. And because it takes mul- | 
tiple people to get them on you, you realize what it must 
have been like for women in that time. You couldn’t do 
anything for yourself, you couldn’t get dressed or take 
your clothes off ... But the thing I love about it is the cos¬ 
tumes, because they completely transform you. 

Starting out as a child actress, how did you develop 
the ability to analyze the characters you play? i 

I’ve always felt intuitive about acting and the process 
of what I do. ... When I was little, it was always that I 
wanted to be natural: How would a person react, not an 
actor? You want people to get lost in your performance 
and believe that you’ve really experienced what you’re 
experiencing on-screen. It’s still intuitive, but I’m sure 
that muscle has been trained as I continue to do this. 



Dakota Fanning 

Willy Sanjlian, Invision/AP 



Peter Jackson making 
WWI documentary 


Associated Press 




i 


“The Lord of the Rings” direc¬ 
tor Peter Jackson is transforming 
grainy black-and-white footage of 
World War I into 3-D color for a 
new film. 

Jackson’s movie is among doz¬ 
ens of artworks commissioned by 
British cultural bodies to com¬ 
memorate a century since the 
final year of the 1914-18 war. 

Jackson has restored archive 
film from the Imperial War Mu¬ 
seum using cutting-edge digital 
technology and hand coloring. 

He says the footage “looks like 
it was shot in the last week or two, 
with high definition cameras.” 

Organizers of the 14-18 Now 
project announced Monday that 
the film will have its premiere 
during the London Film Festival 
in October before being broad¬ 
cast on BBC television. Every 
school in the U.K. also will re¬ 
ceive a copy. 


‘Jumanji’ tops box office 
for third weekend 



“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jun¬ 
gle” outdid another weekend’s 
worth of newcomers to top the 
North American box office for 
the third straight weekend. 

“Jumanji,” starring Dwayne 
Johnson and Kevin Hart, sold $20 
million in tickets, according to 
studio estimates Sunday, bring¬ 
ing its five-week domestic total to 
$317 million. That makes Sony’s 
reboot the studio’s best non-Spi¬ 
der-Man movie domestically, not 
adjusting for inflation. 

“Jumanji” has grossed an addi¬ 
tional $450.8 million overseas. 

The war drama “12 Strong,” 
starring Chris Hemsworth, de¬ 
buted in second with $16.5 mil¬ 
lion in ticket sales. 

The heist thriller “Den of 
Thieves” was third with an open¬ 
ing weekend of $15.3 million. 

Though “Paddington 2” disap¬ 
pointed last weekend in its debut. 


the acclaimed sequel slid just 25 
percent in its second week. “Pad¬ 
dington 2,” which has set a new 
record for the most widely re¬ 
viewed 100 percent fresh movie 
on Rotten Tomatoes, grossed $8.2 
million in its second week of do¬ 
mestic release. 

“The Greatest Showman” 
made another $11 million in its 
fifth week of release. The Hugh 
Jackman-led musical about RT. 
Barnum has now grossed $113.5 
million. 

Other news 

■ Guillermo del Toro’s fan¬ 
tastical romance “The Shape of 
Water” won best picture Jan. 20 
at the Producers Guild Awards. 

■ It’s Chicago — where Kanye 
West was raised — as the name of 
baby No. 3 with Kim Kardashian 
West. Chicago was born Jan. 15 
via surrogate. She joins big sister 
North and middle brother Saint. 

■ Princess Eugenie, the 
daughter of Prince Andrew and 
his ex-wife Sarah Ferguson, will 
marry Jack Brooksbank in the 
fall, Buckingham Palace said 
Monday. 

■ Kid Rock has donated about 
$122,000 from sales of merchan¬ 
dise promoting his potential U.S. 
Senate campaign to CRNC Action, 
a voter-registration organization. 

■ Grammy-winning singer Ed 
Sheeran announced his engage¬ 
ment to girlfriend Cherry Sea¬ 
born on Jan. 20. He said the two 
got engaged right before the new 
year. 

■ Paul Bocuse, the master 
chef who defined French cuisine 
for more than half a century and 
put it on tables around the world, 
has died at 91, French officials 
announced. 

■ Actress Dorothy Malone, 
who won hearts of 1960s televi¬ 
sion viewers as the long-suffer¬ 
ing mother in the nighttime soap 
“Peyton Place,” died Jan. 19. She 
was 93. 


SAG Awards follows familiar script, applies lighter touch 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

With a still undetermined awards race 
and an industry undergoing tectonic shifts 
with the #MeToo and Time’s Up move¬ 
ments, awards shows have become canar¬ 
ies in the coal mine. 

After the Golden Globes, it was clear that 
the entertainment business was not shying 
away from its problems, but the Screen Ac¬ 
tors Guild Awards suggested that perhaps 
the Hollywood reckoning is now following 
a familiar script. 

There were big moments Sunday at 
the 24th annual celebration of actors, like 
Harvey Weinstein accusers Marisa Tomei 
and Rosanna Arquette naming some of 
the key silence breakers who lit the fuse 
to the movement, and big questions about 
what would happen if the recently accused 
James Franco and Aziz Ansari won in their 
categories (they didn’t). 

But much of the evening was numbingly 
similar to what we’ve seen before, from the 
winners — like “Three Billboards Outside 


Ebbing, Missouri”—to the commentary on 
why the crusade is important and gestures 
like having nearly all female presenters. 

“We are living in a wa¬ 
tershed moment,” first- 
ever SAG Awards host 
Kristen Bell said in her 
opening monologue, which 
stayed light. “Let’s make 
sure that we’re leading the 
charge with empathy and 
diligence.” 

After winning four 
awards at the Globes, the 
Western-inspired revenge 
tale “Three Billboards” 
dominated SAG’s m^or 
film awards with wins for 
best ensemble, best actress 
for Frances McDormand 
and best supporting actor 
for Sam Rockwell. 
McDormand It was almost an exact 
repeat of the mqjor Golden 
Globe Award wins with Gary Oldman also 
winning best actor for his portrayal of 


Winston Churchill in “Darkest Hour” and 
Allison Janney taking supporting actress 
for playing Tonya Harding’s mother in “I, 
Tonya.” 

With many prominent men in Hollywood 
facing accusations of sexual misconduct, 
virtually every aspect of the awards season 
has been impacted by the scandal — from 
questions on the red carpet to anxiety over 
who might be nominated, attend or win. 

Both Franco and Ansari two weeks ago 
won Golden Globe Awards while wearing 
Time’s Up pins before being accused of 
sexual misconduct and, in Ansari’s case, 
aggressive sexual behavior by an anony¬ 
mous accuser. Both were nominated Sun¬ 
day and lost. Franco to Oldman and Ansari 
to William H. Macy for “Shameless.” 

E! host Giuliana Rancic asked “GLOW” 
actress Alison Brie about recent allega¬ 
tions of misconduct against her brother-in- 
law James Franco. 

“I think that above all what we’ve always 
said is it remains vital that anyone who re¬ 
mains victimized should have the right to 
speak out and come forward,” Brie said. 


adding that in the case of Franco, “Not 
everything that has come forward is fully 
accurate.” 

Franco has also called some of the ac¬ 
cusations inaccurate, but after two days of 
facing questions about the claims on late- 
night television, “The Disaster Artist” star 
has kept a lower profile, although he was in 
attendance at the SAG Awards. He did not 
attend last week’s Critics’ Choice Awards. 

The winners, by and large, made sure to 
at least reference the moment. 

Rockwell, in his acceptance speech, 
said he was standing with, “All the incred¬ 
ible women in this room who are trying to 
make things better. It’s long overdue.” 

Big television winners included NBC’s 
“This Is Us,” which took the ensemble 
award for drama and won Sterling K. 
Brown the outstanding actor award, and 
HBO’s “Veep,” which got outstanding 
comedy ensemble and a best actress win 
for Julia Louis-Dreyfus. 

HBO’s “Big Little Lies” picked up best 
actor in a miniseries wins for both Alexan¬ 
der Skarsgard and Nicole Kidman. 
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HJISmS 0 %, 12018 Countryman goes electric 

IVIIIII gClS a plug Iwith plug-in hybrid drive system 


By Emma Jayne Williams 

Fort Worth (Texas) Star-Telegram 

T he distinctive design and indi¬ 
vidual styling possibilities, along 
with efficient driving fun of the 
Mini, have been thrilling fans for 
over 15 years. 

During that time, the Mini Clubman and 
Mini Countryman have placed the brand 
in the premium compact segment. A plug¬ 
in Clubman hybrid was introduced for 
2017, the British brand’s first, paving the 
way for pure electric driving in the form of 
a Mini Electric. 

The 2018 Mini Cooper SE Countryman 
ALL4 plug-in hybrid brings the most ad¬ 
vanced technology to date, with a world- 
class 134-horsepower, 1.5-liter inline 
three-cylinder TwinPower Turbo engine 
and an electric motor powered by a 7.6- 
kWh battery for an instant 87 horsepower 
boost and combined 221 horsepower of 
unstoppable power. The hybrid has a six- 
speed automatic transmission. 

This model is also the most spacious, 
versatile, and powerful Mini, with enough 
range for a trip beyond the everyday drive. 
EPA estimated overall driving range is 
270 miles, with an estimated electric-only 
range of up to 24 miles at speeds up to 77 
mph. 

Six Countryman models are available, 
priced from $26,600 to $37,800, with elec¬ 
tric-enhanced ALL4 all-wheel drive now 
available on all variants. The Plug-in Hy¬ 
brid can be charged at any standard three- 
prong 110-volt outlet, using the included 
charging cord as long as the outlet is within 



15 feet. Charging is optional, thanks to bat¬ 
tery charging by the gasoline engine. The 
Plug-in-Hybrid drivetrain makes the new 
Mini Countryman a pioneer in sustainable 
mobility. 

The latest Mini Cooper models present a 
great racetrack feeling, with a drivetrain, 
chassis and exterior and interior styling 
taken from motor sports and track-tested. 
The versatile Clubman and Countryman 
also bring an explicit sporty appearance, 
go-cart driving feel and impressive sound. 
The all-wheel drive is standard for both 
models. 

Unique eALL4 all-wheel drive uses the 
gas engine to power the front wheels and 
the electric motor to power the rear. Start¬ 
ing at 50/50, the system is able to send up 
to 100 percent of power to the front wheels. 
Interestingly, at highway speeds power to 
the rear starts to diminish as speed in¬ 
creases, reaching 100 percent front-wheel 
drive at approximately 80 mph. Of course, 
the power ratio is changed automatically if 
slipping is detected in the rear. 

Three distinct modes determine how the 


engine and motor operate. Electric Mode 
uses the power stored in the lithium-ion 
battery for short distances such as city 
driving, producing zero emissions. 

Hybrid Mode uses both the engine and 
motor for trips outside city limits, for up to 
270 miles and EPA-estimated 27 mpg com¬ 
bined. The fuel tank holds 9.5 gallons. 

Save Battery Mode uses power generat¬ 
ed by the engine to partially recharge the 
battery and keep it at 90 percent, allowing 
longer trips without worry. 

My tester had Navigation System XL 
with turn-by-turn directions on the vivid, 
8.8-inch high-resolution touch screen, in¬ 
cluded in a $2,250 Technology Package 
along with Mini Connected 5.0 with App 
Integration (Apple CarPlay, no Android 
at this time). Real Time Traffic Updates 
(avoid jams/delays; navi will recalculate 
if desired). Wireless Device Charging (a 
cradle under the center armrest), Head- 
Up Display (rises from the dash behind the 
steering wheel, includes speed, navi and 
other important info). Parking Assistant 
(Mini parallel parks itself with speed and 
braking controlled by the driver — very 
handy), and Mini FindMate Personal Item 
Tracking Sensors (two; attach to keys, sun¬ 
glasses, etc, search/find via smartphone). 

Standard Rear Park Distance Control 
worked with the rearview camera to alert 
the driver with a beeping sound if they got 
too close to another vehicle or object while 
backing, with the sound increasing in fre¬ 
quency as the vehicle moved closer. 

Performance Control uses a computer to 
monitor the rate of wheel spin and adjusts 
power or braking to keep the car in line in 


curves — cutting down the power on the 
inside wheels rather than completely cut¬ 
ting power. 

Standard Mini Connected was loaded 
with features — a Command Center for 
vehicle information, entertainment, trip 
computer info, and phone calls/texts; a navi 
system with real-time traffic; a dynamic 
LED ring that changes color in response 
to speed, driving mode, audio volume, cli¬ 
mate control, or interior lighting; Green 
Route when Green Mode is selected to help 
determine the most economical route to 
the destination; Mini touch controller with 
simple buttons or handwriting recognition 
on the touch pad (on the center console); 
Twitter; Minimalism analyzer (the driving 
behavior game with goldfish); Life 360 to 
monitor the location of family and friends, 
start route guidance or call; Pandora, web 
radio, Spotify, Rhapsody, Tunein, Audible 
and Glympse safe, temporary location 
sharing. 

Of course. Mini still has the toggle 
switches for various functions, although the 
hybrid switches to yellow for the ignition. 

My tester had room for five, although the 
rear middle was slightly less comfortable. 
Heated front seats were standard. Sport 
front seats and steering wheel were op¬ 
tional. The rear seat was raised slightly to 
accommodate the electric drivetrain. The 
rear seatback could be folded to customize 
seating and cargo arrangements. 

The Mini Cooper SE Countryman ALL4 
plug-in hybrid was fun to drive, without 
worrying about charging. The change from 
gasoline to electric was imperceptible, and 
the go-cart ride was actually enjoyable. 


UP TO $3,885 RE8ATE 


ON SELECT 2018 VOLVO MODELS 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR DETAILS 


CAPITOL 

MOTORS 


http;//capitolmotors.cc 


info@capitolmotors.cc 
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The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 



Attorneys 


178 1 Transportation 


944 


UPIB 


U.S. & GERMAN 
ATTORNEYS 



American 

Doctors & Staff 

Services Offered: 

Family Dentistry 
Certified Orthodontics 
Crowns and Veneers 
Implant Surgery 
Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Wisdom Teeth Surgery 
Nitrous Oxide 

Saturday & Evening Appointr 
Caring, Friendly American Sta 


I Wiesbaden Dental Care 

06119 887 2650 
Bahnstrasse 14,65205 Wiesbaden 
Wiesbadendental.con 



VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


For Further Information Please Contact 


GERMANY 

+49 (0)6134-2592730 
0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
info@transglobal-logistics.de 
www.transglobal-logistlcs.de 


U.S.A 

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
+1-800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices /Agencies near Military Installations 





Ramstein | 

Dental Care 

06371 406230 I 
Post Strasse 1,66877 Ramstein 
Ramsteindental.com 






’ll get one - just by reading Stars and Stripes 
military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 



Modern Aesthetic 

Dentistry 

. Aesthetic Dentistry 

• TMJ/Facial Pain Treatment 

• Certified Dental Hygienist 

• Preventive Care and 
Periodontal Therapy 

' Orthodontics/Invisalign 

• Implants 


Dr. Charles A. Smith DDS, LVIF is an American trained 
dentist providing expert dental care with the newest and 
most successful techniques to cover all your dental needs. 
Come see why patients travel from all over Europe to visit 
Dr. Smith for general dental care to smile makeovers. After 
many successful years in Heidelberg, Dr. Smith has now 
opened a second office in Stuttgart. Please visit our Home- 
page and email or call for an appointment. 


Rdmerstrasse 1 • 69115 Heidelberg • 06221 -6516090 
www.heidelbergdentistry.com • info@heidelbergdentistry.com 

Charles-Lindbergh-Str. 11 • 71034 Bdblingen • 07031-2056062 
info@boeblingendental.com • www.boeblingendental.com 


Transportation 


944 I Transportation 


Interglobal Shipping GmbH 

Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks today!!! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
w.interglobalshipping.de 


Ship Cars and Containers tc md from the USA 



■522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 



Reading Stars and Stripes 
gives you a better handle on 
issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the 
bases the way we do. 

STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 


STARSiaSTRIPES. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, 
and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Oxfam: CEOs earn garment worker's life pay in days 


By Pan Pylas 
Associated Press 

DAVOS, Switzerland — A CEO 
from one of the world’s top five 
global fashion brands has to work 
for just four days to earn what a 
garment worker in Bangladesh 
will earn in an entire lifetime, 
campaigning group Oxfam Inter¬ 
national said Monday. 

In the run-up to the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum in the Swiss ski re¬ 
sort of Davos, Oxfam has sought 
to put inequality at the heart of 
the gathering. 


“The billionaire boom is not a 
sign of a thriving economy but a 
symptom of a failing economic 
system,” said Winnie Byanyima, 
Oxfam International’s executive 
director. “The people who make 
our clothes, assemble our phones 
and grow our food are being ex¬ 
ploited to ensure a steady supply 
of cheap goods and swell the prof¬ 
its of corporations and billionaire 
investors.” 

In its report “Reward Work, 
Not Wealth,” Oxfam says 82 per¬ 
cent of the wealth generated last 
year went to the richest 1 percent 


of the global population while the 
poorest half of the world’s popula¬ 
tion — 3.7 billion people — saw no 
increase in their wealth. 

Billionaire wealth, it added, has 
risen by an annual average of 13 
percent since 2010, over six times 
more than the wages of average 
workers. 

Oxfam listed a series of actions 
government should take, includ¬ 
ing limiting returns to sharehold¬ 
ers and top executives, ensuring 
workers receive a minimum “liv¬ 
ing wage” and pushing through 
policies to eliminate the gender 


pay gap and protect the rights of 
female workers. It also urged a 
clampdown on tax avoidance and 
other associated practices. 

Oxfam, which has sought for 
several years sought to highlight 
the problem of inequality on 
the eve of the World Economic 
Forum, said that without action, 
the populist and nationalist tides 
around the world will only be¬ 
come more acute. 

Nick Bryer, Oxfam’s Davos 
campaign manager, said that 
governments need to “get back 
into the driving seat” and chal¬ 


lenge the big corporations and 
the billionaires. 

While conceding that the efforts 
of Oxfam and other civil society 
groups have yet to force substan¬ 
tive change among governments, 
Bryer said it’s important that they 
carry on delivering the message 
to the rich and powerful at events 
like the World Economic Forum, 
a gathering that’s perceived by 
many as solely serving the needs 
of the global elite. 

“People are realizing that 
shocks are fueled by inequali¬ 
ties,” he said. 


Trump to face mixed welcome at Davos gathering 


By Jamey Keaten 
Associated Press 

DAVOS, Switzerland — In Davos this week, 
participants can experience “a day in the life 
of a refugee.” Or hear about ways to uphold 
the Paris climate accord and promote free 
trade. Or rub elbows with any number of lead¬ 
ers of African countries. 

Enter Donald Trump. 

The World Economic Forum in Davos, Swit¬ 
zerland, is meant — pretentiously perhaps — 
to be a place for the world’s decision-makers 
to put their power to good use. The theme this 
year is “Creating a Shared Future in Frac¬ 
tured World,” an ambition not likely to turn 
up on the U.S. president’s Twitter feed. 

Instead, Trump will bring his message of 
“America First” and will speak last among 
the parade of world leaders — from places 
like India, France and Canada — who are 
gathering from Tuesday to Friday in the 
Swiss snows. 

There are stark contrasts between how at¬ 
tendees view Trump’s visit. Some are happy 
and hope for dialogue. Others say they wish 
he would stay away and accuse him of a lack 
of compassion and vision for the world that 
are out of place in Davos. 

“I find it quite sad he’s coming to the WEF, 
but I imagine nothing can be done about it,” 


said Buddhist monk Matthieu Ricard, a long¬ 
time disciple of the Dalai Lama. 

While Trump’s trip — which was still on 
schedule despite the U.S. government shut¬ 
down — may seem incongruous, unwelcome 
or unexpected, he will be sticking to one key 
aspect of the WEF’s original ambition in start¬ 
ing the annual forum in Davos 47 years ago — 
business. An array of Cabinet officials is also 
due to tag along, suggesting the U.S. is prepar¬ 
ing a big economic and diplomatic push. 

Some have suggested it’s ironic that Trump, 
a self-styled populist, is attending the elite Al¬ 
pine event. Others speculated he could have 
felt a need to regain the Davos spotlight for the 
United States a year after Chinese President 
Xi Jinping stole the show by casting China as 
a champion of free trade and stability — and 
many companies responded by turning great¬ 
er attention toward it. 

An administration official said Trump is 
expected to tout the booming U.S. economy 
and measures like his recent tax overhaul 
while criticizing trade practices he sees as 
unfair to the U.S. The official, who spoke only 
on condition of anonymity to discuss internal 
plans, said Trump made the decision to go 
because he thinks he has a positive economic 
message. 

Some wonder whether Trump can win over 
the Davos set, or whether they might succeed 


in turning his ear — and give him a chance to 
reboot his administration’s image abroad. 

“Corporate America, in terms of economic 
policies, is very pleased with the way the ad¬ 
ministration is going,” said Andy Baldwin, 
a regional managing partner for financial 
services firm EY. But he acknowledged that 
Trump controversies elsewhere had “over¬ 
shadowed some of the policies.” 

Outside of business, though — whether 
among human rights advocates, environmen¬ 
talists, peaceniks or free trade proponents 
— Trump is shunned. 

Several African leaders, whose countries 
Trump allegedly dismissed with a vulgarity 
earlier this month, will be in attendance. 

Small protests have started, and others are 
expected in Zurich on Tuesday and possibly 
in Davos on Thursday. A Swiss anti-Trump 
petition has garnered more than 16,000 sup¬ 
porters online, calling on him to stay away. 

In his speech Wednesday, French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron is expected to offer a 
“lucid” diagnosis about globalization and raise 
environmental concerns, an adviser said. 
Macron’s speech could shape up as a counter 
narrative, and though he wasn’t expected to 
mention Trump by name “you can read be¬ 
tween the lines,” the adviser said on condition 
of anonymity because he was not authorized 
to speak publicly about the matter. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 23).$1.2566 

Dollar buys (Jan. 23).€0.7958 

British pound (Jan. 23).$1.43 

Japanese yen (Jan. 23).108.00 

$outh Korean won (Jan. 23).1,042.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3926 

Canada (Dollar).1.2460 

China (Yuan) 6 4043 

Denmark (Krone).6.0816 

Egypt (Pound).17.7007 

Euro.$1.2240/0.8170 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8189 

Hungary (Forint).252.84 

Israel (Shekel) 3 4201 

Japan (Yen) 110 88 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3006 

Norway (Krone).7.8777 

Philippines (Peso).50.89 

Poland (Zloty) 3 41 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7508 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3195 

South Korea (Won).N/A 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9614 

Thailand (Baht).31.86 

Turkey (New Lira).3.7855 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.43 

30-year bond.2.92 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



65/55 


The weather Is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 







Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 


Page 22 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Tuesday, January 23,2018 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



[ Mavty <dKilJreyL in tKe | 



^roup Were, in 



terrified our ^'Mister 

Tomatio Head’’ prototype. /W\WyL' 
V-^—L- 4- [ -j 



EtZARKO.COlA TY A ^ 

ONE VARIABLE 

liH 1' AWAy FR0^A 2UCCE2g 

gl7A1?6:>S.TUP’tae \ i 1 ^ 



DOWN 

1 Speedy 

2 Oscar-winner 
Moreno 

3 Dutch cheese 

4 Roofing goo 

5 Group of three 

6 Relaxed 

7 Ultimate 

8 Silver screen 
headliner 

9 Wheeling’s river 

10 Scott Turow book 

11 “— lay me 
down ...” 

16 Unravel 

20 “Caught ya!” 

21 Astronomer 

22 Devious 


23 Pampering, 
for short 

24 Have a bug 

25 Madrid Mrs. 

26 Soup container 

27 Taunting laugh 

28 Green prefix 

29 Scooby- 

31 Task 

34 Author Fleming 

35 Days gone by 

37 Amusing 

38 Tropical tree 

39 Canal of song 

40 New York’s 
— Field 

41 Poultry 

42 Commotion 

43 Welles portrayal 

44 Sciences’ partner 

46 Prune 

47 Hot tub 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1 Worry 
5 Toe count 
8 Earth circler 

12 Opera set 
in Egypt 

13 Squealer 

14 “It can’t be!” 

15 Five-armed 
sea creature 

17 Panorama 

18 Highland hat 

19 Shaft of light 

20 Garlicky mayo 

21 Melancholy 

22 That lady 

23 “Yum!” 

26 Locked horns 
(with) 

30 Turkish money 

31 Comic Leno 

32 Mexican entree 

33 Medieval trumpet 

35 Google 
competitor 

36 Talk on and on 

37 In favor of 

38 Pie nut 

41 Cat’s coat 

42 Reggae relative 

45 N. Mex. neighbor 

46 Texas flag 
feature 

48 Low-calorie 

49 Have 

50 Ale measure 

51 Israel’s Golda 

1-23 


MWQ VZHXJQ CQUQE’M 
BHHZCQK M Z WNEM KZCE 
MWQ TNTVQJM XE MWQ 
JBMWQKUBH CXMWZNM B 

JWNUJW CBUUBEM. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ACCLAIMED TENNIS 
CHAMPION WHO ALWAYS PLAYS THE SAME 
SHOT OVER AND OVER: REPEAT SAMPRAS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals N 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


GlassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 



■ People saying Free Dog 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DEL occp, free brkfst. 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS— sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Visit Stripes.com 
for details. 


STARS AND STRIPES 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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STARS^S TRIPES 
BUY A Pr1ntI>er; 


Unique images of entertainer^^trvicemeffw 



Your choice of amazing images from the past and present, 
now available as high-quality photo print, framed or unframed. 
Great for commemorating an occasion or as a gift for that 
special member of the military community. 

Taken by Stars and Stripes photographers, these one-of-a-kind 
images are easy to order — and available from no other source. 

To order, visit Archive Photo of the Day or the other galleries on 
Stripes.com and click on the BUY A PRINT link. 

Then choose the size and type of print you want with the 
confidence that our online ordering process is secure. 

All proceeds go to fund Stars and Stripes' mission of providing reliable, 
credible news to our U.S. military. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




Deals 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Transferred G 
Josh Magette to Erie (NBAGL). Recalled 
Fs DeAndre’ Bembry and Tyler Cavana¬ 
ugh and G Isaiah Taylor from Erie. 

HOCKEY 

Nationai Hockey League 

DETROiT RED WINGS - Recalled D Joe 
Hicketts from Grand Rapids (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed F Brian 
Gibbons and G Keith Kinkaid on injured 
reserve, retroactive to Saturday. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS - Assigned G 
Eamon McAdam from Bridgeport (AFIL) 
to Worcester (ECHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Recalled D 
Matt Spencer from Adirondack (ECFIL) to 
Syracuse (AHL). 

VANCOUVER CANUCKS - Assigned 
D Anton Cederholm from Utica (AHL) to 
Kalamazoo (ECHL). 

American Hockey League 

BRIDGEPORT SOUND TIGERS - As¬ 
signed D Mike Cornell and F Jeff Kubiak 
to Worcester (ECHL). 

CLEVELAND MONSTERS - Assigned F 
Bobby MacIntyre to Jacksonville (ECHL). 

SPRINGFIELD THUNDERBIRDS - As¬ 
signed F Francois Beauchemin to Man¬ 
chester (ECHL). 

ECHL 

ADIRONDACK THUNDER - Released G 
Joe Spadaccini as emergency backup. 

ATLANTA GLADIATORS -Added G 
Greg Ozurko as emergency backup. 

GREENVILLE SWAMP RABBITS - 
Signed G Zoltan Hetenyi and D Tyler 
Palmer. Released G Nolan Bowker as 
emergency backup. 

KALAMAZOO WINGS - Released G 
Dave Desander as emergency backup. 

NORFOLK ADMIRALS - Released D 
Don Olivieri. 

QUAD CITY MALLARDS - Signed D 
Jared Nightingale. 

WORCESTER RAILERS - 

Tommy Kelley. 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 23 

1944 — The Detroit Red Wings defeat 
the New York Rangers 15-0 to set an NHL 
record for consecutive goals. 

1959 - In the NBA All-Star game in De¬ 
troit, St. Louis’ Bob Pettit and Elgin Bay¬ 
lor of Minneapolis become the first co¬ 
winners of the MVP award as their West 
team wins 124-108. 

1975 — Ralph Kiner is elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in his 15th and fi¬ 
nal year of eligibility. 

1979 — Willie Mays is named on 409 of 
432 ballots and elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility. 

1980 — George Gervin of San Antonio 
scores 55 points in a 144-130 victory over 
the Indiana Pacers. 

1987 — Hana Mandlikova upsets Mar¬ 
tina Navratilova 7-5, 7-6 to win the Aus¬ 
tralian Open. 

1988 — Steffi Graf wins the Australian 
Open with a 6-1, 7-6 victory over Chris 
Evert. 

1993 — Mike Gartner of the New York 
Rangers sets an NHL record when he 
reaches the 30-goal mark for the 14th 
consecutive season. Gartner, with three 
goals in the Rangers’ 8-3 victory over Los 
Angeles, surpasses Phil Esposito, Bobby 
Hull and Wayne Gretzky. 

2005 — Jennifer Rodriguez becomes 
the first American woman in nine years 
to win the World Sprint Speedskating 
Championship. Rodriguez sets a person¬ 
al best in the 500 for the second straight 
day and had the fastest 1,000 meters 
in the women’s field to claim the world 
sprint championship. 

2008 — Baylor, which waited 39 years 
to get back into the Top 25, has to wait 
some more, enduring five overtimes 
to get their first win as a ranked team. 
Curtis Jerrells scores a career-high 36 
points, including 11 in the fifth overtime 
to lead No. 25 Baylor to a 116-110 win 
over No. 18 Texas A&M. 

2011 — Francesca Schiavone wins the 
longest women’s match in Grand Slam 
history — a 6-4, 1-6, 16-14 victory over 
Svetlana Kuznetsova that takes 4 hours, 
44 minutes at the Australian Open. 

2011 — Aaron Rodgers runs for a 
touchdown and makes a saving tackle, 

B.J. Raji returns an interception for a 
score and Sam Shields has two intercep¬ 
tions to lead the Green Bay Packers to a 
21-14 win over the Chicago Bears in the 
NFC championship game. The Packers, 
with road wins in Philadelphia, Atlanta 
and Chicago, become the first NFC No. 6 
seed to advance to the Super Bowl. 

2015 — Klay Thompson sets an NBA 
record for the most points in a quarter, 
a thrilling 37-point third period that pow¬ 
ers the Golden State Warriors to a 126- 
101 victory over the Sacramento Kings. 


College basketball 


1 


Golf 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Villanova (18-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Providence, Tuesday. 

2. Virginia (18-1) beat Wake Forest 59- 
49. Next: vs. No. 20 Clemson, Tuesday. 

3. Purdue (19-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 23 Michigan, Thursday. 

4. Oklahoma (14-4) dicf not play. Next: 
vs. No. 10 Kansas, Tuesday. 

5. Duke (17-2) did not play. Next: at 
Wake Forest, Tuesday. 

6. West Virginia (16-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 24 TCU, Monday. 

7. Wichita State (15-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. UCF, Thursday. 

8. Texas Tech (15-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oklahoma State, Tuesday. 

9. Michigan State (17-3) did not play. 
Next: at Illinois, Monday. 

10. Kansas (16-3) did not play. Next: at 
No. 4 Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

11. Xavier (18-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Marquette, Wednesday. 

12. Cincinnati (17-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Temple, Wednesday. 

13. Gonzaga (17-4) did not play. Next: 
at Portland, Thursday. 

14. Arizona (16-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Colorado, Thursday. 

15. North Carolina (16-4) did not play. 
Next: at Virginia Tech, Monday. 

16. Arizona State (15-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Utah, Thursday. 

17. Auburn (17-2) did not play. Next: at 
Missouri, Wednesday. 

18. Kentucky (14-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Mississippi State, Tuesday. 

19. Seton Hall (15-5) did not play. Next: 
at DePaul, Sunday. 

20. Clemson a6-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 2 Virginia, Tuesday. 

21. Tennessee (13-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Vanderbilt, Tuesday. 

22. Ohio State (17-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Nebraska, Monday. 

23. Michigan (17-5) beat Rutgers 62-47. 
Next: at No. 3 Purdue, Thursday. 

24. TCU (14-5) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 6 West Virginia, Monday. 

25. Miami (14-4) beat N.C. State 86-81. 
Next: vs. Louisville, Wednesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 83, UMBC 39 
Canisius 84, Iona 82 
Manhattan 68, St. Peter’s 57 
Mass.-Lowell 79, Binghamton 71 
New Hampshire 53, Stony Brook 51 
Quinnipiac 76, Siena 69 
Vermont 76, Hartford 53 
SOUTH 

Campbell 59, Radford 56 
Charleston Southern 83, Gardner- 
Webb 68 

High Point 75, Longwood 55 
Louisville 77, Boston College 69 
Miami 86, NC State 81 
UNC-Asheville 84, Liberty 68 
Virginia 59, Wake Forest 49 
Winthrop 81, Presbyterian 68 
MIDWEST 

Loyola of Chicago 70, Valparaiso 54 
Michigan 62, Rutgers 47 

S. Illinois 64, N. Iowa 53 
FAR WEST 
Hawaii 77, UC Davis 72 
UC Santa Barbara 70, UC Irvine 58 
Utah 82, Washington St. 69 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (18-0) beat Temple 113-57. 
Next: at Memphis, Wednesday. 

2. Louisville (20-1) lost to No. 12 Florida 
State 50-49. Next: at Miami, Thursday. 

3. Mississippi State (20-0) beat No. 6 
Tennessee 71-52. Next: vs. Florida, Thurs¬ 
day. 

4. Baylor (17-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 9 Texas, Thursday. 

5. Notre Dame (18-2) beat Clemson 90- 
37. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

6. Tennessee (16-3) lost to No. 3 Mis¬ 
sissippi State 71-52. Next: vs. Mississip¬ 
pi, Thursday. 

7. Oregon (18-3) beat No. 18 Oregon 
State 75-63. Next: at Colorado, Friday. 

8. Ohio State (16-3) did not play. Next: 


at No. 14 Maryland, Monday. 

9. Texas (15-3) did not play. Next: at 
No. 4 Baylor, Thursday. 

10. South Carolina (16-3) beat Ken¬ 
tucky 81-64. Next: vs. Arkansas, Thurs¬ 
day. 

11. Missouri (17-2) beat Arkansas 88- 
54. Next: at Georgia, Thursday. 

12. Florida State (18-2) beat No. 2 Lou¬ 
isville 50-49. Next: vs. No. 5 Notre Dame, 
Sunday. 

13. UCLA (15-4) beat Stanford 64-53. 
Next: at Washington, Friday. 

14. Maryland (16-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 8 Ohio State, Monday. 

15. Duke (15-5) lost to North Caro¬ 
lina 92-86, OT. Next: vs. Boston College, 
Thursday. 

16. Texas A&M (15-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. LSU, Monday. 

17. West Virginia (16-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Texas Tech, Wednesday. 

18. Oregon State (14-5) lost to No. 7 Or¬ 
egon 75-63. Next: at Utah, Friday. 

19. Michigan (17-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Michigan State, Tuesday. 

20. Iowa (15-5) lost to Minnesota 77-72. 
Next: vs. No. 8 Ohio State, Thursday. 

21. California (14-5) beat Southern Cal 
62-59. Next: vs. Arizona, Friday. 

22. Arizona State (14-6) beat Colorado 
73-59. Next: at Stanford, Friday. 

23. Green Bay (17-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. UlC, Friday. 

24. Oklahoma State (14-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Iowa State, Wednesday. 

25. Rutgers (17-5) lost to Nebraska 52- 
42. Next: at Indiana, Saturday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 78, UMBC 75 
Binghamton 76, Mass.-Lowell 46 
DePaul 78, Georgetown 62 
Dominican (NY) 83, Georgian Court 77 
Drexel 58, Hofstra 47 
Duquesne 71, George Mason 64 
Loyola (Md.) 70, Colgate 55 
Marist 68, Rider 67 
Marquette 67, Villanova 57 
Miami 65, Boston College 43 
Nebraska 52, Rutgers 42 
New Hampshire 51, Stony Brook 50 
Northeastern 64, William & Mary 46 
Seton Hall 62, St. John’s 57 
Syracuse 70, Pittsburgh 52 
UConn 113, Temple 57 
UMass 79, VCU 75 
Vermont 53, Hartford 47 
SOUTH 

Alabama 77, Vanderbilt 75 

Elon 64, Delaware 51 

Florida 61, Mississippi 60 

Florida St. 50, Louisville 49 

Fordham 43, Richmond 38 

Georgia 60, Auburn 48 

Georgia Tech 79, Wake Forest 67 

James Madison 63, UNC-Wilmington 


Towson 83, Coll, of Cl 
Tulane 70, Tulsa 39 
Virginia 61, Virginia Tech 52 
W. Kentucky 86, Marshall 66 

MIDWEST 

Andrews 64, Mount Mary 34 
Bradley 117, Evansville 59 
Butler 68, Providence 57 
Cincinnati 64, Memphis 53 
Dayton 66, George Washington 55 
lUPUl 64, Wright St. 61 
Indiana St. 52, Illinois St. 49 
Minnesota 77, Iowa 72 
Missouri 88, Arkansas 54 
Missouri St. 75, Loyola of Chicago 36 
Missouri Valley 63, Mount Mercy 59 
Notre Dame 90, Clemson 37 
S. Illinois 74, Valparaiso 63 
Saint Louis 96, Saint Joseph’s 73 
Wichita St. 64, South Florida 56 
Wisconsin 58, Northwestern 46 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 73, Colorado 59 
California 62, Southern Cal 59 
Oregon 75, Oregon St. 63 
UCLA 64, Stanford 53 
Utah 80, Arizona 56 
Washington 56, Washington St. 49 


Boxing 


Fight schedule 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairis Briedis, 12, for Usyk’s WBO and 
Briedis’ WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Tewa Kiram, 12, for the va¬ 
cant WBA World welterweight title: Jorge 
Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, for Linares’ 
WBA World lightweight title: Yoshihiro 
Kamegai vs. Daquan Pauldo, 10, Junior 
middleweights. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid- 
dlevveight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Corpus Christi, Texas, Gilber- 
to Ramirez vs. Habib Ahmed, 12, for 
Ramirez’s WBO super middleweight ti¬ 
tles: Jerwin Ancajas vs. Israel Gonzalez, 
12, for Ancajas’ IBF super flyweight title: 
Jesse Hart v Thomas Awimbono, 10, su¬ 
per middleweights. 

Feb. 4 

At Naha, Japan, Daigo Higa vs. Moi- 


ses Fuentes, 12, for Higa’s WBC flyweight 
title. 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

At Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
vs. Cristian Mijares, 12, for Berchelt’s 
WBC junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title: Egidijus Kavaliauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO super 
middleweight titles (World Boxing Super 
Series semifinals): Ryan Walsh vs. Isaac 
Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s 
title: Arfan Iqbal vs. 

Iqbal’s English cruiserweight title. 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights: Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 


British featherweight 
Simon Vallily, 10, for 


-66-65-70-270 

-67-66-69-271 

67-65-67-72-271 

69- 65-70-68-272 

70- 68-70-65-273 
70-65-69-70-274 
70-68-64-72-274 
72-64-68-70-274 


Abu Dhabi Championship 

PGA EUROPE 

At Abu Dhabi Golf Club 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $3 million 
Yardage: 7,583; Par: 72 
Final 

Tommy Fleetwood, England 66-68-67-65-266 
Ross Fisher, England 67-67-65-69-268 
M. Fitzpatrick, England 68-70-63-69-270 
Rory Mcliroy, N.lreland 
Chris Paisley, England 
Thomas Pieters, Belgium 
Alexander Levy, France 
Henrik Stenson, Sweden 
Paul Casey, England 
Thomas Detry, Belgium 
Dustin Johnson, US 
Andrew Johnston, England 68-68-66-72-274 
Fabrizio Zanotti, Paraguay 67-69-68-70-274 
Jorge Campillo, Spain 69-64-72-70-275 
Branden Grace, South Africa72-64-67-73-276 
Tyrrell Hatton, England 69-70-69-68-276 
Wang Jeunghun, S. Korea 71-67-67-71-276 
Bernd Wiesberger, Austria 67-68-69-72-276 
Paul Dunne, Ireland 68-70-65-74-277 

Dylan Frittelli, South Africa 69-67-67-74-277 
Richard Sterne, S. Africa 68-72-67-70-277 
Also 

K. Aphibarnrat, Thailand 70-70-68-70-278 
Justin Rose, England 71-71-67-69-278 

Martin Kaymer, Germany 69-68-71-71-279 
Matt Kuchar, United States 72-70-69-70-281 
Rafa Cabrera Bello, Spain 72-70-73-67-282 

Career Builder Challenge 

PGA TOUR 
Sunday 

La Quinta, Calif. 

Purse: $5.9 million 

s-Stadium Course, Yardage 7,113; Par 72 
q-La Quinta CC Course, Yardage 7,060; 
Par 72 

n-Nicklaus Tournament Course, Yard¬ 
age 7,159; Par 72 
(x-won on fourth playoff hole) 

Final 

x-J. Rahm, $l,062,00062q-67n-70s-67-266 -22 

A. Landry, $637,200 63q-65n-70s-68-266 -22 

A. Hadwin, $306,800 66n-67s-67q-68-268 -20 

John Huh, $306,800 68n-69s-65q-66-268 -20 
M. Piller, $306,800 64n-67s-67q-70-268 -20 

K. Chappell, $205,02571n-64s-67q-67-269 -19 
S. Piercy, $205,025 68q-65n-66s-70-269 -19 

B. Harkins, $171,100 64q-68n-68s-70-270 -18 

J. Kokrak, $171,100 63q-67n-71s-69-270 -18 
S. Saunders, $171,10070q-67n-69s-64-270 -18 
H. English, $135,700 67q-68n-70s-66-271 -17 
S. Power, $135,700 70s-66q-65n-70-271 -17 

J. Vegas, $135,700 65n-69s-68q-69-271 -17 

Bud Cauley, $106,20067q-68n-71s-66-272 -16 


A. Cook, $106,200 63n-70s-64q-75- 

G. Murray, $106,200 65s-68q-67n-72- 

A. Putnam, $88,500 69n-66s-69q-69- 
P. Uihlein, $88,500 70q-64n-70s-69- 
Aaron Wise, $88,500 64q-69n-72s-68- 
Ricky Barnes, $57,75471q-65n-68s-70- 
Beau Hossler, $57,75464q-69n-73s-6r 
Z. Johnson, $57,754 67q-64n-73s-70- 

B. Steele, $57,754 71s-69q-66n-68- 

S. Cink, $57,754 68n-69s-65q-72- 

B. Harman, $57,754 65q-68n-70s-71- 

C. Howell III, $57,75467n-70s-66q-71- 
Ryan Palmer, $57,75469s-67q-67n-71- 
Nick Taylor, $57,754 68n-71s-69q-66- 

L. Glover, $36,706 66q-68n-71s-70- 
R. Knox, $36,706 69q-64n-71s-71- 
N.Lashley, $36,706 67s-71q-68n-69- 

K. Streelman, $36,70667s-69q-68n-71- 

H. Swafford, $36,70666q-68n-70s-71- 
R. Werenski, $36,70667n-67s-71q-70- 

T. Lovelady, $36,706 73s-64q-71n-67- 

D. Fathauer, $27,189 71s-66q-70n-69- 

J. Hahn, $27,189 68s-66q-72n-70- 

C. Reavie, $27,189 67q-69n-71s-69- 

W. Simpson, $27,18969s-66q-72n-69- 
Jason Dufner, $27,18969q-69n-70s-68- 
T. V.Aswegen, $27,18968n-71s-65q-72' 

B. Burgoon, $18,983 68n-66s-68q-75- 
Ben Crane, $18,983 70n-67s-68q-72- 
Brian Gay, $18,983 68s-64q-73n-72- 

C. Hadley, $18,983 71q-67n-69s-70- 

P. Kizzire, $18,983 70s-66q-69n-72- 

H. Mahan, $18,983 68s-67q-69n-73- 
Kevin Na, $18,983 66q-67n-74s-70- 

R. Oppenheim,$18,98367s-68q-70n-72- 
Alex Cejka, $14,025 66n-70s-71q-71- 

C. Conners, $14,025 68n-68s-69q-73- 

M. l Kim, $14,025 67q-64n-71s-76- 

K. Kisner, $14,025 67n-68s-67q-76- 

S. O’Hair, $14,025 68s-70q-69n-71- 
Sam Ryder, $14,025 67n-71s-70q-70- 

N. Watney, $14,025 65s-67q-72n-74- 

R. Garrigus, $13,039 72s-65q-71n-71- 
Tom Hoge, $13,039 69n-73s-66q-71- 

D. Lingmerth, $13,03971s-65q-71n-72- 
Ben Martin, $13,039 69s-67q-71n-72- 

T. Mullinax, $13,039 70s-64q-70n-75- 

B. Stegmaier, $13,03971s-68q-67n-73- 
Scott Brown, $12,44970s-69q-69n-72- 
W. Bryan, $12,449 65n-75s-68q-72- 

B. Garnett, $12,449 74s-68q-66n-72- 
Sung Kang, $12,449 68s-69q-69n-74- 
T.Gooch, $12,095 65n-72s-69q-75- 

T. Whitney, $12,095 68n-68s-71q-74- 
Matt Every, $11,623 66n-74s-67q-75- 

B. Hurley III, $11,62373s-67q-66n-76- 

S. Kaufman, $11,623 69q-68n-70s-75- 
K. Mitchell, $11,623 70q-66n-72s-74- 
R.Sabbatini, $11,623 69n-69s-66q-78- 

C. Stroud, $11,623 70s-68q-70n-74- 

J. Peterson, $11,210 70s-68q-69n-76- 

A. Ancer, $11,092 69n-67s-71q-77- 

B. Silverman, $10,974 67q-71n-70s-84- 
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Tennis 


Australian Open 

Monday 

at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 

-"ngs in parentheses) 

Men’s Singles 


(seedings i 
Men' 


Fourth Round 

Tennys Sandgren, United States, def. 
Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 
(4), 6-7 (7), 6-3. 

Hyeon Chung, Republic of Korea, def. 
Novak Djokovic (14), Serbia, 7-6 (4), 7-5, 
7-6 (3). 

Tomas Berdych (19), Czech Republic, 
def. Fabio Fognini (25), Italy, 6-1, 6-4, 6-4. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, 6-4, 7-6 (3), 
6-2. 

Women’s Singles 
Fourth Round 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Nao¬ 
mi Osaka, Japan, 6-3, 6-2. 

Angelique Kerber (21), Germany, def. 
Su-Wei Hsieh, Taiwan, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

Madison Keys (17), United States, def. 
Caroline Garcia (8), France, 6-3, 6-2. 

Karolina Pliskova (6), Czech Republic, 
def. Barbora Strycova (20), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-2 

Men’s Doubles 
Third Round 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland and Marcelo 
Melo (1), Brazil, def. Rajeev Ram, United 
States and Divij Sharan (16), India, 3-6, 
7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany and Ben 
Mclachlan, Japan, def. Guillermo Garcia- 
Lopez, Spain and Pablo Carreno-Busta, 
Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Dominic Inglot, Britain and Marcus 
Daniell, New Zealand, def. Hans Pod- 
lipnik, Chile and Andrei Vasilevski, Be¬ 
larus, 6-4, 6-3. 


Oliver Marach, Austria and Mate Pavic 
(7), Croatia, def. Edouard Roger-Vasselin, 
France and Rohan Bopanna (10), India, 6- 
4, 6-7 (5), 6-3. 

Women’s Doubles 
Third Round 

Yung-Jan Chan, Taiwan and Andrea 
Sestini Hlavackova (1), Czech Republic, 
def. Katarina Srebotnik, Slovenia and 
Hao-Ching Chan (14), Taiwan, 6-3, 6-2. 

Kristina Mladenovic, France and 
Timea Babos (5), Hungary, def. Vikto- 
rija Golubic, Switzerland and Nina Stoja- 
novic, Serbia, 7-5, 6-2. 

Yi-Fan Xu, China and Gabriela Dab- 
rowski (6), Canada, def. Shuko Aoyama, 
Japan and Zhaoxuan Yang (11), China, 
7-6 (6), 6-1. 

Elena Vesnina, Russia and Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, def. Barbora Krejciko- 
va, Czech Republic and Katerina Siniako¬ 
va, Czech Republic, 7-6 (2), 6-7 (4), 6-2. 

Mixed Doubles 
Second Round 

Storm Sanders, Australia and Marc 
Polmans, Australia, def. Yung-Jan Chan, 
Taiwan and Jamie Murray, Britain, 7-6 (8), 
6-4. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal, Colombia and 
Abigail Spears, United States, def. Henri 
Kontinen, Finland and Kveta Peschke, 
Czech Republic, 3-6, 6-3, 10-8. 

Bruno Soares, Brazil and Ekaterina 
Makarova, Russia, def. Sam Groth, Aus¬ 
tralia and Samantha Stosur, Australia, 
6-7 (4), 6-3, 11-9. 

Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands and 
Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Casey 
Dellacqua, Australia and John Peers, 
Australia, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 24 — BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 14 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 29 — Opening Day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 


June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 

July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings. Las Ve- 
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Status woe: Cavaliers not planning changes 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

INDEPENDENCE, Ohio — As LeBron 
James and some teammates practiced free 
throws at a nearby basket, coach Tyronn 
Lue addressed questions about the trou¬ 
bling state of the Cavaliers while sitting in 
a high-backed, cushioned chair. 

While he was cool, Lue’s seat has warmed 
up. 

With the Cavs mired in a bewildering 
midseason slump and less than 24 hours 
after a historically embarrassing loss to 
Oklahoma City, Lue said he has no imme¬ 
diate plans to change his starting lineup or 
rotations. Cleveland fans may be panick¬ 
ing, Lue’s not nervous. 

At least not publicly. 

The Cavs are just 4-10 since Dec. 19, and 
in the past two weeks they’ve lost by 28 
at Minnesota, 34 at Toronto and 24 to the 


Thunder, who scored 148 points and tied 
a record for the most points allowed by 
Cleveland in a regulation game — a mark 
that went unmatched since 1972. 

It’s a mess, and it’s a mystery the way 
James and the Cavs have collapsed. 
They’ve slipped in the past, but this slide 
feels much more ominous than in the previ¬ 
ous three years when Cleveland stumbled 
but still reached the Finals. 

“This is kind of just my experience with 
this team, to be honest,’’ said forward Kyle 
Korver, acquired last January in a trade. 
“The year that I’ve been here, we’ve been 
really good and we’ve been really bad. 
It seems to come in waves, so, hopefully 
there’s a good wave coming soon.” 

With all that’s wrong, changes would 
seem to be in order. Lue, though, believes 
the Cavs can solve their problems without 
any mqjor alterations. 

“It’s the same group we won 18 out of 19 


with also,” he said, referring to Cleveland’s 
stretch from Nov. 11 to Dec. 19. “We’ve just 
got to play better. We’ve got to play better, 
we’ve got to be sharper and that’s what we 
continue to keep working on. It’s the same 
team that won 18 out of 19 and 13 in a row.” 

Technically, Lue’s right. The Cavs’ ros¬ 
ter hasn’t been touched — not yet. 

However, the club has been in almost 
continuous flux over the past month as 
key players Isaiah Thomas and Tristan 
Thompson returned from injuries. Also, 
reserves Jose Calderon, Channing Frye 
and Cedi Osman have seen their playing 
time diminish and Korver, the sharpshoot¬ 
er who had developed into the team’s best 
crunch-time player other than James, has 
had his role reduced. 

Lue has been searching for the right com¬ 
binations, but the Cavs aren’t connecting. 

“We’re just figuring out our team,” Korv¬ 
er said. “Ty’s got a tough job. He’s trying to 


find lineups that are working and he’s try¬ 
ing to find minutes for everybody. I think 
he’s doing a great job in that regard, as far 
as getting everybody in the game. Maybe 
not Channing, we’d like to get Channing 
out there a little more but it’s a numbers 
thing right now. 

“It’s tough. There’s a numbers thing right 
now. Definitely I’ve been a part of that, too. 
It’s a long season. We’re riding a bad wave 
right now, but hopefully we’ll find some 
things that will start working again.” 

A demanding schedule and injuries have 
prevented the Cavs from practicing much, 
but they held their third workout this week. 
It was needed. 

Following Saturday’s head-scratching 
loss, James said he “would hope not” when 
asked if he thought Lue would be fired. 
Dwyane Wade dismissed any outside noise 
condemning the only Cleveland coach to 
win a championship since 1964. 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 34 13 .723 

Toronto 31 14 .689 

Philadelphia 22 20 .524 

New York 21 26 .447 

Brooklyn 18 29 .383 

Southeast Division 
Miami 27 19 .587 

Washington 26 20 .565 

Charlotte 18 26 .409 

‘ ■ 14 32 .304 

13 32 .289 

Centrai Division 

27 18 .600 

25 22 .532 

23 22 .511 

22 23 .489 

18 28 .391 


Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


L Pet GB 

12 .727 - 

18 .625 4 

21 .533 8'/2 

29 .356 16'/2 

31 .326 18 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 
Dallas 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 30 18 .625 - 

Oklahoma City 26 20 .565 3 

Portland 25 21 .543 4 

Denver 23 23 .500 6 

Utah 19 27 .413 10 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 37 10 .787 - 

LA. Clippers 23 22 .511 13 

Phoenix 17 29 .370 19'/2 

L.A. Lakers 17 29 .370 19'/2 

Sacramento 13 32 .289 23 

Sunday’s games 
Orlando 103, Boston 95 
L.A. Lakers 127, New York 107 
Brooklyn 101, Detroit 100 
Indiana 94, San Antonio 86 
Monday’s games 
Sacramento at Charlotte 
Utah at Atlanta 
Chicago at New Orleans 
Miami at Houston 
Philadelphia at Memphis 
Phoenix at Milwaukee 
Washington at Dallas 
Portland at Denver 
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers 
Tuesday’s games 
Sacramento at Orlando 
Brooklyn at Oklahoma City 
Cleveland at San Antonio 
Boston at L.A. Lakers 
New York at Golden State 

Sunday 

Magic 103, Celtics 95 

ORLANDO - Simmons 4-7 1-1 9, Gor¬ 
don 5-17 1-2 11, Biyombo 1-1 2-2 4, Payton 
9-16 4-6 22, Fournier 8-19 0-0 19, Iwundu 
1-2 0-0 2, Speights 2-3 0-0 5, Birch 2-7 0- 
0 4, Mack 5-8 0-0 10, Augustin 3-6 3-3 10, 
Hezonja 3-6 0-2 7. Totals 43-92 11-16 103. 

BOSTON - Tatum 4-11 0-0 9, Morris 4-9 
4-4 12, Horford 4-11 0-0 9, Irving 14-23 7-8 
40, Brown 7-12 2-2 17, Ojeleye 0-2 0-0 0, 
Theis 2-3 0-0 4, Baynes 0-2 0-0 0, Smart 
1-3 0-0 2, Larkin 0-0 0-0 0, Rozier 1-9 0-0 2. 
Totals 37-85 13-14 95. 

Orlando 28 30 32 13-103 

Boston 29 30 12 24- 95 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 6-21 
(Fournier 3-6, Speights 1-1, Hezonja 1- 
3, Augustin 1-3, Payton 0-1, Iwundu 0-1, 
Gordon 0-3, Simmons 0-3), Boston 8-27 
(Irving 5-7, Horford 1-2, Brown 1-3, Tatum 
1-4, Smart 0-1, Ojeleye 0-2, Morris 0-3, Ro¬ 
zier 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Orlando 44 (Gordon 13), Boston 44 (Ta¬ 
tum 10). Assists—Orlando 20 (Gordon, 
Simmons, Mack 4), Boston 22 (Horford 6). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 19, Boston 18. Tech¬ 
nicals—Fournier. A—18,624 (18,624). 


Pacers halt Spurs’ home streak 



Eric Gay/AP 


Pacers guard Victor Oladipo drives to the basket past Spurs center 
Pau Gasol during the first half on Sunday. 


Lakers 127, Knicks 107 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 5-12 2-3 17, 
Porzingis 7-13 1-3 17, Kanter 6-9 0-0 12, 
Lee 7-12 0-0 16, Jack 3-11 0-0 6, Beasley 7- 
9 2-2 17, McDermott 1-3 0-0 3, Thomas 0-0 
0-0 0, O’Quinn 2-3 2-2 6, Hernangomez 1-1 
0-0 2, Burke 2-4 0-0 4, Ntilikina 3-4 0-0 7, 
Baker 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 44-81 7-10 107. 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 4-13 2-3 10, 
Randle 11-17 5-6 27, Lopez 5-9 0-0 14, En¬ 
nis 0-2 0-0 0, Hart 0-1 0-0 0, Kuzma 6-8 1-3 
15, Brewer 3-6 0-0 7, Nance Jr. 5-9 3-4 13, 
Hayes 0-0 0-0 0, Zubac 0-0 0-0 0, Bryant 
1-1 0-0 3, Caruso 4-6 0-0 9, Clarkson 12-19 

4- 5 29. Totals 51-91 15-21 127. 

New York 29 34 26 18-107 

L.A. Lakers 30 37 30 30-127 

Three-point Goals—New York 12-25 
(Hardaway Jr. 5-9, Porzingis 2-2, Lee 2-4, 
Ntilikina 1-1, Beasley 1-2, McDermott 1- 
3, Jack 0-4), LA. Lakers 10-26 (Lopez 4-6, 
Kuzma 2-4, Bryant 1-1, Caruso 1-1, Brewer 
1-4, Clarkson 1-5, Randle 0-1, Hart 0-1, En¬ 
nis 0-1, Ingram 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—New York 33 (Kanter 14), L.A. 
Lakers 39 (Randle 12). Assists—New York 
32 (Jack 10), L.A. Lakers 31 (Clarkson 10). 
Total Fouls—New York 20, L.A. Lakers 18. 
Technicals-Porzingis. A-18,997 (19,060). 

Nets 101, Pistons 100 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 6-15 2-2 16, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 8-15 3-4 21, Zeller 2-4 1-1 5, 
Dinwiddle 9-13 0-0 22, Crabbe 2-5 0-0 6, 
Acy 1-5 0-0 3, Okafor 1-3 0-0 2, Allen 1-1 
0-0 2, Russell 1-5 0-0 3, LeVert 2-7 5-9 9, 
J.Harris 4-7 3-4 12. Totals 37-80 14-20 101. 

DETROIT - Bullock 3-5 0-0 7, T.Harris 
8-18 3-3 20, Drummond 3-8 1-2 7, Smith 4- 
11 2-2 11, Bradley 3-12 1-1 7, Johnson 6-11 

5- 5 18, Tolliver 2-5 2-2 7, Moreland 1-2 0-0 
2, Galloway 3-9 1-2 8, Kennard 5-9 0-0 13. 
Totals 38-90 15-17 100. 

Brooklyn 30 23 24 24-101 

Detroit 20 28 20 32-100 

Three-point Goals—Brooklyn 13-31 
(Dinwiddle 4-6, Crabbe 2-3, Hollis-Jeffer- 
son 2-4, Carroll 2-7, Acy 1-3, Russell 1-3, 
J.Harris 1-3, LeVert 0-2), Detroit 9-29 (Ken¬ 
nard 3-6, Smith 1-2, Johnson 1-3, Galloway 
1-3, Bullock 1-3, T.Harris 1-4, Tolliver 1-4, 
Drummond 0-1, Bradley 0-3). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 46 (Zeller 
9), Detroit 43 (Drummond 13). Assists— 
Brooklyn 23 (Hollis-Jefferson 7), Detroit 21 
(T.Harris, Galloway 5). Total Fouls—Brook¬ 
lyn 18, Detroit 19. A-17,554 (21,000). 

Pacers 94, Spurs 86 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 3-9 4-4 10, 
T.Young 6-13 2-2 14, Sabonis 2-8 5-6 9, Col- 
lison 6-12 2-2 15, Oladipo 8-14 2-2 19, Leaf 
0-1 0-0 0, Jefferson 4-10 1-1 9, Joseph 4-8 
0-0 9, J.Young 0-1 0-0 0, Stephenson 4-7 
0-0 9. Totals 37-83 16-17 94. 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 4-6 0-0 10, 
Aldridge 5-14 0-0 10, Gasol 6-8 2-3 14, 
Murray 3-8 2-2 8, Green 2-9 0-0 5, Bertans 
3-12 0-0 7, Mills 3-7 0-0 8, White 0-0 0-0 0, 
Forbes 4-8 2-5 12, Parker 5-10 1-2 12, Paul 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-82 7-12 86. 

Indiana 22 24 25 23-94 

San Antonio 23 20 16 27-86 

Three-point Goals—Indiana 4-19 (Ste¬ 
phenson 1-1, Oladipo 1-2, Joseph 1-3, 
Collison 1-3, Leaf 0-1, J.Young 0-1, Sabo¬ 
nis 0-2, Bogdanovic 0-3, T.Young 0-3), San 
Antonio 9-34 (Anderson 2-4, Forbes 2-5, 
Mills 2-6, Parker 1-2, Green 1-5, Bertans 
1-8, Murray 0-1, Aldridge 0-1, Gasol 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana 
41 (Stephenson 8), San Antonio 45 (Al¬ 
dridge 10). Assists—Indiana 14 (T.Young, 
Collison 4), San Antonio 24 (Parker 5). 
Total Fouls—Indiana 15, San Antonio 14. 
A-18,418 (18,418). 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — Victor Olad¬ 
ipo scored 19 points and the Indi¬ 
ana Pacers defeated San Antonio 
94-86 on Sunday night, snapping 
the Spurs’ 14-game home win¬ 
ning streak. 

The Spurs lost at home for the 
third time this season and the first 
since Nov. 10 against Milwaukee. 

“It’s just a great win for this 
young team to come into San An¬ 
tonio, where they only lost two 
games,” Pacers coach Nate Mc¬ 
Millan said. 

The Pacers became the first 
Eastern Conference team in 
three years to sweep a season se¬ 
ries from the Spurs. 

“We did a great job just getting 
stops and moving the ball,” Olad¬ 
ipo said. “They’re a tough team to 
play against. Well-coached team, 
great players over there, it was 
a tough-fought team win. We’ve 
just got to build on it.” 

Pau Gasol had 14 points to lead 
San Antonio. 

With Manu Ginobili, Rudy Gay 
and Kawhi Leonard out with in¬ 
juries, the Spurs opted to bring 
Tony Parker off the bench for 
just the 14th time in 1,165 career 
games. 

Parker responded with 12 
points and five assists, but La- 
Marcus Aldridge struggled 
without the veteran point guard, 
scoring a season-low 10 points. 

“Thaddeus (Young) did a re¬ 
ally nice job of making LaMarcus 
work,” McMillan said. “You don’t 
stop those guys, but he was physi¬ 
cal and made it tough for him to 
score. The rest of our guys did a 
good job defending and just keep¬ 
ing them in front.” 

Magic 103, Celtics 95: At 
Boston, Elfrid Payton had 22 
points and Orlando won for just 
the third time in 20 games, over¬ 
coming Kyrie Irving’s 40 points. 

Orlando had lost 10 in a row 
on the road overall since early 
December. 

Irving sat out Boston’s previous 
game to rest a sore left shoulder. 
Despite his efforts, the Celtics 


dropped their season-worst third 
straight home game. 

Evan Fournier added 19 and 
Aaron Gordon had a double¬ 
double with 11 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds for the Magic. 

Lakers 127, Knicks 107: Jor¬ 
dan Clarkson had 29 points and 
10 assists, Julius Randle added 27 
points and 12 rebounds, and host 
Los Angeles got its sixth win in 
eight games. 

Kyle Kuzma added 15 points for 
the Lakers (17-29), who continued 
their midseason surge. Rookie 
point guard Alex Caruso set ca¬ 


reer highs with nine points and 
eight assists, making the most of 
extensive playing time in the ab¬ 
sence of injured Lonzo Ball. 

Nets 101, Pistons 100: Spen¬ 
cer Dinwiddle’s jumper with 0.9 
seconds left lifted visiting Brook¬ 
lyn and Detroit its fifth straight 
loss. 

After Andre Drummond’s bas¬ 
ket put the Pistons ahead with 4.7 
seconds left, Dinwiddle took the 
inbounds pass, drove to 14 feet 
and drained a jumper against his 
former teammates. 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN _ 

Djokovic ousted; longshots reach quarters 


American Sandgren upsets Thiem 



Photos by Vincent Thian/AP 


Novak Djokovic gestures as he takes a break during his fourth-round match against No. 58 Chung 
Hyeon at the Australian Open on Monday. Chung upset the 2016 champion 7-6 (4), 7-5, 7-6 (3). 


By John Pye 
Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— Six-time champion Novak 
Djokovic was stunned in straight 
sets by Hyeon Chung not long 
after Tennys Sandgren upset No. 
5 Dominic Thiem at the Austra¬ 
lian Open. 

The season-opening m^or 
often throws up unexpected re¬ 
sults, but the back-to-back upsets 
Monday resulted in a longshot of 
a quarterfinal: Chung, the first 
Korean to reach the last eight at 
a Grand Slam, vs. 97th-ranked 
Sandgren, who had never won a 
match at a m^or or beaten a top 
10 player until last week. 

The 58th-ranked Chung relent¬ 
lessly attacked Djokovic — who is 
playing his first tournament since 
Wimbledon because of an injured 
right elbow — in the 7-6 (4), 7-5, 
7-6 (3) fourth-round win. 

He ripped 47 winners, includ¬ 
ing a forehand on the slide and 
at full stretch on the baseline 
that put him within two points of 
victory. 

Chung credited the usually 
athletic Djokovic, who needed a 
medical timeout in the second set 
for a massage on his sore elbow, 
for the inspiration. 


“When I’m young. I’m just try¬ 
ing to copy Novak because he’s 
my idol,” Chung said. “I can’t be¬ 
lieve this tonight. Dreams come 
true tonight.” 

Djokovic, who winced and 
grimaced throughout the match 
— particularly when stretching 
for backhands, said he’d need 
to reassess the treatment for 
his elbow. But he said he didn’t 
want his injuries to detract from 
Chung’s win. 

“Amazing. Amazing perfor¬ 
mance,” Djokovic said. “Impres¬ 
sive. Whenever he was in trouble, 
he came up with some unbeliev¬ 
able shots. Just from the back of 
the court, you know, he was like 
a wall.” 

The 26-year-old Sandgren, 
who entered the season’s open¬ 
ing m^or ranked 97th, missed a 
match point in the fourth set but 
held on for a 6-2, 4-6, 7-6 (4), 6- 
7 (7), 6-3 win over Thiem. It fol¬ 
lowed up his earlier victory over 
2014 champion Stan Wawrinka. 

“I don’t know if this is a dream 
or not — all you guys are here, 
so maybe it’s not,” he said in an 
on-court TV interview after his 
3-hour, 54-minute fourth-round 
win. “I’m not in my underwear, 
so maybe it’s not a dream.” 

Sandgren is only the second 


man in 20 years to reach the 
quarterfinals on his debut at Mel¬ 
bourne Park. 

He converted half of his eight 
break-point chances, and fended 
off 10 of the 12 he faced against 
Thiem, and hit 63 winners against 
38 unforced errors in the biggest 
win of his life. 

“Trying to keep riding the 
wave,” said Sandgren, who was 
named after his great-grandfather 
and who comes from Tennessee. 

Defending champion Roger 
Federer had no real difficulties 
in reaching the Australian Open 
quarterfinals for the 14th time, 
accounting for Marton Fucsovics 
6-4, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

The 19-time m^or winner had 
never played Fucsovics but had 
beaten his coach — Attila Savolt 
— here in the second round in 
2002. 

Federer will renew a lengthy 
rivalry next against Tomas 
Berdych, who returned to the 
quarterfinals for the seventh time 
at Melbourne Park with a 6-1, 6- 
4, 6-4 win over Fabio Fognini. 


The win over Fucsovics was 
Federer’s first day match of the 
2018 tournament, and he joked 
about needing sunglasses and a 
towel for the beach but said re¬ 
ally the only change was to set the 
alarm for a different time. 

Angelique Kerber, the only 
Grand Slam singles winner re¬ 
maining in the women’s draw, 
was up earlier, and got a serious 
wakeup call. 

For a while it appeared Ker- 
ber’s progression could unravel 
against No. 88 Hsieh Su-wei, a 
former top-ranked doubles play¬ 
er with a double-handed grip on 
both sides, until she regained mo¬ 
mentum for a 4-6, 7-5, 6-1 win. 
That earned Kerber a quarterfi¬ 
nal spot against US. Open finalist 
Madison Keys. 

With a mix of slice and chips, 
lobs and bunts, whippy half-vol¬ 
leys and wristy crosscourt ground 
strokes off both wings, Hsieh 
pushed Kerber to the extremes. 

“Credit to her. She played an 
unbelievable match,” said Ker¬ 
ber, who won the Australian and 


US. Open titles in 2016 and is 
on a 13-match winning streak to 
start 2018. “I was feeling I was 
running everywhere.” 

Keys returned to the quarter¬ 
finals here for the first time in 
three years with a 6-3, 6-2 win 
over No. 8-seeded Caroline Gar¬ 
cia, and is yet to drop a set so far. 

Top-seeded Simona Halep, who 
had to rally from triple match 
point down to advance through 
the third round, beat Naomi 
Osaka 6-3,6-2. 

Hsieh, contesting the fourth 
round in a mqjor for the first 
time in a decade, certainly made 
the most of her time back in the 
spotlight. 

The Taiwanese player took out 
one mqjor winner — Wimbledon 
champion Garbine Muguruza 
— in the second round, and took 
the first set of Kerber. 

“I like to play freestyle,” Hsieh, 
a two-time Grand Slam doubles 
titlist, explaining her unusual 
array of shots. “Like today I go 
on the court, if I don’t have a plan 
then I do whatever I can.” 



American Tennys Sandgren reacts during his fourth-round match 
against No. 5 Dominic Thiem. Sandgren, ranked No. 97 in the 
world, notched his second upset of the tournament after having 
dispatched 2014 champion Stan Wawrinka in the second round. 
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NHL/COLLEGE BASKETBALL 



Karl B DeBlaker/AP 


The Golden Knights’ Brendan Leipsic, left, is congratulated on his 
goal by teammate Colin Miller during the third period Sunday against 
the Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C. Vegas won 5-1. 


NHL roundup 


Knights earn top 
record in league 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Golden 
Knights are giving Vegas an in¬ 
credible, odds-beating story in 
their first year on the ice. 

With a roster built on everybody 
else’s spare parts, this expansion 
team has the whole league play¬ 
ing catch-up. 

James Neal and Jonathan 
Marchessault scored to help the 
Golden Knights beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-1 on Sunday night, 
giving the first-year franchise the 
best record in the NHL. 

The Golden Knights are 31-11- 
4, good for 66 points. That’s one 
ahead of Tampa Bay, which had 
the night off Vegas is two wins 
shy of tying the record for wins 
by an expansion team, shared by 
the Anaheim Ducks and Florida 
Panthers in 1993-94. 

Just don’t expect the veteran- 
heavy Golden Knights to get 
caught up in their unexpected 
standing. 

“It’s an interesting story, and 
it’s still being written,” forward 
Colin Miller said. 

Miller had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, and Marc-Andre Fleury 
made 27 saves for Vegas. The 
Golden Knights finished 2-1-1 on 
this road trip, including a 4-1 win 
Thursday at the Lightning. 

Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
and Brendan Leipsic also scored 
for Vegas, which avenged a 3-2 
shootout loss to Carolina in De¬ 
cember. Neal got his 21st goal of 
the season, and Marchessault had 
his 17th. 

This trip to Raleigh went much 
better for Vegas coach Gerard 
Gallant than his last. In his pre¬ 
vious visit in November 2016, 
he was fired at the arena by the 
Florida Panthers. While the team 


bus took away his players. Gallant 
was left to wait for a taxi. 

“I’m happy to be where I’m at, 
with the team I’m with,” Gallant 
said. 

Tough to be upset from atop the 
NHL world. Not that Gallant is 
getting caught up in that just yet. 

“Every guy in our room knows 
there’s a long part of the season 
left,” coach Gerard Gallant said. 
“We can’t worry about looking at 
the standings.” 

Jaccob Slavin scored for the 
Hurricanes late in the first pe¬ 
riod on a power play. Goalie Scott 
Darling was lifted after allowing 
three goals on eight shots in the 
first. 

Sharks 6, Ducks 2: Mikkel 
Boedker had two goals and an as¬ 
sist, Joe Thornton had a goal and 
an assist, and San Jose beat host 
Anaheim. 

Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Kevin 
Labanc and Melker Karlsson 
also scored for the Sharks, who 
have won five of six. Aaron Dell 
stopped 33 shots. 

Flyers 2, Capitals 1 (OT): Tra¬ 
vis Konecny scored 27 seconds 
into overtime, and surging Phila¬ 
delphia beat host Washington. 

Konecny found space in the 
middle of the offensive zone and 
his shot deflected off Washing¬ 
ton’s T.J. Oshie and past Braden 
Holtby for his eighth of the 
season. 

Jets 1, Canucks 0: Connor 
Hellebuyck made 29 saves for his 
fourth shutout of the season, and 
host Winnipeg beat Vancover to 
extend its home winning streak 
to six games. 

Patrik Laine scored his team¬ 
leading 21st goal in the first 
period. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Detroit 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. 65 164 121 


45 27 10 

48 26 17 

45 19 20 

47 19 22 
45 18 20 


62 150 112 
57 153 139 
•• 129 148 
120 148 
43 120 138 
39 121 157 
31 103 162 


15 20 

46 11 26 . 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 48 28 15 5 61 146 136 

New Jersey 45 24 13 8 56 142 137 

Columbus 47 26 18 3 55 126 130 

Philadelphia 47 23 16 8 54 137 134 

N.Y. Rangers 48 24 19 5 53 144 140 

Pittsburgh 49 25 21 3 53 142 149 

N.Y. Islanders 48 24 20 4 52 168 176 

Carolina 47 21 18 8 50 130 146 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
— ■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 

“ 63 156 128 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Colorado 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


48 28 13 

45 28 11 6 

49 28 18 3 

48 27 17 4 

45 26 16 3 

47 25 17 5 

46 22 18 6 

Pacific Division 

31 11 4 

26 14 6 

25 16 5 


62 139 119 
59 142 129 
58 148 129 
55 150 130 
55 138 133 
50 139 130 


Vegas 46 31 11 4 66 157 123 

San Jose 46 26 14 6 58 134 122 

Calgary 46 25 16 5 55 132 127 

Los Angeles 47 25 17 5 55 135 114 

Anaheim 48 22 17 9 53 131 135 

Edmonton 47 21 23 3 45 131 149 

Vancouver 47 18 23 6 42 121 153 

Arizona 48 11 28 9 31 114 168 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia 2, Washington 1, OT 
Vegas 5, Carolina 1 
Winnipeg 1, Vancouver 0 
San Jose 6, Anaheim 2 
Los Angeles 4, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Monday’s games 
Detroit at New Jersey 
Colorado at Toronto 
Ottawa at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
Buffalo at Calgary 
N.Y. Islanders at Arizona 

Tuesday’s games 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
New Jersey at Boston 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Colorado at Montreal 
Ottawa at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Nashville 
Florida at Dallas 
Buffalo at Edmonton 
Columbus at Vegas 
N.Y. Rangers at Anaheim 
Los Angeles at Vancouver 
Winnipeg at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Toronto at Chicago 
Los Angeles at Calgary 

Thursday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Philaderphia 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 
Nashville at New Jersey 
Boston at Ottawa 
Chicago at Detroit 
Washington at Florida 
Carolina at Montreal 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Toronto at Dallas 
Columbus at Arizona 
Calgary at Edmonton 
Buffalo at Vancouver 
N.Y. Islanders at Vegas 
Winnipeg at Anaheim 
N.Y. Rangers at San Jose 


Sunday 

Kings 4, Rangers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 2 0 0-2 

Los Angeles 0 3 1-4 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Deshar- 
nais 5 (Lettieri, DeAngelo), 3:53 (pp). 
2, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 10 (Zuccarello, 
Skjei), 7:12. 

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, Muzz- 
in 4 (Kopitar, Doughty), 0:30 (pp). 4, Los 
Angeles, Amadio 2 (Martinez), 6:13 (pp). 
5, Los Angeles, Pearson 9 (Amadio, Mar¬ 
tinez), 10:22 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Los Angeles, Lewis 12 
(Brown, Doughty), 19:42. 

Shots on Goai-N.Y. Rangers 9-6-8-23. 
Los Angeles 10-12-8—30. 

Power-piay opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 1 of 4; Los Angeles 3 of 3. 

Goaiies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 21- 
13-4 (29 shots-26 saves). Los Angeles, 
Quick 20-16-2 (23-21). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:31. 


Flyers 2 , Capitals 1 (OT) 

Philadelphia 0 1 0 1-2 

Washington 0 10 0-1 

Second Period—1, Philadelphia, RaffI 
9 (Filppula, MacDonald), 6:12. 2, Wash¬ 
ington, Ovechkin 29 (Carlson, Oshie), 
19:44 (pp). 

Overtime—3, Philadelphia, Konecny 8 
(Provorov, Couturier), 0:27. 

Shots on Goai—Philadelphia 8-10-4- 
1—23. Washington 10-10-8—28. 

Power-piay opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 3; Washington 1 of 3. 

Goaiies-Philadelphia, Elliott 18-11-7 
(28 shots-27 saves). Washington, Holtby 
24-9-2 (23-21). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:26. 



Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 

Winnipeg Jets goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck reacts after getting a 
stick to the eye from teammate 
Josh Morrissey on a play in front 
of the net during the third period 
Sunday against the Vancouver 
Canucks in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
The Jets won 1-0. 


Sharks 6, Ducks 2 

San Jose 1 2 3-6 

Anaheim 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, San Jose, Vlasic 7 
(HertI, Braun), 13:53. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Labanc 
5 (Thornton, Meier), 3:38. 3, San Jose, 
Boedker 6 (Vlasic, Tierney), 13:56 (pp). 4, 
Anaheim, Rakell 17 (Getzlaf, Henrique), 
19:33 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Anaheim, Getzlaf 5 
(Kase, Rakell), 1:47. 6, San Jose, Thornton 
13 (Couture, Burns), 2:47 (pp). 7, San Jose, 
Boedker 7 (Karlsson), 9:49. 8, San Jose, 
Karlsson 7 (Boedker, Tierney), 15:06. 

Shots on Goai—San Jose 8-7-11—26. 
Anaheim 12-13-10-35. 

Power-piay opportunities—San Jose 2 
of 5; Anaheim 1 of 3. 

Goaiies-San Jose, Dell 12-3-2 (35 
shots-33 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 16-14- 
5 (22-17), Miller 5-2-4 (4-3). 

A-17,347 (17,174). T-2:28. 


Jets 1, Canucks 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Winnipeg 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Laine 21 
(Connor, Wheeler), 11:45. 

Shots on Goai—Vancouver 10-11-8— 
29. Winnipeg 15-13-8-36. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vancouver 
Oof 2; Winnipeg Oof 2. 

Goaiies—Vancouver, Nilsson 6-8-1 (36 
shots-35 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
25-6-6 (29-29). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:28. 


Knights 5, Hurricanes 1 

Vegas 3 11-5 

Carolina 1 00-1 

First Period—1, Vegas, Bellemare 5 
(Carrier, Tuch), 2:55. 2, Vegas, Miller 6 
(Haula, Perron), 12:20 (pp). 3, Vegas, 
Marchessault 17 (McNabb, Karlsson), 
12:59. 4, Carolina, Slavin 4 (Williams, 
Skinner), 19:15 (pp). 

Second Period—5, Vegas, Neal 21 
(Hunt, Miller), 13:42 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Vegas, Leipsic 2 (Mill¬ 
er), 10:20. 

Shots on Goai—Vegas 9-10-14—33. 
Carolina 10-10-8—28. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vegas 2 of 
4; Carolina 1 of 4. 

Goaiies—Vegas, Fleury 11-3-2 (28 

shots-27 saves). Carolina, Darling 9-13-6 
(8-5), Ward 12-5-2 (25-23). 

A-15,303 (18,680). T-2:25. 


Leaders 

Scoring 

Nikita Kucherov, TB ‘ 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 
John Tavares, NYI 
Claude Giroux, PHI 
Phil Kessel, PIT 
Steven Stamkos, TB 
Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Connor McDavid, EDM 
Josh Bailey, NYI 
Jakub Voracek, PHI 
Alex Ovechkin, WAS 
Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Evgeni Malkin, PIT 
Mathew Barzal, NYI 
4 tied with 48 pts. 


' G APTS 

46 27 34 61 

45 23 36 59 

48 26 31 57 

47 14 41 55 

49 21 33 54 

46 17 37 54 

46 15 39 54 

48 14 40 54 

47 15 38 53 

44 12 41 53 

47 8 45 53 

48 29 22 51 

49 17 34 51 

45 21 28 49 
48 16 33 49 


Top 25 roundup 

Virginia 
wins 10th 
straight 

Associated Press 

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — 
Kyle Guy scored 17 points, and 
No. 2 Virginia beat Wake Forest 
59-49 on Sunday night for its 10th 
straight win. 

De’Andre Hunter added 16 
points to help the first-place Cav¬ 
aliers (18-1, 7-0 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) extend their longest 
winning streak since 2015-16 and 
open league play with seven vic¬ 
tories for the second time in four 
years. Virginia shot nearly 46 
percent in the second half while 
holding Wake Forest to 30 per¬ 
cent shooting after halftime. 

Bryant Crawford scored 11 
points, and Mitchell Wilbekin 
and Brandon Childress added 10 
apiece for the Demon Deacons (8- 
11,1-6), who kept it close against 
a highly-ranked Virginia team 
for the second time in three years 
but still managed to lose their 
fifth straight. 

Devon Hall added 12 points 
to help the Cavaliers win a tight 
one in which there were nine lead 
changes and five ties. 

No. 23 Michigan 62 , Rutgers 
47: Moe Wagner scored 16 points 
and Duncan Robinson added 12 to 
lift host Michigan over Rutgers. 

The Wolverines (17-5, 6-3 Big 
Ten) rebounded from a 20-point 
loss at Nebraska on Thursday, 
taking the lead for good with a 13- 
0 run in the first half Both teams 
shot well under 50 percent from 
the field, but this Michigan team 
is more capable of winning with 
defense than in the past. 

Corey Sanders scored 12 points 
for Rutgers (12-9, 2-6), and De- 
shawn Freeman added 11 points 
and 11 rebounds. Freeman also 
had the only assist of the game 
for Rutgers, which finished with 
13 turnovers. 

No. 25 Miami 86, North Car¬ 
olina State 81: Bruce Brown 
Jr. scored 19 points and visiting 
Miami shot 58 percent from the 
field. 

Anthony Lawrence II and 
Ebuka Izundu each had 15 points 
for the Hurricanes (14-4, 3-3 At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference). Miami 
led the entire second half but 
struggled to put the Wolfpack 
away in a game that came down 
to the final seconds. 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Virginia’s Nigel Johnson (23) 
dunks against Wake Forest 
during the second half Sunday. 
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OLYMPICS/SPORTS BRIEFS 

US men’s hockey 
GM Johannson dies 


Briefly 

3 USA Gymnastics 
officials resign 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

Longtime USA Hockey ex¬ 
ecutive and US. Olympic men’s 
hockey general manager Jim Jo¬ 
hannson died unexpectedly Sun¬ 
day at age 53, shocking the sport 
less than three weeks before the 
start of the Pyeongchang Games. 

Johannson died in his sleep at 
his home in Colorado Springs, 
according to USA Hockey. His 
death came in the midst of the 
most high-profile role in his ca¬ 
reer: putting together the US. 
men’s Olympic hockey team with¬ 
out NHL players going to South 
Korea, a position he relished after 
doing so at several world junior 
and world championships. 

“He had a couple of the great¬ 
est days of his life at USA Hockey 
recently to be able to call all these 
guys that never thought in their 
lives they’d play on a US. Olym¬ 
pic hockey team, and he got to tell 
them that they realized a dream,” 
USA Hockey execute director Pat 
Kelleher said by phone. “I think 
that meant as much to Jimmy as 
it did to any of the players.” 

With the NHL out of the Olym¬ 
pics for the first time since 1994, 
Johannson was excited about put¬ 
ting together a 25-man roster that 
would include “25 great stories.” 
He picked Tony Granato as coach 
and on Jan. 1 unveiled a diverse 
roster made up of players from 
European professional leagues, 
the American Hockey League 


and the NCAA. 

Johannson was proud of the 
unheralded roster, one that will 
now try to capture a gold medal 
for him. 

“I think it would be huge,” for¬ 
mer USA Hockey executive direc¬ 
tor Dave Ogrean said by phone. 
“If we ever had a ‘Win one for the 
Gipper’ moment, this is it.” 

It’s unclear who would be in 
charge of choosing any potential 
injury replacements if needed. 
The US. opens the Olympics Feb. 
14 against Slovenia. 

The talent pool now and in other 
tournaments is deeper in part 
because of Johannson, who has 
overseen the growth of hockey 
in the US. beyond the “Miracle 
On Ice” in 1980. Retired Ameri- 
can-bom forward Jeremy Roe- 
nick said, “USA hockey is a world 
power now because of people like 
Jimmy Johannson.” 

The U.S. won 64 medals, includ¬ 
ing 34 gold, in m^or international 
competition during Johannson’s 
tenure. The Americans in par¬ 
ticular became a perennial threat 
to win the world junior champion¬ 
ship, showing the program’s im¬ 
provement at the youth levels. 

Carolina Hurricanes president 
Don Waddell said Johannson “has 
been a driving force in making 
both the USA Hockey men’s and 
women’s programs into consistent 
winners, and 2015 gold-medal- 
winning world junior coach Phil 
Housley said Johannson “grew 



Paul Sancya/AP 


U.S Olympic men's hockey GM 
Jim Johannson died Sunday, just 
a couple weeks before the start 
of the Pyeongchang Games. He 
was 53. 

our game to new heights.” 

“In building the teams that 
achieved so much success for 
USA Hockey, Jim Johannson had 
a sharp eye for talent, a strong 
sense of chemistry and a relent¬ 
less pursuit of excellence,” NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman 
said. “As we mourn his loss, we 
will remember the positive out¬ 
look Jim brought to his tireless 
efforts to advance USA Hockey.” 

Johannson, who played for the 
U.S. at the 1988 and 1992 Olym¬ 
pics, began working for USA 
Hockey in 2000 after spending 
five years as the general manager 
of the Twin Cities Vulcans in the 
United States Hockey League. He 
was promoted to assistant execu¬ 
tive director of hockey operations 
in 2007, overseeing the organiza¬ 
tion’s efforts in fielding teams for 
international competition. 


Associated Press 

LANSING, Mich. — Three key 
leaders at USA Gymnastics re¬ 
signed Monday as more women 
and girls told a judge about being 
sexually assaulted at the hands of 
a sports doctor who spent years 
with Olympic gymnasts and other 
female athletes. 

The resignations of chairman 
Paul Parilla, vice chairman Jay 
Binder and treasurer Bitsy Kel¬ 
ley were announced in India¬ 
napolis while a judge in Lansing, 
Mich., heard a fifth day of state¬ 
ments from women and girls who 
said they were molested by Larry 
Nassar. 

“We support their decisions to 
resign at this time,” said Kerry 
Perry, president and CEO of USA 
Gymnastics, which is the national 
governing body for gymnastics. 
“We believe this step will allow us 
to more effectively move forward 
in implementing change within 
our organization.” 

The board positions are vol¬ 
unteer and unpaid, but the res¬ 
ignations add to the months of 
turmoil. Steve Penny quit as pres¬ 
ident last March after critics said 
USA Gymnastics failed to protect 
gymnasts from abusive coaches 
and Nassar. 

The group last week said it was 
ending its long relationship with 
the Karolyi Ranch, the Hunts¬ 
ville, Texas, home of former na¬ 
tional team coordinator Martha 
Karolyi and her husband, Bela. 
Some Olympians said they were 
assaulted there by Nassar. 

Kentucky out of Top 25 
for first time sine 2014 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Kentucky is 
out of the AP Top 25 for the first 
time in nearly four years while 
another bunch of Wildcats — Vil- 
lanova — maintained their hold 
on No. 1. 

Kentucky slid out of Monday’s 
latest poll from No. 18 after losses 
to South Carolina and Florida, 
snapping a 30-game home win¬ 
ning streak for the Wildcats in 
Southeastern Conference play. 
That dropped coach John Calipa- 
ri’s Wildcats out for the first time 
since March 2014 and snapped a 
68-week stretch in the poll. 

The top three of Villanova, Vir¬ 
ginia and Purdue remained the 
same, with the Wildcats (18-1) 
remaining firmly in place by col¬ 
lecting 63 of 65 first-place votes. 
Meanwhile, the Cavaliers (18- 
1) and the Boilermakers (19-2) 
have combined to win 25 straight 
games, 19 by double-digit mar¬ 
gins, and split the remaining 
first-place votes. 

Duke inched up a spot to No. 4, 
while Kansas jumped five spots 
to No. 5 after winning at West 
Virginia. Michigan State, West 
Virginia, Xavier, Cincinnati and 


reigning national champion North 
Carolina rounded out the top 10, 
which saw three teams — Okla¬ 
homa, Wichita State and Texas 
Tech — each lose twice last week 
to take big tumbles. 

Kentucky (14-5,4-3 SEC) start¬ 
ed the year at No. 5 and remained 
in the top 10 until Christmas Day, 
but the Wildcats have lost three 
of five overall and are 0-2 against 
ranked teams this year. 

Then again, the last Kentucky 
team to fall out of the AP poll in 
2014 went from being a 10-loss 
disappointment to playing for the 
NCAA championship in the span 
of weeks. 

Rahm wins playoff, gets 
No. 2 ranking in world 

LA QUINTA, Calif — Jon 
Rahm beat Andrew Landry with 
a 12-foot birdie putt on the fourth 
hole of a playoff Sunday in the Ca- 
reerBuilder Challenge. 

In fading light on the Stadium 
Course at PGA West, Rahm fin¬ 
ished off Landry for his second 
PGA Tour title and fourth world¬ 
wide victory in a year. The 23- 
year-old Spaniard will jump from 
third to second in the world rank¬ 
ing behind Dustin Johnson. 

Rahm overcame surprising 
par-5 problems in regulation to 
shoot 5-under 67. Landry, play¬ 
ing a group behind Rahm in the 
final threesome, forced the play¬ 
off with an 11-foot birdie putt on 
the water-guarded 18th for a 68. 
They finished at 22-under 266. 

In other golf news: 

■ Tommy Fleetwood ran off 
five birdies on the back nine 
and closed with a 7-under 65 
to successfully defend his title 
Sunday in the Abu Dhabi HSBC 
Championship. 

Pugh scores two in US 
women’s opening win 

SAN DIEGO — Mallory Pugh 
scored a pair of second-half 
goals, and the U.S. women’s na¬ 
tional team opened the year with 
a 5-1 victory over Denmark on 
Sunday. 

Alex Morgan, Julie Ertz and 
Crystal Dunn also scored for the 
top-ranked United States. The 
match was the first for a year 
that will include qualifying for 
the 2019 Women’s World Cup in 
France. The Americans are the 
defending champion of the sport’s 
premier event. 

Denmark went up 1-0 in the 
14th minute off Nadia Nadim’s 
header. It was the 23rd interna¬ 
tional goal for Nadim, who played 
last season for the Portland 
Thorns in the National Women’s 
Soccer League. 

While Ertz was playing, hus¬ 
band Zach Ertz was playing for 
the Philadelphia Eagles in the 
NFC championship game. 


Medals unlikely for 22 N. Koreans 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — The 22 North Ko¬ 
rean athletes now invited to compete at the Winter 
Olympics next month are unlikely to bring home 
any medals across the border from South Korea. 

Of all the athletes given late entries in five sports, 
only the figure skating pair met the qualifying stan¬ 
dard on merit. 

North Korea’s wait for a first Winter Games medal 
since 1992 is expected to continue. 

Still, the deal confirmed Saturday is a big win for 
the International Olympic Committee and officials 
north and south of the Korean border. 

Here is a look at the athletes heading to the Feb. 
9-25 Pyeongchang Olympics: 

Women’s ice hockey: The most symbolic and 
emotive of the North Korean entries. 

The 23 players on South Korea’s roster will now 
have 12 North Koreans added three weeks before 
their opening game against Switzerland. 

South Korea never qualified for the tournament 
since women’s ice hockey joined the Winter Games 
program in 1998. It placed fourth at the 2017 Asian 
Winter Games. 

As the host nation, it got an automatic entry de¬ 
spite being the No. 22-ranked nation in an 8-team 
lineup where No. 9 Japan is the next lowest-ranked. 

North Korea is currently No. 25, and has been 
promised to have at least three players ready for ac¬ 
tion in a 22-player active roster for each game. 

South Korea’s coach, Sarah Murray of Canada, 
will select the team, and be joined on her staff by 
one official from the North Korean Olympic body, 
the IOC said. 

Figure skating: Ryom Tae Ok and Kim Ju Sik won 
bronze in pairs at the 2017 Asian Winter Games held 
last February. It was North Korea’s only medal at 
the 64-event competition in Sapporo, Japan. 


At their world championships debut weeks later, 
in Helsinki, Finland, they finished 15th ahead of 
pairs from traditionally strong skating nations. 

Their Olympic qualification was confirmed in 
September by placing sixth at the Nebelhorn Tro¬ 
phy in Germany. 

However, the team did not enter the pair by the 
International Skating Union (ISU) deadline. 

Short track speed skating: The IOC has granted 
places to two North Korean skaters in short track 
races. Jong Kwang Bom will enter the men’s 1,500 
meters and Choe Un Song is in the 500. 

Alpine skiing: Two men and one woman from 
North Korea have been found places in giant slalom 
and slalom. 

They should blend in easily. Olympic races 
through the technical gates typically have around 
100 starters and many come from countries never 
seen on the top-tier World Cup circuit. 

The three North Koreans have little track record 
in racing, according to International Ski Federation 
(FIS) archives. 

Choe Myong Gwang is listed as age 28 with only 
two results in the last seven seasons. He raced in 
super-G races in Iran last March on the third-tier 
FIS level. He placed 10th of 11 and last of 11. 

Kang Song II, 23, competed in junior races in Iran 
six years ago, the FIS archive says. 

The female athlete, Kim Ryon-hyang, is 25 and 
also raced at Darbandsar, Iran, last March. She fin¬ 
ished eighth of 10 starters and 10th of 11. 

Cross-country skiing: North Korea will have two 
racers in the men’s 15-kilometer freestyle, and one 
in the women’s 10-kilometer freestyle. All raced in 
Apatity, Russia last April, according to FIS. Han 
Chun Gyong placed 90th of 92 finishers, and Pak II 
Choi was 92nd. 

In a women’s race in Russia, 18-year-old Ri Yong- 
gum was last of 83 finishers. 
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NFL PLAYOFFS 


Jacksonville comes up just short 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Jacksonville quarterback Blake Bortles runs to the locker room after the first half of the AFC 
championship game against the New England Patriots on Sunday. Bortles completed 23 of 
36 passes for 293 yards and a touchdown in the Jaguars' 24-20 loss. 


Jaguars collapse, surrender 
10-point fourth-quarter lead 

By Jimmy Golen 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Jacksonville 
linebacker Myles Jack put his thumb and fore¬ 
finger about an inch apart as it sank in for him 
that the Jaguars had fallen just short — just 
like the Falcons and the Seahawks and the 
Rams and so many other Patriots opponents 
had before. 

“Close, man. We were almost there,” he said 
after New England came back to beat Jack¬ 
sonville 24-20 on Sunday for the franchise’s 
10th AFC championship. 

“On the one hand, we could have won the 
game. But on the other, Tom Brady is Tom 
Brady,” Jack said. “We got Tom Bradyed 
again.” 

Entering the game as a 9y2-point underdog, 
the Jaguars opened a 20-10 lead early in the 
fourth quarter against the defending Super 
Bowl champions. No team had ever rallied 
from a double-digit, fourth quarter in the 
AFC title game. 

But then, no team has Bill Belichick on the 
sideline, Brady lining up behind the center 
and a resume full of big-game comebacks 
going back to their first Super Bowl win 16 
years ago. 

“That’s what those guys do, and they do 
it very well,” Jaguars coach Doug Marrone 
said. “And that’s why they’re moving on.” 

Blake Bortles completed 23 of 36 passes for 
293 yards and a touchdown, Leonard Four- 
nette ran for 76 yards and a touchdown and 
Allen Hums had six catches for 80 yards for 
Jacksonville (12-7). 

Bortles, who had never won a playoff game 
before this month, had outplayed Brady 
through three quarters, with a quarterback 
rating of 121.9 to the five-time NFL champi¬ 
on’s 87.5. 

But Bortles said he didn’t allow himself to 
start thinking about making it to the Super 
Bowl. 

“I don’t think you can, especially when play¬ 
ing Tom Brady and the Patriots,” he said. “Be¬ 


cause they’re going to score. They’re going to 
find a way to put pressure on you.” 

For the Jaguars, who went 3-13 last sea¬ 
son, the trip to the conference title game was 
a stepping stone that few expected when the 
season started. 

“We had a two-minute drive at the end of 
the game to win the AFC championship, so 
there’s not a whole lot more you can ask for 


than that,” said Bortles, who had never won a 
postseason game before this month. 

“It’s been an awesome season. I think it’s 
been a lot of fun despite what happened today,” 
he said. “It’s tough to try to enjoy it right now, 
but I’m sure that at some point we’ll be able to 
reflect and think about all the good things that 
happened.” 


Scoreboard 


Playoffs 

Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 

Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 

New England vs. Philadelphia 


Sunday 

Patriots 24, Jaguars 20 

Jacksonville 0 14 3 3-20 

New England 3 7 0 14-24 

First Quarter 

NE-FG Gostkowski 31, 9:21. 

Second Quarter 

Jac—M.Lewis 4 pass from Bortles 

(Lambo kick), 14:15. 

Jac—Fournette 4 run (Lambo kick), 
7:06. 

NE—White 1 run (Gostkowski kick), 
:55. 


Third Quarter 

Jac-FG Lambo 54,10:23. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac-FG Lambo 43,14:52. 

NE—Amendola 9 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 8:44. 

NE—Amendola 4 pass from Brady 
(Gostkowski kick), 2:48. 

A-65,878. 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 
Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 


23-36-0 

3-20 

6-42.5 


27-39-0 

3-12 

6-41.7 

1-1 

1-10 

24:52 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Jacksonville, Fournette 

24-76, Yeidon 5-25, Grant 1-2, Borties 2- 
(minus 2). New England, D.Lewis 9-34, 
Burkhead 1-5, White 3-4, Amendoia 1-3, 
Brady 5-0. 

Passing—Jacksonville, Borties 23-36- 
0-293. New England, Brady 26-38-0-290, 
Amendoia 1-1-0-20. 

Recieving—Jacksonville, Fiurns 6- 
80, M.Lee 4-41, Grant 3-59, Coie 2-37, 
Fournette 2-13, Yeidon 2-6, Westbrook 
1-29, Bohanon 1-20, O’Shaughnessy 1-4, 
M.Lewis 1-4. New England, Amendoia 7- 
84, D.Lewis 7-32, Cooks 6-100, White 3-22, 
Flogan 2-20, Dorsett 1-31, Gronkowski 1- 
21 . 


Advance: Brady, Patriots early favorites with oddsmakers 



David J. Phillip/AP 


New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft, center, carries the trophy 
between quarterback Tom Brady, left, and safety Patrick Chung as 
they leave the field after beating the Jacksonville Jaguars 24-20 for 
the AFC championship, on Sunday, in Foxborough, Mass. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Eagles (15-3) on Feb. 4 in 
Minneapolis. 

Nick Foies, the backup QB who 
was thrust into the starting role 
when Carson Wentz blew out 
his left knee last month, led the 
Philadelphia to a 38-7 rout of the 
Minnesota Vikings in the NFC 
championship game. 

Foies threw for 352 yards and 
three touchdowns, showing poise 
and moxie in going 26-for-33. 

The Vikings were hoping to be¬ 
come the first NFL team to serve 
as host to a Super Bowl in its 
own stadium, but they followed 
up their “Minneapolis Miracle “ 
with a “Flop in Philly.” 

So, they’ll clear out their lock¬ 
ers long before the Eagles and 
Patriots and their fans take over 
U.S. Bank Stadium for Super 
Bowl 52 in two weeks. 

Oddsmakers like the chances 
of Brady winning a sixth Super 
Bowl ring, making the Patriots 
nearly a touchdown favorite to 
beat the Eagles. 

The Patriots and Eagles, who 
last won an NFL title in 1960, 
several years before the first 


Super Bowl, met in the Super 
Bowl after the 2004 season with 
the Patriots prevailing 24-21. 


It was New England’s 13th win 
in 14 games since their 2-2 start. 
Their only stumble since Sep¬ 


tember was a 27-20 loss at the 
Dolphins on Dec. 11. 

Brady, wearing a black ban¬ 
dage on his right hand after need¬ 
ing stitches to close a cut that 
happened on a play during prac¬ 
tice earlier in the week, showed 
no signs of being hampered. 

And, with the game — and the 
season — possibly on the line, the 
Patriots star came up big again. 

“I’ve had a lot worse,” Brady 
said. “I didn’t know that on 
Wednesday. It was a crazy in¬ 
jury. Wednesday, Thursday, Fri¬ 
day was a little scary. Then I 
started getting some confidence 
and today we did just enough to 
win.” 

Brady finished 26 of 38 for 290 
yards and two touchdowns to 
Amendola. 

It’s the eighth Super Bowl ap¬ 
pearance for Brady and coach 
Bill Belichick, who have won 
five times — including last year’s 
34-28 overtime rally against the 
Falcons. 

“It’s pretty amazing,” Brady 
said. “Just to be on a team that 
wins these kinds of games, it’s 
just a great accomplishment.” 


Missed Field Goals— None. 

Eagles 38, Vikings 7 

Minnesota 7 0 0 0—7 

Phiiadeiphia 7 17 7 7-38 

First Quarter 

Min —Rudolph 25 pass from Keenum 
(Forbath kick), 10:14. 

Phi —Robinson 50 interception return 
(Elliott kick), 6:26. 

Second Quarter 

Phi-Blount 11 run (Elliott kick), 13:37. 
Phi—Jeffery 53 pass from Foies (Elliott 
kick), 1:09. 

Phi-FG Elliott 38, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Phi-T.Smith 41 pass from Foies (El¬ 
liott kick), 10:05. 

Fourth Quarter 

Phi—Jeffery 5 pass from Foies (Elliott 
kick), 14:10. 

A-69,596. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession 25:56 34:04 

iNDiVIDUAL STATISTiCS 
Rushing—Minnesota, McKinnon 10- 
40, Murray 6-18, Keenum 1-8, Wright 1- 
4. Phiiadeiphia, Aj'ayi 18-73, Blount 6-21, 
Clement 2-20, Agholor 1-0, Sudfeld 3-(mi- 
nus 4). 

Passing—Minnesota, Keenum 28-48-2- 
271. Phiiadeiphia, Foies 26-33-0-352. 

Recieving—Minnesota, McKinnon 11- 
86, Diggs 8-70, Wright 3-51, Thielen 3-28, 
Murray 2-11, Rudolph 1-25. Phiiadeiphia, 
Ertz 8-93, Jeffery 5-85, T.Smith 5-69, Ag¬ 
holor 3-59, Ajayi 3-26, Burton 1-12, Clem¬ 
ent 1-8. 

Missed Fieid Goais— None. 


Min Phi 

22 27 

333 456 

18-70 30-110 

263 346 

0-0 1-10 

0-0 0-0 

0-0 2-50 

28-48-2 26-33-0 

1-8 1-6 

3-48.3 3-43.3 

1-1 0-0 

2-19 4-55 
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NFL PLAYOFFS 


Foies goes from backup to hero 



Eagles quarterback Nick Foies threw for 352 and three touchdowns to lead Philadelphia to a convincing 
38-7 victory over the Minnesota Vikings in the NFC championship game on Sunday. 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Minnesota’s Stefon Diggs 
watches from the bench during 
the Vikings’ 38-7 loss to the 
Eagles in the NFC championship 
game on Sunday in Philadelphia. 

Vikings 
humbled 
by Philly 

By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — The Vi¬ 
kings would have traveled any¬ 
where to play in their first Super 
Bowl since 1977. 

This year, though, the game is 
in their stadium. They won’t be 
in it. 

“I mean, we would’ve loved to 
play in the Super Bowl if it was in 
China,” coach Mike Zimmer said 
Sunday night after the Philadel¬ 
phia Eagles humbled Minnesota 
38-7 for the NFC championship. 
“But we didn’t play good enough 
to win. I know that’s cliche but it’s 
true.” 

After the Vikings (14-4) took 
a 7-0 lead on the game’s opening 
drive, it was all Philadelphia (15- 
3). One place the Eagles dominat¬ 
ed was third downs, converting 
10 of 14 against the league leader 
on defense in that category. 

Two of those conversions were 
for touchdowns on Nick Foies’ 
passes to Alshon Jeffery for 53 
and 5 yards. 

Was Zimmer surprised by how 
his team couldn’t handle such 
situations? 

“No. Actually most of the things 
they did, we practiced,” he said. 
“They ran them just a little better 
than we covered them.” 

Philly also won the turnover 
battle 3-0, another significant 
contribution to one of Minnesota’s 
worst playoff defeats. 

“One of the things we preached 
coming in was turnovers,” said 
Case Keenum, who threw a pick- 
6 to Patrick Robinson that tied the 
game 7-7 and began the Eagles 
onslaught. “They took care of the 
football and we didn’t.” 

It all made for a long night two 
weeks before Minneapolis hosts 
the Super Bowl that the Eagles 
and Patriots now have reached. 

“They’re all hard to swallow,” 
Keenum said of the loss. “Once 
you get a game away from playing 
in the Super Bowl, that’s going to 
be hard to swallow. ” 


Eagles’ QB delivers on 
biggest stage of career 

By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Nick 
Foies stood tall in the pocket, ig¬ 
nored the pressure and made one 
big throw after another. 

On the biggest stage of his life. 
Foies silenced the critics who 
thought the Eagles couldn’t get to 
the Super Bowl without MVP can¬ 
didate Carson Wentz. Foies threw 
for 352 and three touchdowns to 
lead Philadelphia to a convincing 
38-7 victory over the Minnesota 
Vikings in the NFC champion¬ 
ship game Sunday. 

Now he’s headed to Minnesota 
to face Tom Brady and the New 
England Patriots in the Super 
Bowl. 

“Words can’t describe what I 
feel right now,” Foies said. “All 
glory goes to God. I’m grateful 
and humbled to be part of this 
team. No one in the locker room 
doubted me. We kept working, I 
got more reps in practice and it’s 
a rhythm thing.” 

While Wentz watched from the 
sideline, using a cane to walk fol¬ 
lowing surgery to repair his torn 
left ACL, Foies picked apart the 
NFL’s top-ranked defense, com¬ 
pleting 78.8 percent of his passes 
(26 of 33). Not bad for a guy who 
contemplated retirement before 
the 2016 season. 

“I’m not surprised,” said Vi- 


By Kyle Hightower 
Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — So 
many times during the Patriots’ 
run of success over the past two 
decades, the defense was watch¬ 
ing as Tom Brady sealed another 
victory. 

In Sunday’s 24-20 AFC champi¬ 
onship victory over the Jackson¬ 
ville, the defense got its chance to 
secure the Patriots’ record 10th 
Super Bowl appearance. 

Jacksonville entered the game 
with the best red-zone scor¬ 
ing percentage in NFL, scoring 
touchdowns on 67.9 percent of 
trips this season (40 on 56 drives). 
The Jaguars scored touchdowns 
on both of their red-zone trips 
in the first half, as quarterback 
Blake Bortles had his way with 
short and intermediate routes to 
pile up first downs. 

It added up to a 20-10 fourth- 
quarter lead, and left Gillette 
Stadium in stunned silence as 
New England’s hopes of getting a 
chance to defend its Super Bowl 
title seemed to be dwindhng. 

But Jacksonville got conser¬ 
vative over the final 30 minutes, 
much like the Atlanta Falcons 
did with 28-3 lead in last year’s 
Super Bowl collapse against New 
England. The Patriots seized on it 
and the Jaguars’ offense never got 
closer than the Patriots’ 25 in the 
second half 

“We put ourselves in position to 


kings offensive coordinator Pat 
Shurmur, who held the same posi¬ 
tion with the Eagles in 2013. “I’ve 
seen the best of Nick.” 

A third-round pick by former 
Eagles coach Andy Reid in 2012, 
Foies had tremendous success 
as a starter under Chip Kelly his 


come back and just keep fighting,” 
defensive end Tray Flowers said. 
“We knew they were going to run 
the ball, but we kept fighting and 
it was a fourth-quarter game.” 

The most telling example came 


sophomore season. 

But Foies was traded to St. 
Louis for Sam Bradford in March 
2015. He lost his starting job to 
Keenum and asked for his release 
after Jared Goff was drafted No. 
1 overall. Foies considered hang¬ 
ing up his cleats before Reid per- 


after the Patriots took their final 
lead of the game on Danny Amen- 
dola’s 4-yard touchdown catch in 
the back of the end zone. 

The Jaguars initially went back 
to their success in the first half. 


suaded him to go to Kansas City 
to be Alex Smith’s backup. 

After one season with the 
Chiefs, Foies returned to Philly to 
provide insurance behind Wentz. 

He’ll become a folk hero if he 
can deliver the franchise’s first 
ever Super Bowl title. 


starting the drive with an 8-yard 
completion from Bortles to Mar- 
qise Lee, followed by a 29-yard 
pass to Dede Westbrook to set 
Jacksonville up on New England’s 
38. 

But the Patriots reset, and after 
an incompletion by Bortles on 
first down, linebackers Kyle Van 
Noy and James Harrison got to 
Bortles for a sack, prying the ball 
loose. Jaguars tackle Cam Robin¬ 
son recovered the fumble, but it 
set up a third-and-19. 

New England kept the pressure 
on Bortles and he could only man¬ 
age a 4-yard completion to James 
O’Shaughnessy. 

“They had maybe one or two 
plays that we talk about this time 
of year,” safety Devin McCourty 
said. “Sixteen games, a play or 
two may have success, but (Pa¬ 
triots defensive coordinator) Matt 
(Patricia) said it best: It wasn’t a 
big adjustment that you needed 
to do; it was just needing to play 
aggressively.” 

With Jacksonville facing fourth- 
and-15 on its 43, cornerback Ste- 
phon Gilmore reached in front of 
Bortles’ pass to O’Shaughnessy to 
force a turnover on downs. 

It was a special moment for 
Gilmore, who battled injuries and 
inconsistent play after signing a 
five-year, $65 million contract in 
the offseason. 

“It wasn’t the biggest play I’ve 
made, but it was definitely one of 
the most important,” he said. 


Pats’ defense key to another postseason rally 



Winslow Townson/AP 


Patriots cornerback Stephen Gilmore, right, breaks up a pass 
intended for Jaguars receiver Dede Westbrook in the fourth quarter. 
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H Staying the course 

struggling Cavs insist change 
unneccessary » nba, Page 26 



The Philadelphia Eagles’ Corey Graham celebrates 
after intercepting a pass during Sunday’s NFC , . 
championship game against the Minnesota Vikings. 

Matt Slocum/AP 


New England Patriots wide 
receiver Danny Amendola 

Winslow Townson/AP 


Patriots, Eagles advance to championship 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

T om Brady and the New England Patriots are 
going back to the Super Bowl in search of a sixth 
title. 

They’ll face a Philadelphia Eagles team look¬ 
ing for their first Lombardi Trophy. 

Brady led the Patriots (15-3) back from a 10-point, 


fourth-quarter deficit to beat the Jacksonville Jaguars 
24-20 in the AFC championship game Sunday. 

Starting his 36th playoff game, Brady shook off an 
injury to his right hand and the loss of top target Rob | 
Gronkowski to rally the Patriots to their record 10th 
Super Bowl appearance. 

The Patriots will try to match the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ six Super Bowl trophies when they face the 

SEE ADVANCE ON PAGE 30 


Six-time champ Djokovic eliminated » Australian Open, Page 27 













